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Broadcasting and the Visual Arts 


IN ITS EVIDENCE to the Pilkington Committee on the 
Future of Sound Broadcasting and Television, a_ brief 
summary of which was given in our last issue, the RIBA, 
while appreciating the co-operation it had received in 
the past from the BBC and, to some degree, from the 
commercial television companies, regretted the disposi- 
tion of producers to regard architecture as ‘difficult’ to 
feature or as ‘insufficiently interesting’ to the general 
public. Is there any basis for this belief—one that applies 
almost as much, it would seem, to the allied subjects of 
building and town-planning? 

Superficially there may be. To live in a house, to walk 
about a town, to look at and work in buildings (which 
may or may not rank as architecture), to see building and 
highway construction operations in progress—all these 
things are matters of common everyday experience, and 
they are not particularly exciting. Also, although (as the 
RIBA points out) building is our most important industry 
and had an output of £1,641 million of new construction 
in 1959, it is a comparatively small part of the population 
that has either the desire or the opportunity to design 
and erect buildings or to plan or reconstruct towns and 
cities. These things, it would appear to be thought, are 
for the experts; they are held to be lacking in entertain- 
ment and in some degree cultural value. Programmes 
must appeal to popular interests and be preferably of a 
kind in which viewers and listeners at least have the illu- 
sion of personal participation. That would appear to be 
the reasoning. 

We believe this reasoning to be unsound. We are 
convinced that, whatever the superficial appearances, there 


is a deep latent interest among the general public in the 
physical environment, though it may not be markedly 
technical or esthetic. There is plenty of evidence to 
support this belief—the enormous number of people who 
visit the great houses and other places of historic interest 
every year, the growth of local amenities societies, the 
* face-lift ’” movement inaugurated by the Civic Trust, which 
has been enthusiastically taken up in different parts of 
the country, the great increase in home ownership, even 
the knots of interested spectators that gather on the view- 
ing platforms so thoughtfully provided by contractors on 
the sites of buildings in course of construction—all these 
things and many others go to show that the popular 
interest is there. It needs only to be encouraged and 
cultivated (and what more powerful medium than tele- 
vision is there for this purpose?) to become a potent force 
in raising the quality of the whole physical environment. 

As to the setting up of a third or any other additional 
television channel, there is likely to be widespread support 
for the RIBA’s contention that this should not be con- 
trolled by commercial interests or financed by advertising. 
Most of the other suggestions appear to be much to the 
point, It is almost incredible that while there are BBC 
regional councils and advisory committees for religion, 
music, agriculture, science and schools broadcasting, there 
should be none for architecture, design or any of the 
visual arts, and that no architect is included in the 489 
members of these councils or committees or in any of the 
advisory committees of the Independent Television 
Authority. These are omissions that ought to be made 
good without delay. 








THE FORTHCOMING CONGRESS of the Inter- 
national Union of Architects, already in 
the news by reason of Theo Crosby’s in- 
genious South Bank pavilion, shown on 
this page, receives a Royal accolade in 
the announcement that the Congress is 
to be opened on July 3 by HRH Princess 
Margaret. Nothing could give greater 
pleasure to delegates both from home 
and abroad than that their deliberations 
should be introduced in this way, and 
the IUA committee is to be congratulated 
on the idea and on Princess Margaret’s 
acceptance of it. As yet unofficial is the 
Duke of Edinburgh’s acceptance of an in- 
vitation to attend some of the sessions 
and, possibly, take part in discussion. 
Both Princess Margaret and the Duke are 
among the small band of 27 Honorary 
Fellows of the RIBA:;: as such they will 
find themselves at 66 Portland-place as 
of right as well as by invitation. 


Holford’s Plan for Piccadilly 
SIR WILLIAM HOLFORD’S ‘ entirely tentative 


and non-committal’ proposals for the 
comprehensive redevelopment of _ the 
much-debated Piccadilly Circus, refer- 


ence to which was made in ‘ The Builder’ 
of January 27, were made known in full 
on February 10. The proposals, which 
will form the basis for discussions with 
developers and other property interests, 
envisage building operations in two main 
stages and are based on the realistic 
assumption that Nash’s original scheme 
for Regent-street and Piccadilly will 
remain unaltered for at least another fifty 
years. The first stage would affect the 
Monico site, the Trocadero site and the 
central island, and would bridge the foot 
of Shaftesbury-avenue and Great Wind- 
mill-street, providing a deck for a new 
structure in the north east corner of the 
Circus. This deck, a new London Pavilion, 
would house restaurants, cafés, and other 
places of entertainment; externally it 
would provide a background for a kaleido- 
scope of light, including illuminating 
advertisements. 

The second stage depends upon the 
widening of Jermyn-street and the re- 
development of the greater part of the 
Criterion block, leaving intact the north 
and west section at the head of Lower: 
Regent-street and joining this block, as 
redeveloped, with the central island of the 
Circus. Traffic would circulate around 
the Circus at the same level as before, but 
move round the walls of a piazza raised 
seven feet above the level of the road and 
containing a pool with fountain jets. Eros 
would be resited on the piazza, more 
accessible, with a flower shop below and 
opening off the pavement. A fine flight of 
steps at an easy gradient would be ex- 
tended along the west side of the piazza, 
which by its height would form a natural 
barrier to the pedestrian from the traffic. 
The steps would be monumental in 
character facing down Piccadilly. Other 
features include an office block to the rear 
of the Monico site, a new hotel on the 
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_Notes of the Week 


Princess Margaret and |UA ; Holford’s Plan for Piccadilly ; The Outlook for 
Architecture; Liverpool in London; Nottingham in the Dark: NFBTE Affairs 


east side surmounted by a roof-top 
restaurant, and a tall tower block adjacent 
to the new Criterion Theatre on the south. 
It is to be hoped that this scheme will 
meet with approval by all concerned and 
put an end to the protracted controversy, 
caused in the main by the dilatoriness of 
the authorities concerned in seeking a 
final solution. Sir William Holford’s pro- 
posals are dealt with more fully on pages 
308 and 309 of this issue. 


The Outlook for Architecture 

“WHAT IS ART?’ asked a distinguished 
artist many years ago, only to dash hopes 
of a satisfactory definition with the curt 
comment ‘ No one can tell!’ To any who 
should have the temerity to ask ‘ What 
is Architecture?” Dr. Reyner Banham, 
more daring than our artist, would pre- 
sumably reply, ‘The Human Sciences.’ 
(See his lecture at the RIBA, reported on 
page 321.) In any case, they are to be 
the main inspiration of architecture in the 
future—as perhaps, taking a broad view 
of the ‘ sciences,’ they mostly have been 
in the past. The only difference is that 
today we talk not of practical require- 
ments and aesthetics but of ‘ biological 
needs’ and ‘ perception studies ’. 

In the course of his stimulating address, 
Dr. Banham aimed some shrewd blows at 
the sort of buildings that some of us used 
to admire and perhaps, in our artless way, 
still do—buildings such as the Central 
Hall, Westminster, or the Ritz Hotel. 
Whatever may now be said about their 
‘empty expertise,’ they were a great 
improvement on much that had gone 
before or was being done at the time. 
They ought not to be ‘ knocked’ out of 
their historical context. 

. * * 


IN A PAPER so closely concerned with 
what, for want of a better word, must be 
called ‘contemporary’ design, it is 
strange that, apart from a rather uncom- 


plimentary reference to engineers, there 
should be so little about structure. Is it 
at all likely that architecture (if the word 
is still permissible) would be where it is 
today without the new materials and 
structural techniques ? 

* . * 


MEANWHILE, what does the intelligent 
laywoman think of it all ? One such com- 
ments: ‘The calculation from known 
terms of a series of other terms which 
lie outside the range of the known 
terms’; that is what my dictionary says 
‘ extrapolation ’ means, and I am sure that 
is what Dr. Reyner Banham was trying to 
do in his lecture. The word must have 
fascinated him as much as it bemused his 
audience, for he just would not let it go; 
it was all very clever and entertaining and 
I had the sensation that never had so 
many architects been entertained by so 
many unfamiliar words with so little 
comprehension. 

‘Dr. Banham is way ahead of us all 
in erudition and the philosophy of what 
everything means ; words come tumbling 
from his lips as from a thesaurus, but the 
way he puts them together is much more 
fun. The phalanx of young students in 
the body of the hall were with him to a 
man, but the practising architects in the 
audience appeared to me, as an outsider, 
rather less committed than their young 
client-free colleagues. 

~ ™ * 


‘IN THE DISCUSSION which followed Dr. 
Banham’s talk, the audience worked hard 
at hammering out what it had all been 
about. Those who had been supplied 
with a copy of the paper beforehand had 
done their homework under cold-towel 
treatment—in one case at least of which 
we were told, with sympathetic wifely 
collaboration—and these members were 
a great help to the rest of us struggling 
for light. 

(continued on page 304) 
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IUA Congress Buildings, South Bank 


THEO CROSBY, ARIBA, architect 


DONALD A. DEGERDON, FRICS, quantity surveyor 


TAYLOR WOODROW CONSTRUCTION LTD., general contractors 
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THE IUA CONGRESS BUILDINGS are designed to 
demonstrate practically the congress theme, 
namely, the impact of techniques and 
materials on architecture. Materials are to 
be donated by manufacturers and Taylor 
Woodrow will erect the buildings free. 

The Exhibition building, designed to. use 
available materials, consists of a galvanised 
steel space frame standing on galvanised tubu- 
lar steel uprights. Walls are of scaffold 
boards forming a huge hoarding for 
giant sign writing. The floor is of concrete 
paving blocks and the roof of polythene sheet- 
ing, fixed to the space frame with timber 
battens. Internal division will be by means 
of glazed concrete blocks. In this design the 
architect, for cheapness and speed, has chosen 
materials which can be re-used. 

For the headquarters building the architect 
was required to design a ‘sophisticated and 
aesthetically integrated structure.’ The design 
is primarily dependent on the use of the basic 
materials supplied by the sponsor companies 

—glass, aluminium and Asbestolux, the com- 
ponents being fabricated away from the site. 

The building has been planned as a large 
carpeted central hall flanked on two sides by 
administrative offices and services. The roof 
is composed of a series of pyramids or tetra- 
hedrons each of 8 ft. sq. base, clad in a stressed 
skin of aluminium sheet. Both buildings are 
designed onan 8 ft. module. 

Sponsors, consultants and 
p. 338. 


suppliers on 


tower, designed by John Ernest 














Perspective of Enfield town centre as a traffic-free shopping precinct envisaged in 
the proposed new town map worked out after several years of research into pre- 


vailing traffic conditions and pedestrian movement. 


The proposals have been sub- 


mitted to Enfield Couneil by the borough engineer and surveyor, Mr. H. D. Peake 


Notes of the Week 
(continued) 


‘An eminent historian told us the other 
day that in histories for children the 
characters must be clearly grouped into 
* goodies” and “ baddies.” I gathered 
that in any Banham history Dr. Pevsner 
and Professor Medawar are undoubtedly 
* goodies ” whilst modern Italian archi- 
tects, unless they happen to have built 
the Pirelli office block in Milan, are 
mostly “ baddies.”” This much was abun- 
dantly clear; what was not so clear was 
how molecules and genes had somehow 
got mixed up with building. The discus- 
sion helped a little here, however, for it 
appears that architects have a great deal 
to learn from biologists and a lot of other 
* ologists ’ who make a study of what 
people do, and because of this, in the 
next ten years or so we are likely to have 
buildings which they can do it in. We are 
all glad about this and I am sure it will 
make more difference than we think, for 
Dr. Banham had extrapolated the facts 
himself.’ 


Liverpool in London 


MR. ROBERT SHAW’S idea of using, as two 
years back he did, a small residual fund 
belonging to the pre-war club to throw 
a sherry party for London post-graduate 
members of the Liverpool School of 
Architecture, seems to have paid off. 
From this party came the Liverpool 
School Association in London, of which 
over 60 members met at dinner in the 
Henry Florence Hall of the RIBA last 
Friday—-a fair indication of progress. Pre- 
sided over by its genial senior member 
John H. Forshaw (who travelled down 
from the Lakes for the occasion) the party 
was notable in that the guest of honour 
was Sir William Holford, the first RIBA 
president that the Liverpool School has 
furnished. 

Speeches, for a family meeting, were 
of a remarkably high level. Sir William, 


who the same morning had put over to 
the Press his scheme for Piccadilly 
Circus, was in excellent anecdotal form. 
Some of his remarks may not be pub- 
lished but the audience liked his descrip- 
tion of the present age as being that of 


‘Odhams and Gomorrah’ or, as Sir 
Gerald Barry had put it, ‘Odhams 
and Demirro.’ 

* — * 


ON A DOMESTIC NOTE, Professor Gardner- 
Medwin reported on the school’s pro- 
gress; much thought, he said, was being 
given to post-graduate work, and one 
proposal now being worked out was that 
young architect graduates should meet 
with their opposite numbers among the 
engineers. 

Paul Reilly (honorary member, self- 
described as ‘ an ageing balding mascot’), 
Tom Ritchie (the lively and amusing 
president of the Liverpool Students’ 
Society) and Robert Shaw (‘I believe the 
Association is on the way to success 
because people are beginning to join us 
without being asked’) contributed to 
this delightful evening spent among C. H. 
Reilly’s spiritual descendants. 


Nottingham in the Dark 


THE NEWS, given in our last issue, that 
Nottingham City Council is to appoint a 
City Architect, is tempered as to value 
by the threat, attributed to the leader of 
the minority Conservative party on the 
council, that anyone who accepts the 
position ‘could not expect an assurance 
from the Conservatives that the post 
would be continued if they gain control 
of the Council at the May elections.’ Set- 
ting politics aside, no greater blow could 
be struck at the heart of Nottingham than 
this ill-advised, pitifully short-sighted 
attitude. The case for an official archi- 
tect in every great city, head of his own 
department, has been abundantly made 
out; it was stressed again only recently 
by the President of the Royal Institute of 
British Architects. That a question of 
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civic amenity should be dragged into 
party politics is a matter for regret; it 
cannot do good to either the Conserva- 
tive cause or, more importantly, Not- 
tingham’s civic reputation. 

Meanwhile, the council’s general 
purposes committee on Monday short- 
listed six from the 28 applications 
received for the post, and an appoint- 
ment will shortly be made. 


NFBTE Affairs 


FEBRUARY sees a swapping not of horses 
but of riders in National Federation 
affairs. On Wednesday of last week, Mr. 
David Woodbine Parish climbed out of 
the saddle of the Presidential horse to 
make room for Mr. Frank Russon. But 
the night before this happened, the Fed- 
eration held its annual dinner and dance 
at the Grosvenor House, when over 800 
members and guests enjoyed the magni- 
ficent hospitality of the council. For the 
second year running Lord John Hope 
was, this time with Lady Hope, the prin- 
cipal guest and replied to the toast of 
the Government proposed by Mr. Parish 
while also proposing the health of the 
Federation to which Mr. Russon replied 
while also welcoming the guests. Sir 
William Holford, fresh (if that be the 
word) from a protracted council meeting 
of the RIBA, responded. 

The neat arrangement by which these 
four speakers dealt with three toasts is 
commendable, though the speeches them- 
selves did not add greatly to the sum of 
knowledge. Mr. Parish need not worry. 
He has had a tremendous year and has 
done an excellent job in re-pointing the 
structure of the regions, where this was 
needed. Above all, he will go down in 
building history as reigning President 
during a period which may prove to be 
a turning point in industrial relations—a 
year in which employers and operatives 
have for the first time got round the table 
without a wage claim before them, and 
have made a sensible agreement which 
offers a period of stability. Mr. Russon, 
experienced builder as he is, will have 
the task of keeping the industrial ship 
steady as it sails across the tea urn, but 
with good will and good statesmanship 
from his members and from the Opera- 
tives, he will manage this successfully. 





Poet’s Corner 


Some radical changes in the methods of 
architectural education appear to be 
pending. Are their consequences fully 
foreseen? 


Time was when students made designs 

On drawing boards, with pencilled lines; 
They did their best to reach perfection 
With elevation, plan and section. 


Now the reformers aim to reach 
Expressive shapes by script and speech; 
The students find it more exciting 
To study form in talk and writing. 


The time may come when such conception 
Drops orthographical projection. 
And buildings. with a due persistence. 
Will ail be talked into existence. 


For draughtsmanship, as you'll agree, 
The end is pretty plain to see, 
When architecture’s every shape 
Is planned on the recording tape. 
ANON. 
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Research Laboratory, Chiswick 


ADIE, BUTTON & PARTNERS, architects, in association with 
T. R. BILBOW, FRIBA, former architect, London Transport 
K. J. H. SEYMOUR, AFC, FRIBA, architect, London Transport 
HOLLAND & HANNEN AND CUBITTS (GREAT BRITAIN) LTD., general contractors 
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LONDON TRANSPORT’S new _ research 
laboratory at Chiswick, opened in 
December 1960, has enabled the scien- 
tific staff of the research department to 
be brought together in one centre for 
the scientific control and investigation 
of materials and equipment used 
throughout London Transport’s road 
and rail services. It also gives space 
for important new facilities and equip- 
ment as well as additional staff. 


The building is planned on two floors, 
providing a total area of 27,000 sq. ft. 
The main entrance is on the south-west 
corner and there is a goods entrance at 
the north end of the building where it 
is linked to a small single-storey annexe 
by a bridge at first-floor level. 


Both floors have a central spine cor- 
ridor with offices mainly on one side 
and laboratories or workshops on the 
other. Special facilities include a con- 
ditioning room, a cold room, a paint 
spray booth with a stoving oven and a 
radiography room with special barium 
block lining to allow the exposure of a 
Cobalt 60 source. 


The building is steel-framed with pre- 
cast concrete floor and roof units. The 
external walls are of facing brick panels 
in a framework of pre-cast artificial 
stone units forming a uniform grid 
dominating all elevations. These panels 
are of rustic buff wire cut facings laid 
‘ brick-on-end.’ The brickwork above and 
below this grid is in mixed purple 
facings. 


The entrance hall consists of a grid 
construction carried out in pre-cast arti- 
ficial stone units in a similar construc- 
tion to the rest of the building, and all 
external elevations are glazed in clear 
glass, except for one band of blue vitro- 
slab at first-floor level which masks the 
horizontal heating pipes. The hall is 


Key: 20, 20A Research Department Library, 21 Typing, 22, 23, 24, 25 Senior 
Administration, 26, 27 Special Chemistry, 28, 29, 30 Section Heads’ Offices, 31 
Paint Chemistry, 32 Paint Testing, 33 Paints Application, 33A Paints Spraying and 
Stoving, 33B Panel Stripping and Roof Exposure Station, 34 Accelerated Exposure 
Testing, 35, 35A Fuels and Lubricants Examination and Research, 35B Calorimetry 
and Balance Room, 36, Fuels and Lubricants Sample Store, 37, 37B, General 
Room, 38, 38A Textile Examination and Sample Store, 


Chemistry, 37A Balance 
38B Conditioning Room, 


42 Conference Room. 
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main staircase 





Research Laboratory 


paved with York stone slabs. The free- 
standing staircase has teak open treads 
cantilevered from a concrete spine 
beam. 

The balustrade consists of a circular 
section teak handrail supported on 
stainless steel tubes mounted in brass 
fixing collars. At floor level the paving 
is kept back from the windows by 
omitting one bay of paving slabs to 
form a continuous sunken flower box on 
three elevations, with nylon cords from 
floor to ceiling to support creeping 
plants. 

The finishes generally were selected 
for their hard-wearing qualities and for 
economy of maintenance. Floor finishes 
are PVC flexible tiles, the walls are 
plastered and painted, and the ceilings 
are constructed of suspended per- 
forated-aluminium insulated panels. 
The built-in furniture is in Slavonian 
beech. 

The space above the suspended ceil- 
ings to the ground-floor and first-floor 
corridors is designed as a horizontal 
service duct with easy access from 
below for maintenance. As in the 
laboratories and offices, the floors are of 
PVC flexible tiles in a 20-ft. long re- 
peat pattern. 

The automatically-controlled heating 
system is by low pressure hot water 
ceiling panels, with the exception of the 
workshops which have radiators, and 
the entrance hall which has under-floor 
panel heating. Compressed air, gas, hot 
and cold water and electrical services 
are available in all laboratories and 
workshops. 


sub-contractors & suppliers : 

Architectural ironmongery: G. & S. 
Allgood; main entrance doors: Ajax Archi- 
tectural Products Ltd.; structural steel: 
Octavius Atkinson & Sons Ltd.; windows: 
Aygee Ltd.; venetian blinds (geared): The 
Crittall Manufacturing Co. Ltd.; sanitary 
fittings: Eastwoods Sales Limited; heated 
ceilings: Frenger Ceilings Ltd.; paints: 
Imperial Chemical Industries Ltd.; roof 
screeds: Isocrete Co. Ltd.; precast recon- 
structed stone: Kendellstone; lettering: The 
Lettering Centre; safety rail: Light Steel- 
work (1925) Ltd.; laboratory furniture: The 
North of England School Furnishing Co. 
Ltd.; facing bricks: Proctor & Lavender 
Ltd.; partitioning: Roneo Ltd.; radiography 
protection: Research & Control Instruments 
Ltd.; pvc floor tiles: Semtex Ltd.; curtains 
& blinds: Super Theatre Furnishings Ltd.; 
emulsion paint: Smith & Walton Ltd.; 
venetian blinds: Tidmarsh & Sons; precast 
floors & roof slabs & Hy-Rib: Truscon Ltd.; 
plastic matting: Tyre Products Ltd.; we 
partitions: Venesta Plywood Ltd.; goods 
lift: Wadsworth Ltd. 








Piccadilly Circus 
Proposals 


HUBERT BENNETT, FRIBA, 
architect to the LCC 

WILLIAM HOLFORD & PARTNERS, 
consulting architects 


THESE ILLUSTRATIONS of Sir William 
Holford’s proposals for Piccadilly Circus 
redevelopment, released by the LCC, 
are entirely tentative and serve at this 
stage solely as a basis for discussion. 
To imagine Sir William’s proposals, a 
spectator standing in front of Swan and 
Edgars would have behind him and to 
his immediate right and left the same 
facades of the 1920s, i.e., the County Fire 
Office, Swan and Edgars, Barclays Bank 
and Lillywhites. On his left would be the 
new Monico Building, not yet designed 
in detail but intended to house shops and 
a department store with a restaurant 
above. The familiar advertisements find 
a new position a little further back and 
go no higher than the top of the County 
Fire Office parapet. Below on the pave- 
ment he would see an enclosed escalator 
carrying a part of the stream of pedes- 
trians on to the upper deck. In front of 
him would be pavilions, carried on this 
deck which bridges the traffic road, and 
standing in roughly the same position as 
the old London Pavilion, but one floor 
higher. Above the windows of the cafés 
and restaurants situated on the deck and 
overlooking the piazza below would be 
a band of coloured lighting with advertise- 
ments on some of its facets and purely 
decorative lighting on _ others. One 
version of the new London Pavilion shows 
it with lively roof lines outlined in lights, 
the other shows a series of low metal 
roofs with the illuminated advertisements 
on an open grid or trellis above them. 


On his right is a new group of build- 
ings fronting on to the piazza, with no 
road in front of them; and linked to the 
existing building containing Lillywhite’s 
and Dunn’s. This group would contain 
the new Criterion Theatre, some shops 
and a tall tower building, open at the 
base, containing flats and offices. 


Traffic circulates round the Circus at 
the same level as before, moving round 
the walls of a piazza raised seven feet 
above the level of the road, and passes 
under the pavilions into Shaftesbury- 
avenue or turns right into Great 
Windmill-street. 


Eros would still be directly ahead, 
resited on the raised piazza, but now 
more accessible and with a flower shop 
below it opening off the pavement. 

Behind the pavilions, the high, long 
block of a new hotel on the east side of 
the Circus, spanning over Shaftesbury- 
avenue, would form a background to the 
pavilions and to the bright lights and 
would give also a sense of enélosure to 
the Circus. 
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Above, aerial view of scheme A, seen from south, show- 
ing the setting for Eros and the high version of the new 
London Pavilion. Below, scheme B, in which a lower 
version of the new London Pavilion acts as the central 
feature to the office block at the rear of the Monico site, 
the new hotel on the east side, and a tower block 
adjacent to the new Criterion Theatre on the south. The 
raised piazza contains a pool, with fountain jets, and, 
in the foreground, the repositioned Eros raised above 
the flower shops 








» Bane. 
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The slender tower block, on _ the 
Criterion side, at the head of the Hay- 
market, would emphasise the position of 
the new Circus and form a focus for the 
long view along Piccadilly on the west 
and from Leicester-square on the east. 

From the pavilion deck level escalators 
convey pedestrians down to the piazza, 
the Monico pavement, Coventry-street or 
Shaftesbury-avenue, or to the LTE 
underground concourse. 


Key to Plans: 1 Raised piazza, 2 Eros, 3 
Shallow pool, 4 Flight of steps, 5 Main stairs 
and escalators to piazza, etc., 6 Escalators, 
platform to street, 7 New Criterion Theatre, 
8 Tower of offices, 9 Pedestrian bridge, 10 
Shopping Arcade, 11 Shop fronts, 12 New 
Hotel, 13 Regent Palace Hotel, 14 County 
Fire Office, 15 Swan & Edgar, 16 Lillywhites, 
17 Ceylon Tea Centre, 18 Gaumont Cinema, 
19 Lyons’ Corner House, 20 Lyric Theatre, 
21 Piccadilly Theatre, 22 Existing Under- 
ground concourse, 23 New concourse, 24 
Access for car parking, 25 Pedestrian sub- 
ways, 26 Men’s lavs., 27 Women’s lavs., 28 
GPO tel., 29 Platform, 30 Cafés, 31 Bars, 32 
Restaurant, 33 Hotel foyer, 34 Offices over, 
35 Raised pedestrian way, 36 Shops or store. 
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Letters to the Editor 





The Architecture of Speech; The Design of County Hall; Civil 


Service Promotion ; 


sirR,—At a time when the award of some 
of the top RIBA post-graduate prizes have 
been withheld, the British Architectural 
Students’ Association (BASA) (‘ The 
Builder,” February 10) advocates that 
‘visual presentation’ in the _ schools 
should be ‘ drastically curtailed in favour 
of a greater concentration on exercises 
in which the results are presented in 
writing or speech’ which presupposes the 
ability of the embryo architect to do 
either in more adequate measure. 

It is given to few to express themselves 
with confidence in line, but the challenge 
must be met, not side-stepped, for into 
the gently grinning jaws of the package 
dealers, the speculative builders and the 
engineers, the plums continue to fall, 
blown by the misdirected wind of change. 
It is comforting also to know that the 
client will be spared the embarrassment 
of a choice between the payment of two 
fees, or one, or none. 

Finally, I would add a quotation from 
Corbusier’s latest book ‘My Work’: ‘ By 
working with our hands, by drawing, we 
enter the house of a stranger, and are 
enriched by the experience.” We learn! 

* ACANTHUS ” [PHD, FRIBA, AMTPI] 


The Design of County Hall 
sir,—-With reference to your issue of Feb- 


ruary 3, I was sorry to read of the death 
of Mr. Frederick Hiorns, but very sur- 
prised that a great paper like ‘The 


Builder’ had published an obituary, writ- 
ten by ‘S.H.L.,’ which was so full of 
inaccuracies. 

As you must know, Ralph Knott won 
the County Hall in open architectural 
competition in 1908, and at no time was 
Mr. Hiorns an assistant to Mr. Knott, or 
did he at any time have anything to do 
with the designing of the building. At 
the time of Mr. Knott’s death, the County 
Hall had already been designed and the 
completion was undertaken by his part- 
ner, the late Mr. E. Stone Collins. 





‘My visual presentation is scanty, 
but I have recorded my comments 
and published my interpretations! ’ 


Direct Labour, Fife 


I agree in one respect with the belief 
attributed to Mr. Hiorns that the new 
buildings on the east side of the County 
Hall are not in keeping with Ralph 
Knott’s original building, and these I 
understand were designed by the late Sir 
Giles Scott. 

If this be correct, you will readily see 
that Mr. Hiorns was not responsible for 
any portion of the buildings. 

W. FRASER GRANGER [FRIBA], 
2 Haynes-road, West Worthing. 


*s* We have shown Mr. Granger’s letter 
to Mr. Sidney H. Loweth, FRIBA, FSA 
(S.H.L.) who writes: ‘The facts as printed 
in ‘ The Builder’ are correct but Mr. Granger, 
I think, has misunderstood them. Ralph 
Knott, of course, won the County Hall com- 
petition but was required by the LCC to 
work in close collaboration with W. E. Riley, 
then Superintending Architect and one of 
the assessors. Riley’s architectural assistant 
was Hiorns who worked not under Knott 
but under Riley. 

‘W. E. Riley was a very powerful and 
tenacious man (I worked under him and 
knew his strength) and it was he, I always 
understood, who induced Knott to change 
the quadrant from the Belvedere-road side 
to the river front of the scheme. 

‘When Knott died, his partner Collins 
carried on the job but in the same relation- 
ship with Riley and with Hiorns. Riley was 
later appointed architect for the extensions, 
and these were in fact designed for Riley by 
Hiorns. The later blocks facing Belvedere- 
road were designed by Hiorns when he was 
Superintending Architect and not by 
Sir Giles Scott. The evidence for this is 
contained in a letter dated September 9, 
1959, from Hiorns which is in my possession. 
The full story is contained in a letter from 
Hiorns to the ‘ Architects’ Journal’ of May 
22, 1958. The story of the designing of 
County Hall is an intricate one (of which not 
all has been told, perhaps), but I hope I have 
given sufficient of the facts to justify my 
memoir of Hiorns in Mr. Granger’s eyes.’ 


Civil Service Promotion 

sir.—I trust you will allow me space to 
reply to Mr. Oldroyd’s letter (‘ The 
Builder’ of January 27). There is already 
a proviso for establishment, which 
incidentally is not offered but has to be 
applied for, in that any employee 
becoming established now has to accept 
an overseas commitment. A pre-war or 
temporary employee has no such com- 
mitment, but the latter is liable to be dis- 
placed by an established person at any 
time. There is no reason why they should 
resign as they cannot prevent an estab- 
lished employee taking over. 

Regarding qualifications, those 
promoted earlier, even without ‘letters,’ 
were presumably also considered qualified 
for the posts. Now they are not eligible 
for any higher grade unless agreeing to 
go overseas. To have obtained qualifica- 
tions would not have altered this fact as 
it transpires in the light of recent rulings. 
Nevertheless, many in the construction 
and mechanical and electrical fields have 
been promoted long since and still have 
no Overseas commitment or qualifying 
letters. 

I have already stated in my previous 
letter (‘ The Builder’ of January 13) why 
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I did not sit the RICS examinations. In 
any case, the facilities Mr. Oldroyd men- 
tions are of quite recent date and there 
was no reason to expect any one section 
of the Civil Service would be overlooked 
for over 18 years without some considera- 
tion being given to ability and experience. 
I must add that I fully agree that the 
number of temporaries should be reduced 
and more established posts made. It is 
also true there is little incentive in the 
present system especially for technical 
grades or even basic professionals in the 
QS field with so many entering directly 

into higher posts. 

E. H. J. EVANS, 
10 Greenway-crescent, Taunton, Som. 


Direct Labour, Fife 
SIR,—My attention has been drawn to the 
article ‘Two Direct Labour Disputes’ 
which appears on page 232 of ‘The 
Builder’ of February 3. 

In this article it is stated that ‘ This 
challenge arises from an allegation made 
at a meeting of the Kirkcaldy Town 
Council on January 15... .’ I would 
point out that the meeting was not of 
Kirkcaldy Town Council. 

CHARLES D. CHAPMAN [MA, LLB], 

Town Clerk, Kirkcaldy. 


Hospital Building Supervisors 
siR,—For some months past a branch has 
been formed in Birmingham of the Insti- 
tute of Hospital Building Supervisors, 
covering all the 27 groups administered 
by the Birmingham Regional Hospital 
Board. Monthly meetings are held at 
various hospitals to which we are invited. 

Our aims are to promote free discussion 
with our colleagues in other groups, to 
discuss with them the many complex 
technical problems that so often occur in 
the building and allied trades, and to offer 
advice on any matter that concerns build- 
ing supervisors to any of the hospital 
Management committees within’ the 
region, should the need arise. 

There are nine branches throughout 
the country, membership being approxi- 
mately 200 and gaining each month, and 
we have a national executive council 
situated in the Lancashire area. We 
should be pleased to receive applications 
for membership from building supervisors 
within the region. Membership fee is 
£1 ls. per annum. 

A. G. REEVE, Hon. Secretary, 
28 Manor-road, Solihull. 

*s* Another branch of the Institute of 
which we have news is the Sheffield region 
which meets six times a year, and whose 
hon. secretary is Mr. Frank Baxter, 13 East- 
mere-road, Wigston, Leicestershire.—EpDITOR. 


Competition News 
Hospital at Boston, Lincs 


THE DATE by which second-stage designs 
must be submitted for the general hos- 
pital at Boston, Lincs, has been extended 
from January 31 to April 5. The assessor 
is Mr. John Murray Easton, FRIBA. 


Renfrew and Paisley Civic Centre 


RENFREW CC AND PAISLEY TOWN COUNCIL 
are to organise an architectural competi- 
tion for joint civic offices on a site facing 
Cotton-street, Paisley. 
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W. Willmer Pocock’s restored elevation to London-wall 


AFTER THE BUILDING had been completely 
gutted by fire in 1941 only the external 
walls remained and these had been so 
severely damaged that no reliance could 
be placed upon them. It was therefore 
decided to build a complete steel framed 
structure within the old walls which 
would enable the new floors to be at levels 
different from those in the original build- 
ing whilst giving strength to the walls 
which had to remain, as the building was 
scheduled as one of architectural interest. 


The problem for the architect was to 
obtain more accommodation for the com- 
pany and also to find room for offices to 
let to produce revenue. It was compli- 
cated by the fact that the City Corpora- 
tion required provision to be made for 
the widening of London Wall by forming 
an arcade at street level under the front 
of the building. After considering many 
alternative plans it was finally decided to 
build a bridge over Throgmorton-avenue 
to carry part of a large banqueting hall 
and create additional reception room 
space, all at first floor level, to offset the 


loss caused by the arcade. This arcade 
and the bridge have been the dominant 
features in the external design of the 
building, whilst new windows have been 
added at second floor level, where the 
walls were blank before. In addition 
two storeys of offices have been con- 
structed at the top of the building but 
these are set back and almost entirely 
concealed from view from street level by 
the stone balustrade. 


As the home of the Carpenters Com- 
pany the building was required to be of 
a domestic character; this has deter- 
mined the treatment of the interior, and 
the furnishings are similar to those to 
be found in the larger houses in town or 
country. To illustrate the passage of time 
since the previous hall was built in 1876, 
of which only the exterior remains, it was 
proposed that while the entrance hall of 
the new building should be on traditional 
lines and in reasonable relation to the 
exterior, there should be a progressive 
development towards modern lines so 
that the banqueting hall and reception 


Carpenters Hall, 
London Wall 


H. AUSTEN HALL, FRIBA 
(Whinney, Son & Austen Hall), 
architect 

CLIFFORD WEARDEN, 

assistant in charge 

BYLANDER, WADDELL & PARTNERS, 
structural engineers 

WATKINS & DECKER, 

quantity surveyors 

HUGH CREIGHTON, 

acoustic consultant 

DEREK PHILLIPS, 

lighting consultant 

DANIEL LONGDEN, 

sanitary engineer 

DOVE BROTHERS LTD., 

general contractors 


bridge, Throgmorton-avenue 
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rooms on the first floor might be of con- 
temporary character, giving greater 
interest to the building than could be 
obtained by uniformity of treatment and 
showing that the craft of the carpenters 
can move with the times. 

The main entrance is under the bridge 
in Throgmorton-avenue and the massive 
teak outer doors weigh over 4 cwt. each. 
The panels are ornamented with formal 
designs of leaves and fruit of trees used 
by carpenters, carved by Mr. James 
Woodford, OBE, RA, based on designs 
made by the Clerk. 

The entrance hall is panelled in Eliza- 
bethan oak and figured teak, and inset are 
the fine Tudor murals from the old hall 
that survived the Fire of London. On the 
north side hang the Ordinances of 1607, 
the Charter of Charles II, 1680, and the 
grant of Arms of 1466. The frieze is 
decorated with a series of roundels, 
painted by Mrs. Cosmo Clark, illustrating 
some events from the history of the 
company. 

The principal room of the ground floor 
is the court room which is panelled in 
burr oak and burr walnut with a dado 
and doors of Australian walnut. 








banqueting hall towards the balcony 


west end of the hall 
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entrance hall, panelled in Elizabethan oak inset with Tudor murals 


teak-panelled staircase, ground floor 


The main staircase is of geometric design, panelled in teak 
with the upper part of the walls hung with flock paper. 

Adjoining the reception room is the master’s room. Finished 
in ash it contains five carved linenfold panels for which a com- 
petition was held, open to craftsmen from the United Kingdom 
and Australia, and these have been selected for their good work- 
The furniture is by Edward Barnsley, CBE. 


manship. 


sub-contractors & suppliers : 


Wood block flooring: Acme Flooring & Paving Co. (1904) Ltd.; 
bronze letter-box front: W. T. Allen & Co. Ltd.; lighting fittings: 
Allom Heffer; structural steelwork: Banister Walton; kitchen equip- 
ment: Benham & Sons Ltd.; facing bricks: Blyth & Taylor; sanitary 
fittings: John Bolding & Sons Ltd.; strong room: Chatwood Milner 
Ltd.; decorated shields: Jean Clark; suspended ceilings and fibrous 
plastering: Clark & Fenn; ironmongery: Comyn Ching; panel warm- 
ing, hot water & ventilation: Richard Crittall & Co. Ltd.; hollow block 
& r.c. floors: Diespeker & Co. Ltd.; carving: D. C. Dunlop; electrical 
installation: Electrical Installations Ltd.; asphalting, tanking & felt 
roofing: Engert & Rolfe Ltd.; domelights and glazing: Faulkner Greene 
& Co. Ltd.; electrical advisers: General Electric Co. Ltd.; lightning 
conductor: J. W. Gray & Son Ltd.; cat ladders, railings & balu- 
strades: G. A. Harvey & Co. Ltd.; wood block & strip flooring: 
Hollis Brothers Ltd.; scagliola work: G. Jackson & Son Ltd.; concrete 
roof lights and glass brick window: Lenscrete; pavement hoist: Lift 
& Hoist Co. Ltd.; stone cleaning: London Stone Cleaning & Restora- 
tion Co. Ltd.; laylights: Luxfer Ltd.; cork insulation: Newalls Insula- 
tion Co. Ltd.; plumbing: F. Nichols & Son; passenger & service 
lifts: Otis Elevator Co. Ltd.; bronze guard rail & lanterns: William 
Pickford Ltd.; Plyglass: Plyglass Ltd; sanitary fittings: Shanks & Co. 
Ltd.; flush doors: Shapland & Petter Ltd.; carved inscriptions: W. H. 
Sharpington; balustrades & handrails: Starkie Gardner Ltd.; Grano- 
lithic paving: Stuarts Granolithic Co. Ltd.; kitchen equipment: 
Summerling & Co. Ltd.; wall tiling: Tile Decorations Ltd.; plastering: 
Thompson Brothers Ltd.; steel windows & lantern light: C. 
Welstead Ltd.; marble work: J. Whitehead & Sons Ltd.; carving 
James Woodford; terrazzo: Zanelli (London) Ltd. 
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Notes from February Council Meeting 


AT THE PRESIDENT’S PRESS CONFERENCE 
following the February 7 meeting of 
Council, Sir William Holford gave details 
of various matters discussed. 

Joint Meeting with Civils: Mr. Howard 
Lobb, CBE, FRIBA, will speak for the 
architectural profession at the joint meet- 
ing with the Institution of Civil Engineers 
at the RIBA on March 7. Mr. W. S. 
Atkins will speak for the Engineers. 

Allied Society for North Staffs: Archi- 
tects in North Staffordshire are to have 
their own Allied Society and will have a 
regionally elected member of the RIBA 
Council. 

Piranesi Etchings: Mr. Grahame B. 
Tubbs (Ret’d F) has presented to the 
Library his father’s collection of Piranesi 
etchings. 

Housing Conference: A conference on 
housing, to be run on lines similar to the 
Hospitals course last year, will be held 
at the Institute in April, 1962. It will 
last a week and will be followed by 3- and 
4-day tours to the Continent. 450 tickets 
will be available, and bookings may now 
be made. 

Joint Consultative Committee: Drafts 
of Standard Forms of Estimate and nomi- 
nations, prepared by the RICS, have been 
cleared with al] sub-contractors’ organisa- 
tions except the Heating and Electrical 
engineers. When these bodies have 
accepted them, the Committee will discuss 
and approve the drafts. 

The NFBTE members will submit draft 
headings for a Code of Precedure on Job 
Management to the next meeting, and the 
Committee will divide the detailed work 
among its members. 

The advice of an academic economist 
is to be sought on the best means of 
assessing the size of building industry 
capital tied up in retention funds and 
bonds. 

The new constitution of the Committee 
is now in force. Mr. George Grosvenor 
remains as chairman until the new session 
in October, when the RIBA takes over 
the secretaryship. 

The NFBTE members asked the RIBA 
and RICS to concur in the issue of a 
notice—to be sent with tenders—to archi- 
tects and building owners emphasising 
that firm price tendering depended on full 
pre-planning. The Administrative Com- 
mittee is to draft as a matter of urgency 
an amended version of such a notice 
acceptable to all parties. 


Allied Society Finance 
New System to Operate 


THE RIBA COUNCIL considered at its 
December meeting a report by the Finance 
and House Committee on the financing of 
Allied Societies in the UK, when the 
following decision was taken: 

From 1961 the following scheme be 
introduced in the United Kingdom: 

(a) From a global sum of £20,000, 
£1,000 be retained in reserve. 

(b) £19,000 be distributed in proportion 
to the total strengths of RIBA members 
(Fs. As, Ls, Ss) in Allied Societies as 





returned for claiming purposes in 1959. 

(c) That no Society receive less than it 
did in 1959. 

(d) That no Society receive less than 
£250. 

(e) That the amounts required for 
adjustments described at (c) and (d) above 
be taken from the £1,000 reserve. 

(f) That the balance of £600 be retained 
as a special reserve from which additional 
grants may be made on application by 
Allied Societies for particular purposes. 

(g) That these grants be paid annually 
in 1961-62-63 and that the global figure 
and the strengths of Allied Societies be 
reviewed during 1963 with a view to 
adjustment for the next triennial period. 


Administrative Savings Foreseen 


Commenting on the scheme in a leading 
article, the ‘RIBA Journal’ (February, 
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1961) states: ‘The existing system by 
which the Council returns to each Society 
a proportion of its members’ subscrip- 
tions involves both the Institute and the 
honorary secretaries in a mass of wasteful 
administrative work. The Council’s 
decision to introduce a block grant for 
each Society will eliminate this waste, 
but it will not greatly alter the financial 
situation of any Society. In the first 
instance the block grant is only for one 
year, to enable the Societies to comment 
on the proposals. Thereafter the grant, 
once fixed, will last for three years. 

‘Nobody supposes that this scheme 
solves all the financial problems of the 
Societies or enables the Institute to give 
all the help it would like to give where 
it is most needed—although for the first 
time there will be a small fund of £600 a 
year for special cases. No formula has 
yet been found that would enable the 
Council to raise the grant to a point that 
would enable all Societies to abolish their 
annual subscriptions and open the door to 
automatic membership... .’ 


Nottingham to Appoint City Architect 
City Council’s Proposal Carried by One Vote 


NOTTINGHAM CITY COUNCIL decided on 
February 6 by a one-vote majority to 
appoint a City Architect. As_ briefly 
reported in our last issue, the proposal 
was ‘ That having regard to the extent of 
the Corporation’s building operations, 
which are likely to continue for an in- 
definite period of time, and to the neces- 
sity for ensuring optimum standards of 
design and _ efficiency, this Council 
instructs the general purposes committee 
to effect a merger of the architectural sec- 
tions of the City Engineer’s Department 
so as to form a separate department of 
the Corporation and to select a suitable 
person to be recommended to this Coun- 
cil for the appointment as City Architect 
in charge of this department.’ 

CLLR. NOEL HEWARD, moving the resolu- 
tion, said that the appointment would be 
a sign that the council cared about the 
quality and appearance of its buildings. 
‘It would be a decisive step towards rais- 
ing the city’s architectural standard of 
design.’ But, he added, architects were 
not trying to assert control over the 
Borough Engineer, whose contribution to 
the health and efficient working of Not- 
tingham was indisputable. 

Cllr. Heward went on to say that they 
were ‘only trying to assert a simple but 
fundamental principle that architectural 
work should be controlled by architects, 
just as engineering work is controlled by 
engineers. If we appoint a City Archi- 
tect it will not transform Nottingham 
over-night. Architects, like any other 
professional men, vary in quality and the 
council would have to take the greatest 
care to pick the right man who would 
have the qualities of enthusiasm, leader- 
ship, efficiency and capacity for design, a 
knowledge of the economics of building, 
and would gather round him an enthusi- 
astic and capable team.’ He said that 
experience showed that where the 
engineer and architect enjoyed equal 





status the relationship was far better 
because the main cause of friction had 
been removed and both would, of course, 
be joint planning officers. 

Cllr. Heward stated that a recent 
Ministry inquiry had shown that Notting- 
ham had no architectural development 
plan. ‘ We are at present in Nottingham 
on the eve of what can be a great and 
significant period in the rebuilding of our 
city. To accomplish this, team work will 
be necessary and to complete the team of 
engineer and surveyor we need a City 
Architect.’ 


The Opposition’s Views 


CLLR. R. D. NEALE opposed the resolu- 
tion. He was satisfied the present 
departments functioned efficiently ‘ and 
that Nottingham’s housing estates were 
second to none in the country. The new 
colleges, schools and libraries going up 
were a credit to the city. He had a finan- 
cial expert’s support in saying that the 
creation of a city architect’s position 
would cost the council another £20,000 a 
year. 

ALD. W, G. E. DYER, leader of the Con- 
servative group, opposing, said he would 
put the cost at nearly £50,000 annually in 
five years’ time, when such expenses as 
the cost of building a new department, 
the 12} per cent increase in the salaries 
of senior officers, housing and car allow- 
ances, and the appointment of additional 
staff were taken into consideration. He 
thought that the present system of paying 
for advice when it was needed was ade- 
quate. ‘ You can buy a lot of advice for 
that amount of money,’ he said. 

ALD. ERIC FOSTER, leader of the Labour 
group, denied that the appointment 
would cost an extra £50,000 a year. He 
was prepared to concede an extra £11,000, 
but since at least £20,000 would be saved 
on work at present given to private prac- 
tice he thought that was a fair economy. 
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The Institute of Builders 
Lord Mayor on Need for Greater Speed in Building 


MEMBERS AND GUESTS attending the 
annual dinner of the Institute of Builders, 
which was held at Guildhall, London, on 
Tuesday evening with the President, Mr. 
G. O. Swayne, OBE, in the chair, heard 
the Lord Mayor, Sir Bernard Waley- 
Cohen, issue a challenge to the building 
industry to speed up the whole tempo of 
building and civil engineering works in 
tune with the age in which we live. 

In proposing the toast of the Lord 
Mayor, the Corporation of London and 
the Sheriffs, MR. H. S. ODDIE, Hon. Trea- 
surer and Past President, IoB, said that 
the City Corporation, as planning 
authority, along with the Greater London 
Plan, had the tremendous responsibility 
of preserving what was worthwhile of the 
old buildings and assessing the virtues of 
the new proposals. He hoped that the 
City would always try and preserve the 
‘ higgledy-piggledy ’ charm of the City. 

Referring to the Barbican scheme, he 
said that this was a tremendous develop- 
ment in the tightly bound City of London. 
He would like to see many more build- 
ings bear the inscription of the architects 
and builders who designed and built 
them, and he commended this idea to the 
Corporation. If the City adopted this 
idea, he thought that perhaps other areas 
would follow suit. 

The LORD MAYOR, in his response, said 
he did not think that it would be at all 
wise to label all new buildings with the 
name of their architects and builders. 
In view of the good profits made by the 
builders and the excellent fees collected 
by the architects, he believed that many 
of these gentlemen might prefer to remain 
anonymous! 

Sir Bernard said that he had had some 
experience with a very well-known firm 
of builders, and it seemed to him that, 
in getting away from small structures to 
the mammoth creations of the present 
day, the building industry should address 
itself to the science of speed. He was 
struck by the length of time it took us 


in this country to build the much-needed 
flyover or underpass, while a little country 
like Belgium could put these things up in 
a few winter months. 

The building industry had got to find 
out how, once the decision was taken to 
proceed with a scheme, to go ahead 
very quickly. Only by modern scientific 
methods, he suggested, would the build- 
ing and civil engineering industries be 
able to get on with the great urban 
developments that were needed. 

Turning to the rebuilding of the City, 
the Lord Mayor said that half the space 
destroyed by Hitler had now been re- 
placed, and that was equivalent to the full 
rateable value before the war—thanks to 
the inflationary spiral. It looked as 
though there was no real excuse why 
rates should not come down too! 

LORD GLADWYN, who proposed the toast 
of the Institute of Builders, said that 
building had an analogy with diplomacy, 
the difference being that the builders had 
something concrete to show! In addi- 
tion, builders laid bricks but diplomatists 
endeavoured to avoid dropping them. 

On a more serious note, Lord Gladwyn 
spoke of the need of the West to resist 
Mr. Khrushchev’s attempt to undermine 
NATO. In his view, if our relationship 
with the economy of Europe was not satis- 
factory, our economy would be adversely 
affected, and possibly even the building 
industry would ultimately suffer. 


‘The Professional Builder ’ 


In his response the President, MR. G. o. 
SWAYNE, referred to the Institute’s new 
examination structure, and said that the 
art and science of building now embraced 
such an extensive field that the builder 
was entitled to nothing less than the 
standards of a profession. The next 
major problem was the establishment in 
the mind of the public of the idea of the 
professional builder. This led on to one 
of the Institute’s main aims—the concept 
of a code of ethics. With the creation of 
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The Lord Mayor (Sir Bernard Waley- 
Cohen) with the President (Mr. Geoffrey 


Swayne, OBE). In the background is 
Lord Gladwyn. (Photographs: Portman 
Press Bureau Limited.) 


a recognised code of ethics for builders 
it should be possible for all members of 
the building team to draw closer. 

The toast of the guests was proposed 
by LT-COL. W. W. DOVE, CBE, TD, and the 
response was by the BISHOP OF CHESTER. 


MEMBERS AND GUESTS present included: 
Lord Bossom, Sir Hendrie Oakshott, Bt., 
Col. R. H. Studholme (Sheriff), Mr. A. K. 
Kirk (Sheriff), Col. B. J. D. Lumsden, Mr. 
Desmond Heap, Brigadier R. F. S. Gooch, 
Mr. B. J. Nicholson (Master, Carpenters’ 
Company), Capt. G. B. Barstow, Sir Edward 
Maufe (Master, Tylers’ & Bricklayers’ Com- 
pany), Sir Edward Anthony Hawke (Recorder 
of London), FM. Sir Francis Festing, Mr. 
Kenneth P. Thompson, MP, Mr. A. A. Part, 
Mr. J. A. R. Pimlott, Mr. J. R. Newman- 
Booth, Dr. J. E. Richardson, Sir E. Graham 
Savage, Mr. M. W. Bennitt, Sir William 
Holford, Mr. Gordon Ricketts, Rear- 
Admiral P. W. Burnett, Messrs. Cyril Sweett, 
F. W. Oakley, F. Russon, P. E. Trench, C. G. 


Rowlands, R. F. Mansell, Edward Playne, 
Dr. F. M. Lea, Mr. Ian Murray Leslie, 
Cllr. E. Jones (Mayor of Guildford), Mr. 


H. C. Weller (Town Clerk of Guildford), Mr. 
J. E. Brownrigg, Dr. C. A. Hart, Mr. R. E. 
Stenning. 

Professor H. O. Corfiato, Ald. C. G. Dingle 
(Mayor of Wallasey), Air Vice-Marshal G. A. 
Walker, Sir Bruce Wycherley, Messrs. 
G. W. E. Airey, B. C. Aldous, R. R. O. 
Barwick, P. H. Bates, A. G. M. Batten, J. A. 
Bird, R. H. Braybon, D. M. Chaston, L. H. 
Colls, H. E. Comben, E. J. Cook, A. P. 
Costain, MP, R. E. Costain, D. F. Cox, C. 
Culpin, D. A. Degerdon, E. H. Doubleday, 
H. Duncan-Scott, C. G. Drewitt, C. H. Elsom, 
R. R. Fairbairn, H. J. Falkus, N. S. Farrow, 
D. W. Foord (Asst. Sec.), K. C. F. Foster, 
P. Fotheringham Parker, Harvey G. Frost. 

R. H. Gallannaugh, R. O. Gerrard, A. S. 
Gray, Ald. J. J. Grogan, Nigel Hannen, B. T. 
Henman, G. A. Hill, A. M. Holbein, H. J. 
Horn, D. G. Howard, S. A. W. Johnson- 
Marshall, G. Kenyon, F. R. Leadsom, P. H. P. 
Lovell, E. . Jefferiss Mathews, D. H. 
McMorran, J. Gowing Middleton, G. F. Neal, 
D. A. Neale (Secretary), R. G. Norman, D. E. 
Woodbine Parish, L. G. Pearson, R. E. 
Perrott, H. T. Piesse, R. W. Porter, A. M. 
Reeder (Asst. Sec.), D. A. G. Reid, J. Ian 
Robertson, K. P. Rusk, P. Skelcher. 

F. R. Steele, A. C. V. Telling, J. B. 
Tompkinson, W. L. Try, H. Vincent, L. A. 
Walden, Norman E. Wates, R. W. Wates, 
R. W. Whittington, J. E. P. Wiltshier, and 
Philip F. H. Wykeham. 


News of the Week 


RIBA Meeting 

THERE WILL BE a discussion on the respon- 
sibility of the job architect at a meeting 
at the Royal Institute of British Archi- 
tects on February 21. The meeting will 
begin promptly at 6 p.m. 


RA Summer Exhibition 


THE ROYAL ACADEMY has announced the 
dates for receiving works for the 196] 
Summer Exhibition. Water colours and 
exhibits for the Architecture Room must 
be delivered on March 17, oil paintings 
on March 18 and 20, and sculpture on 
March 21. Forms and labels may be 
obtained from the Academy on and after 
February 20. Applications by letter must 
be addressed to the Secretary, Royal 
Academy of Arts, Piccadilly, London, 
W1, and must enclose the handling fee of 
10s. The fee will entitle the artist 
to submit the maximum (three) number 
of works. The Exhibition opens on April 
29 and closes on August 13. 


Study Tour of Germany 


A sTuDY ToUR of Germany, which will 
include visits to Bonn, Bad Godesberg, 
Cologne, Dusseldorf, Essen, Hanover and 
Berlin, is being arranged for British archi- 
tects from April 23 to April 29. Several 
prominent German architects, among 
them Professor Selg, Dr. Reichow and 
Professor Hillebrecht, will act as guides 
at various stages. Full information about 
the tour, for which the inclusive cost will 
be £48, may be obtained from England- 
reisen GMBH, 22 Copse-avenue, West 
Wickham, Kent. 


‘New Roads for London’ Exhibition 


THERE OPENED at London County Hall 
yesterday (February 16) an exhibition, 
entitled ‘New Roads for London,’ and 
designed to encourage the recruitment 
of staff which will be required now that 
the roads programme is to be expanded 
to £10 million a year. It demonstrates 
the teamwork necessary between 
engineer, town planner, architect and 
surveyor to achieve a road programme 
which will enhance London’s efficiency 
without spoiling its amenities. Models, 
maps, photograph and drawings illustrate 
numerous schemes in development or 
planned for the future to improve 
London’s road system. The show is open 
at the North block (Chicheley-street) 
until March 4, 10 a.m. to 6.30 p.m. week- 
days, 10 a.m. to 12 noon Saturdays. 


Hospital Ward Design 
THE MINISTRY OF HEALTH has now distri- 
buted to hospital authorities in England 
and Wales the third of its new series of 
Hospital Building Notes. This one is on 
‘ward units’ and relates to the design 
of medical and surgical wards in non- 
teaching hospitals. It has also been pub- 
lished by the Stationery Office at ls. 6d. 
These Notes are to help _ hospital 
authorities both in preparing their build- 
ing programmes and in achieving efficient 
and economical planning and building. 
They will be revised as often as may be 
necessary to keep them fully up-to-date 


in the light of further practical experi- 
ence, changes in technique, and develop- 
ments in medicine. 


Open Forum on Tall Buildings 


THE SUCCESSFUL SERIES of discussions on 
Tall Building arranged by the Brixton 
School of Building is to be completed 
by an Open Forum to be held on March 
1, at 6.45 p.m. at Ferndale-road. Prin- 
cipal speakers from previous discussions 
are expected to be present to deal with 
questions and those wishing to attend 
are invited to submit questions in ad- 
vance to the Principal. Tickets (free) 
from the Secretary at Ferndale-road, 
Sw4. 


Sir Herbert Manzoni to Visit N. America 


SIR HERBERT MANZONI, president of the 
Institution of Civil Engineers, will leave 
on a five-week visit to the West Indies, 
USA and Canada on February 21. He 
will represent the three senior British 
Engineering Institutions — of Civil, 
Mechanical and of Electrical Engineers, 
accompanied by Mr. A. McDonald, Secre- 
tary of the Institution of Civil Engineers. 
The purpose of the visit is to meet mem- 
bers and to discuss with them various 
problems which arise over membership, 
engineering education and training, re- 
search, local professional standards and 
national societies, the presentation and 
discussion of papers on engineering sub- 
jects, and other matters of interest. 
During the tour Sir Herbert and Mr. 
McDonald will have talks with the 
American Society of Civil Engineers, the 
Ontario Hydro-Electric Commission, and 
the joint Canadian, USA and United 
Kingdom Civil Engineers’ Group. The 
tour will conclude with a visit to the 
Engineering Institute of Canada at 
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Montreal, and to members at Ottawa. 
Sir George McNaughton will deputise for 
Sir Herbert Manzoni during his absence. 


Professional 
Announcements 

MR. ARTHUR H. W. MOLD, ARIBA, has joined 
the firm of MESSRS. LOCKE, SON AND NEW- 
COMBE, of Newton Abbot and Dartmouth, 
and has been appointed the area architect in 
charge of the Dartmouth office, where he 
will be pleased to receive trade catalogues. 
The address is 7, Hauley-road, Dartmouth 
(tel.: Dartmouth 383). 

MESSRS. JOHN WATSON & CARTER, chartered 
quantity surveyors, of Hull, Grimsby and 
Huddersfield, have opened a branch office 
at 96, Piccadilly, London, WI, under the 
management of Mr. J. E. D. Beeton, ARICS, 
who will be pleased to receive trade litera- 
ture. 


A Hundred Years Ago 
From The Builder of February 16, 1861 


JAPANESE GENIUS FOR IMITATION.—The 
astonishing aptitude of the Japanese for 
imitating everything they see appears to 
be a constant source of interest and 
amusement to the members of the Lega- 
tions; and some of the most impossible 
things to do appear to have been given 
to some of the more ingenious workmen, 
in order to try them, rather than with 
any hope of success; but a failure is said 
to be rare. Chubb’s lock was given to a 
clever lacquer-ware man merely to fix on 
a box which had been ordered. The box 
was duly produced, the lock admirably 
fitted, but something drew attention to 
the key; when, upon minute inspection, it 
was found that both lock and key were 
imitations! Friend Sabie, the name of 
the ingenious individual, had been so 
struck with the beauty and perfection of 
the lock, that in an incredibly short time 
he had succeeded in finding a workman 
to produce so exact a counterfeit, that it 
was by the merest accident the trick was 
discovered. 


Coming Events 


TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 21 

HOUSING CENTRE TRUST.—' New Towns 
Within Cities,’ by Mr. Walter Bor. 13 Suf- 
folk-st., SWl. 6 p.m. 

INSTITUTE OF BUILDERS.— Problems Asso- 
ciated with the Construction of Tall Build- 
ings, by Mr. L. K. Bond, 48 Bedford-sq., 
WCI. 6.30 p.m. 

RIBA.—Discussion on the Responsibility of 
the Job Architect. 66, Portland-pl., W1. 
6.30 p.m. 

INSTITUTE OF BUILDERS LICENTIATE DISCUS- 
SION CLUB (MAIDSTONE & DISTRICT CENTRE).— 
‘History of Portland Cements,’ by Mr. N. 
Lowe. Royal Star Hotel, Maidstone. 7.30 
p.m. 

RICS (JUNIOR ORGANISATION).— New Ways 
with Concrete,’ by Mr. F. D. Lydon. Tavi- 
stock Restaurant, WCl. 7.40 p.m. (dinner 
6.30 p.m.). 

NORTHANTS., BEDS. & HUNTS. ASSOCIATION 
OF ARCHITECTS (NORTHAMPTONSHIRE BRANCH). 
—lIllustrated Lecture: ‘The Artist in Asso- 
ciation with the Architect,’ by Mr. W. 
Mitchell. The George Hotel, Kettering. 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 22 

FEDERATION OF MASTER _ BUILDERS.— 
Luncheon. Grosvenor House, Park-la., Wl. 

p.m. 

ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION. — ‘ Housing 
Experiment at Peterlee,’ by Messrs. V. Pas- 
more, P. Daniel and R.-Gazzard. 34-36 Bed- 
ford-sq., WCl. 8 p.m. (dinner 7 p.m.). 

INSTITUTE OF BUILDERS LICENTIATE DISCUS- 
SION CLUB (LIVERPOOL & DISTRICT CENTRE).— 
Film: ‘The Eighth Sea.’ Exchange Hotel, 


Liverpool 2. 7.30 p.m. 

INSTITUTE OF BUILDERS LICENTIATE DISCUS- 
SION CLUB (BRIGHTON & DISTRICT CENTRE).— 
First annual dinner and dance. Salisbury 
Hotel, Brighton. 7.30 p.m. 


THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 23 

INSTITUTION OF STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS.— 
‘Model Methods, with Particular Reference 
to Three Recent Applications in the Field 
of Steel, Composite and Concrete Construc- 
tion,’ by Prof. S. R. Sparkes and Dr. J. C. 
Chapman. 11 Upper Belgrave-st., SW. 6 
p.m. 

LONDON REGIONAL JOINT APPRENTI. £SHIP 
COMMITTEE FOR THE BUILDING INDUSTRY.— 
Presentation of National Joint Apprentice- 
ship Board Prizes to London Apprentices, by 
Sir Richard Coppock. RIBA, 66 Portland- 
pl, Wl. 7 p.m. 

INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS.— 
Annual dinner. Grosvenor-hse., Park-la., 
W1. 7.30 p.m. 

BRITISH COLOUR COUNCIL. — Exhibition 
of colour trends in interior decoration. 13 
Portman-sq., W1 (10 a.m. to 4.30 p.m.—until 
March 24), 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 24 

ART WORKERS GUILD.— Modern Continental 
Churches: New Forms of Expression,’ by 
Bro. M. Farey. 6 Queen-sq., Bloomsbury, 
WCl. 7 p.m. 

FACULTY OF ARCHITECTS & SURVEYORS.-— 
Annual dinner. Members’ Dining Roozn, 
House of Commons. 8 p.m. (preceded by 
tour of Palace of Westminster at 6.30 p.m.). 
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More Everyday Things 
BY ARTHUR W. KENYON, CBE, FRIBA 
29. Working With One’s Hands 


ARCHITECTS AND CRAFTSMEN alike in the 
building industry know the satisfaction 
of working with one’s hands—the physi- 
cal experience of the joy of creation. 
Only a limited number of us, however, 
can share the privilege of working in the 
building trade where it is possible to 
enjoy all kinds of handicrafts; nor can 
we all aspire to redecorating our own 
homes wherein sO many nowadays are 
able to find an outlet for their crafts- 
man’s yearning. 

Some time ago when we were wanting 
a model made, I was asked whether we 
would give a young unknown model- 
maker a chance. When I asked who he 
was I was told that he was a young bank 
clerk who made models as a hobby. The 
risk seemed worth taking, and anyway I 
likea the idea of bank clerks making 
models, so he set to work and an excel- 
lent job he made of it, even if his methods 
were a little unorthodox by professional 
standards. This did not mean, of course. 
that he had any idea of giving up banking 
as his professional career, but there was 
a satisfaction for him in making models 
which his daily life with figures did not 
provide. 

On another occasion, I had a compli- 
cated spiral staircase to construct. The 
drawings looked equally complicated, and 
when I sent these to the builder for a 


price, the estimate eventually came to me 
complete with a model of the finished 
staircase. I was amazed by this unprece- 
dented submission, and when on inquiry 
I found that the model had been made 
by the pricing clerk I asked him to come 





and see me. He told me he had made 
the model because he would not have 
been quite sure otherwise how the stair- 
case was to be constructed. 

I remember that the late Sir Stephen 
Tallents, who wrote such delightful 
articles on country lore, grew briar roses 
and made pipes for himself and his 
friends. He used to trap moles and cure 
the skins, from which he then made mole- 
skin purses. He told me of these and 
many other equally fascinating feats of 


National Parks Commission Report 
Voluntary Control of Afforestation Scheme 


IN THEIR eleventh annual report* pub- 
lished on February 1, the National Parks 
Commission say that they had hoped that 
the year of their tenth anniversary might 
have been marked by the introduction of 
a Government Bill to give effect to the 
amendments to the National Parks Act 
which they and the park planning 
authorities had recommended to the 
Minister. Though there does not appear 
any immediate prospect of legislation, the 
Commission are in the process of pre- 
paring their final proposals in consulta- 
tion with all other interested bodies. 
The Commission express concern at the 
considerable increase in _ large-scale 
private afforestation schemes in national] 
parks. As the law now stands, the plant- 
ing of trees is outside planning control, 
and. in March, 1960, the Commission 
informed the Minister of Housing and 
Local Government that, in their opinion, 
some form of control should be intro- 
duced as a matter of urgency. At the 
Minister’s invitation the Commission 
have since taken part in discussions 
which he has held with the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, the 
Forestry Commission, the Timber 
Growers’ Organisation and the Country 
Landowners’ Association to work out an 
acceptable voluntary scheme of control. 
Since the report was submitted to the 
Minister, a scheme has been agreed under 


which the Timber Growers’ Organisation 
and the Country Landowners’ Association 
will advise their members to consult park 
planning authorities on all proposals for 
the afforestation of any land in national 
parks which has not hitherto been 
planted, and the Commission will advise 
park planning authorities to give this 
voluntary scheme a trial. 

The third conference of park planning 
authorities will be organised by the 
Snowdonia Park Joint Advisory Commit- 
tee at Harlech in May when Mr. Henry 
Brooke, Minister of Housing and Local 
Government, will address them. 

The report mentions that during the 
year the Minister confirmed designation 
orders for areas of outstanding natural 
beauty in the Malvern Hills, Cornwall, 
North Devon and South Devon amount- 
ing to almost 600 sq. miles. There are 
now twelve areas of outstanding natural 
beauty and the total area of beautiful 
country now thus designated amounts to 
1,700 sq. miles. During the year the 
Commission advised on over 400 projects 
for development and considered propo- 
sals of the Forestry Commission for 
afforestation relating to over 9,000 acres. 


*The Eleventh Report of the National 
Parks Commission for the year ending Sep- 
tember 30, 1960. HMSO, price 6s. 
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craftsmanship which were his hobby and 
delight. Among his other country pur- 
suits he was an authority on scything. 
All this went with the professional train- 
ing of a civil servant. 

There are so many of these crafts pur- 
sued as hobbies by the people one meets 
in one’s day-to-day encounters—often in 
the most unlikely quarters. I meet pot- 
ters, rug-makers, tapestry weavers, and 
two men of my acquaintance who lead 
sedentary lives, are masters in the art of 
petit-point. Only yesterday a silver tea 
spoon was given to me by a retired estate 
developer, who had fashioned it beauti- 
fully with his own hands and given it his 
own assay stamp. I have spoken before 
of the soothing effect of the gardener’s 
rhythmic digging, and I believe the same 
kind of , peaceful satisfaction is to be 
enjoyed in the pursuit of most handi- 
crafts, provided they do not become a 
labour. 

Occupational therapy has now won its 
place as an important branch of our hos- 
pital services, although not so very long 
ago it was the Cinderella of the medical 
service. But there is no need to wait for 
hospital treatment to start on our own 
course of therapy. The opportunities for 
handicrafts lie all around us. So often 
one hears people say: ‘How wonderful 
to be able to work with your hands.’ 
Hands were made for work and I am sure 
there is pleasurable work for all. 


Surrey Builder’s Appeal 
to Planners 


* Release Land for Redevelopment’ 


MR. W. P. REGAN, president of the West 
Surrey Association of Building Trades 
Employers, at the Association’s recent 
annual dinner at Guildford, appealed to 
the planning authorities to recognise the 
fact that there was an acute housing 
shortage in West Surrey and to release 
land wherever possible. 

As members of the public, said Mr. 
Regan, builders were as interested as any 
other section of the community in seeing 
the beauty of the countryside preserved, 
but they were dismayed when planning 
permission was refused for a piece of 
land which had neither scenic beauty nor 
agricultural value to warrant its stagna- 
tion. The refusal was based on the fact 
that it fell within an area hatched on a 
map by somebody many years ago. 

Appealing for more land, Mr. Regan 
asked the planning authorities within 
urban areas to look sympathetically at 
well-designed redevelopment schemes 
which gave higher density without in any 
way lowering the standard of the dis- 
trict. In most cases an architect could 
and did improve the property and the dis- 
trict by designing several modern homes 
on a site occupied by a near derelict, 
rambling Victorian house and grounds. 


Track for Indoor Athletics 


IT IS UNDERSTOOD that Odhams Press are 
in the final stages of negotiation to pro- 
vide and equip a track for indoor 
athletics. The track will probably be 
established at the Empire Pool, Wembley. 
at a cost of about £10,000. 
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Royal Institute of British Architects 


President's Address to Students and Annual Criticism of Work 


At a Meeting of the Royal Institute of British Architects on January 24 
the president, Sir William Holford, MA, gave the annual address to students 
after which Mr. R. H. Sheppard, FRIBA, presented his criticism of work 


submitted for prizes and studentships. 


At a meeting on February 7 Dr. 


Reyner Banham lectured on ‘The History of the Immediate Future.’ 
Extracts from the two addresses and the lecture are given below. 


Sir William Holford’s Address 


THE OLDEST MEMBERS of the profession 
can produce highly creative work while 
the youngest can, I am sorry to say, be 
as lacking in vitality and in promise as 
last year’s bird’s nest, and I think the 
reverse can equally be true. It is one of 
the reasons why so much interest is taken 
in architectural education by those who 
are in process of being educated and also 
partly explains why we maintain, as a 
profession, a competition system which is 
open to practising members and occa- 
sionally to students as well. It is also 
part of our history and background from 
which has emerged at different times our 
independent schools such as the Archi- 
tectural Association, our strongly de- 
veloped Architectural Press and the 
whole series of energetic and effective 
forums of discussion of which one of the 
most recent is the British Architectural 
Students Association. 

The submission of prize designs, com- 
petition designs and project designs to 
the judgment of one’s fellow architects, 
however fallible that judgment may be in 
certain cases, has a double justification. 
it stretches one’s own faculties and it 
may contribute to the common stock. 

There is very little doubt that our com- 
mon stock at the moment is not rich and 
strong enough to meet all the demands 
that should be made upon it. Our job 
is to renew and to improve the whole of 
our environment, which includes the 
small things that people use every day and 
the big things like the reconstruction of 
city centres or the design of groups of 
buildings in an age of increasing motor 
traffic. 

I think that genius will make its own 
running and cannot, in any case, be 
organised, but in a world of mounting 
population the ordinary tasks are now 
becoming really formidable. I feel that 
the intelligent analysis of building pro- 
grammes, and the working out of a 
rational and a comprehensive design for 
the sensitive treatment of sites and sur- 
roundings will contribute most to the 
improvement of our common architec- 
tural resources. 

Training is clearly the key to this im- 
provement and by training I mean the 
patient and the consistent assimilation of 
the techniques of building, from student 
days onwards through the other five ages 
of Shakespeare’s man, to that unglamor- 
ous time when most of one’s work is 
done on committees. 

In spite of the large volume of build- 
ing work which the profession has in 
hand at the moment, I would say the 
profession is up against it. Training, 
patronage, remuneration, building econo- 


mics, the dissemination of technical 
information, contractural and professional 
competition in the building world, the 
growth of population and traffic on an 
area of land which is forever limited— 
all these and many other problems are 
asking to be resolved simultaneously, and 
in the business of organising these things, 
the sheer machinery of getting round 
them, so to speak, we may have little time 
left for doing what I think we are trained 
to do: designing a better environment 
in all its senses. 

Traffic wardens we have, I am sorry to 
say, and design wardens are littered 
about both town and country, but what 
are these design wardens going to see as 
another generation passes? Are they 
going to see the same historic monuments 
their fathers saw but fewer and gradu- 
ally drowning in a sea of bungalows and 
car parks? Or are they going to see 
some new links added to our long build- 
ing and landscape tradition which, in 
turn, they will come to admére and, in 
turn, will want to preserve ? This is why 
I think we need a well-equipped and 
interdependent profession. 


Mr. R. H. Sheppard's Critique 


ARCHITECTURE is for use in this age and 
at this time. It must work technically, 
spiritually, and in form, and if it achieves 
what Furneaux Jordan in one of the 
Sunday papers calls the creative act, that 
is all to the good, but here, as juries, we 
judge on its other functions as well. If 
there are some among you, and I know 
there are, who feel they achieved in their 
specimens this creative act which relates 
you to genius, well, perhaps you are, but 
we honestly did not see it; with the possi- 
bility, of course, that juries are blind, 
but we did our best. 

We were not enthusiastic about you; 
in fact we made a lot of rude comments. 
In quite a lot of cases, we failed to award 
any prizes at all. We have done that 
only after a long and bitter controversy, 
because we did not feel that the standard 
of entries was sufficiently good to enable 
us to award the prizes. I certainly think 
that, as a whole, there has not been a 
good crop this year; there are no geniuses 
among this year’s entries. Genius occurs 
very seldom indeed, so do not be dis- 
couraged. 

One of the curious things, to me. in 
going round all the drawings, was that 
there was no evidence of what the presi- 
dent called intuitive inspiration from 
other architects. Architecture is a curi- 
ous art; one gets tremendous inspiration, 
as an architect, from one’s client. A 
good building is very largely dependent 
on the relationship which gets estab- 


lished between the client and the archi- 
tect. It is extremely difficult to design 
buildings in a vacuum, to design build- 
ings to a bit of paper which tells you 
how large and in what sequences certain 
rooms will be. 

I was surprised and disappointed to see 
how few of the competitors had as their 
object some great master whose work 
they revered and very largely reproduced. 
It is that way that development comes, 
and most of the entrants seemed to take 
as their model a standard piece of perfec- 
tion of a county council and that was 
enough. 

A student, it seems to me, has got to 
work from inside himself. He has to find 
out in the realm of buildings which have 
been done and designs which have been 
done, what really satisfies him; something 
that means something to him personally, 
and he starts to try to emulate that in 
his own drawings. There was only one, 
and we gave it a prize, in which obviously 
the man had been inspired by Aalto, and 
I felt, in that particular case, Aalto inside 
that man had been a tremendous influ- 
ence and inspiration to him. 

It seemed to me that some of you either 
were not spending money on books or 
were not bothering to go to the libraries 
and look at them. I expected to see 
something of the use of concrete which 
one associates with Le Corbusier but I 
did not see it. There was little to be 
seen which had anything of that quality, 
or anything that derived from it. I do not 
know who you are looking at today but 
there are, I presume, some important 
buildings of the last five years and I 
would have expected to see some of them 
brought in. 

I would like to begin with the RIBA 
Intermediate Design Prize, for which the 
jury unfortunately recommend no award 
at all. They did not think the standard 
of design reached a level at which they 
could make an award. A commendation 
goes to the author of the design 
‘ Zeitgeist,’ Mr. Bignall; it is only a com- 
mendation and not a prize. I congratu- 
late all the entrants on their patience. 

I think the Institute ought to do some- 
thing about the timetable for these de- 
signs. The forms of application for the 
Intermediate Design Prize came in on 
January 15, 1960, en loge March 15, and 
the award is made on January 24, 1961 
—more than a year to decide whether 
you would go in for it or not. It seems 
to me that a system of prizes and student- 
ships like this demands rather m ore 
patience than design ability. 

As regards this particular scheme, it 
was for an airport for a small town, a 
very complicated scheme to tackle. It 
was too much for the majority of people 
who sent in drawings; their plans did 
not work, for the most part. In this 
particular case, it might have been a good 
exercise if the circulation problems had 
not been so difficult for you to work out. 
An aircraft building seems to me the 
sort which would appeal not only 
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to students but to anyone, because it has 
at the back of it the attraction of aircraft 
forms and aircraft construction methods. 
If there is any such emotion or imagina- 
tive appeal it has not come out in most of 
the schemes but it did come out in one. 
‘Most of the better ones,’ say the jury, 
‘make no attempt to handle circulation, 
and very few seem to have let themselves 
go as they might have done, in the con- 
trol tower.’ 


The Victory Scholarship 


The jury awarded the Victory Scholar- 
ship to No. 7. In this case, the subject, ‘A 
Students’ Union’ was taken from life and 
is a problem which, subject to cost, is 
now being encountered in universities, 
teachers’ training colleges, colleges of 
advanced technology, etc. The site the 
competitors were given is interesting; it 
has a big break in the levels running 
north to south, and the break in the levels 
occurred on the westward boundary of 
the site. It is almost bisected by an 
approach road to the teaching buildings 
running east to west. 

It is surprising how few competitors 
seem to have taken advantage of the fall 
in the levels; few seemed to have visual- 
ised the site. It is difficult to visualise a 
site, particularly when it is an abstract 
one and you cannot see it, but part of 
the architect’s job is to be able to 
visualise what he cannot see. 

Fortunately for the critic, most of the 
schemes put in fell into three clearly 
defined groups, the most common being 
the courtyard plan. Most people seemed 
to be obsessed by internal courtyards, 
which was strange when you _ have 
a site which has such a marvellous view 
and such a marvellous opportunity as 
this one. The second group tended to go 
towards the cross axis and developing 
schemes, based on a sort of cruciform 
plan. The third went for adding one 
chamber pot to another and hoping by 
their juxtaposition that it would come out 
all right. It did not. 

The jury thought the general level of 
design was disappointing and I am bound 
to say, generally, I agree with them. Most 
of the designers seemed to be incapable 
of developing their designs. Very few of 
the competitors really seemed to develop 
their schemes beyond their day esquisse. 
Some schemes improved immensely on 
development; others remained as they 
were—fantasy and dreams which never 
got down to facts. 


Neo-Aalto Work 


The winner’s scheme was a very nice 
neo-Aalto piece of work. Even in its 
constructional details, it showed that the 
student had absorbed and thought a con- 
siderable amount about the way Aalto’s 
effects were got, and it is extremely com- 
petent, beautifully drawn, with a well- 
defined sense of scale, which was notably 
absent from some other schemes; it did 
more in its drawings and the feeling 
behind them to indicate this and the 
quality of the materials and their juxta- 
position to one another than any of the 
other schemes. 

For the Measured Drawings Prize, 
there was no award for very obvious 


reasons. I quite understand your reluct- 
ance to measure work of which, pre- 
sumably, you disapprove, or which has 
only historic interest. The jury felt that 
there was no enthusiasm in any of the 
entries; the selection of subjects was dull 
and draughtsmanship was poor. 

The jury ask me to say that it deplores 
the fact that so little interest is shown 
in the Measured Drawings Prize and 
would like to ask if it is possible for the 
schools to foster more interest in 
measured drawings which they feel still 
to be an important and valid part of 
architectural education. 

We did not consider that any of the 
three submissions for the Owen Jones 
Studentship were up to a standard that 
could justify us in making an award; nor 
did we feel that they could be fairly put 
in order of merit. The greatest dis- 
appointment was at the standard shown in 
all three of the original designs. None 
of us felt that they really measured up 
to the standard set in previous years. 

The RIBA Silver Medal and £50-——not 
much for an essay ‘expected to make 
some contribution to architectural 
thought or scholarship.’ I felt, perhaps. 
we were a little severe over this. I 
personally very much liked an essay sub- 
mitted by one Wellbank on Norman 
Shaw and I highly recommend him to re- 
write it and send it in next year, because 
I feel he might win. 

Ten applicants all submitted serious 
programmes for the Shipman Studentship 
Trust. Four are historical in character 
and the remainder are technical or socio- 
logical. In our view, the latter problems 
were more suited to the Bossom Fellow- 
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ship, and we particularly commend to the 
juries for this award the enterprising sub- 
missions of Mr. Medhurst and Messrs. 
Moss and Cowan. 

The Henry Saxon Snell Award was 
given to Mr. D. W. Hubert. The stan- 
dard of submission was very high indeed. 
This candidate gave convincing evidence 
of his specialised knowledge and his pro- 
gramme of research was very valuable. 
His submission convinced the jury that 
he has a penetrative and fairly analytical 
mind. The jury was also impressed by 
the submission made by Mr. A. Monk. 

The Hunt Bursary for the study of 
housing and town planning was awarded 
to Mr. Lehrman. The jury feel he should 
be congratulated on the work submitted 
in respect of an application to study the 
impact of new buildings which are being 
erected in Massachusetts. 


The Neale Bursary 


The jury recommended that the Neale 
Bursary should go to Dr. T. L. Marsden. 
The two submissions were of extremely 
high standard and stressed evidence of 
a considerable amount of work. Dr. 
Marsden’s work, however, contains more 
original research and shows a genuine 
affection for the buildings studied with 
such care. As the type of building des- 
cribed is now disappearing, it will be of 
benefit to future historians. 

The jury recommend that the Sir 
Banister Fletcher Silver Medal should be 
made to ‘Ionia’ for a well-written essay 
which ranges fairly widely through the 
cities of the Greek Empire. I could not 
help feeling the author was merely telling 
what he had acquired from other sources. 


‘The History of the Immediate Future’ 
Dr. Reyner Banham at the RIBA 


A lecture on the above subject was 
given by Dr. Reyner Banham at a 
meeting of the RIBA on February 7. 
We take the following extracts: 


ARCHITECTURE IS NO LONGER CENTRAL to 
the business of building but has become 
a marginal or luxury activity in this field. 
To my mind, nothing better illustrates 
this state of affairs than the present con- 
dition of architectural theory, which has 
now become what some linguistic 
philosophers would call a vacuous cate- 
gory—that is, everyone agrees that it 
exists, but no-one can show that it con- 
tains anything. It is notorious, I believe, 
that the RIBA text-book committee has 
long wanted an up-to-date book on archi- 
tectural theory, but that everyone who 
has undertaken to write it has had to give 
up because it is un-writable. This is nor- 
mally taken to be so because the subject 
has become so vast and complicated, but 
this I believe to be nonsense. The situa- 
tion appears to me to be quite the other 
way about—architecture, as the process 
of creating buildings that are works of 
art, has become empty for some reason, 
the actual business of design has ceased 
to be a worthwhile or interesting occu- 
pation for the mind. 

This is not to say that the business of 
getting buildings put up is not still one 
of the most fascinating and rewarding 


occupations a man could undertake— 
simply that the part, now a very small 
part, of that business that would be 
covered by the theory of architecture, the 
art of architecture, is no longer a major 
mental discipline. It only acquires a 
degree of intellectual standing, emotional 
conviction, when it is geared to some- 
thing else. 


Examples to support this proposition 
are not difficult to find, negative and 
positive. The attempt to design by the 
light of a pure theory of architecture has 
been seen at a number of phases in the 
development of the art in this century, 
and has resulted in most of the most 
vacuous architecture we have. Instances 
are the Frenchified epoch that followed 
the collapse of pioneer modern archi- 
tecture in England—you have only to 
look at the empty expertise of the Cen- 
tral Hall, Westminster, or the Ritz to 
see what I mean. We have seen a simi- 
lar phase of architecture about architec- 
ture in Italy since the war—dazzling ex- 
pertise, brilliant enough to fool all the 
architects in the world for at least part 
of the time, but now already collapsing 
into tired sentimentality after a bare thir- 
teen or fourteen years. And I am pretty 
sure we are witnessing a similar develop- 
ment in the USA at present. Of course, 
this isn’t the only trend in that trend- 
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rich country, but it has been given un- 
due prominence over here by the decision 
of an apparently responsible body to in- 
vite one of its most trivial performers to 
come and lecture here—and call him a 
genius to his face. 

Against these demonstrations of the 
vacuity of architecture-as-such or archi- 
tecture for architecture’s sake, one may 
set any number of positive manifestations 
of architecture gaining strength, or con- 
viction, from its non-architectural con- 
tent. The examples I propose to advance 
are, for the most part, the observed 
results from which I propose to extrapo- 
late my main argument—they don’t rule 
out, of course, the possibility that a rush 
of fly-by-night affluence may so corrupt 
both clients and architects that architec- 
ture might lose its way again as surely as 
it did in the Ritz period before the 1914 
war, or what Furneaux Jordan has called 
the Playboy period after it—I might add 
here that the intellectual leadership, in 
the sense of the blind leading the blind, 
in both the Ritz and Playboy phases of 
English architecture was provided by that 
literary epitome of Architects’ Architec- 
ture, Geoffrey Scott’s book ‘ The Archi- 
tecture of Humanism,’ which furiously 
repudiated all those doctrines or theories 
that had given strength and purpose to 
the architecture of the nineteenth cen- 
tury, and to that failed movement that 
was to be the English contribution to the 
real architecture of the Twentieth. 


Unobtrusive Formalism 


Now to my positive examples. First, the 
good recent buildings in Milan. There 
can be little doubt that the two Milanese 
buildings that impressed last year’s visi- 
tors to the Triennale were the Pirelli 
tower and the Istituto Marchiondi at 
Baggio. Both of these have been casually 
damned, on the strength of photographs 
only, as formalist, and both do, indeed, 
have a quotient of formal bloody-minded- 
ness about their design, but in neither 
case is this of real importance when you 
are confronted with the works themselves 
(unlike the Torre Velasca for instance, 
where the formal bit is obtrusive every 
time you look at it). In both cases an 
over-riding non-architectural considera- 
tion made pure formalism or Architect’s 
Architecture impossible. 

In order to judge a case at all, you have 
to have standards, something to judge 
it with. And those standards have to 
come from outside architecture, and what 
drives people mad about the Smithsons 
is that the standards are apt to be dif- 
ferent from one building to the next. But 
each of their radical solutions—Hunstan- 
ton School, the House of the Future, the 
Wayland Young studio-block and, doubt- 
less the Economist Building—each of 
these has brought to the merits of the 
case outside standards of judgment. 

Now, my contention is that trends in 
architecture follow the strongest avail- 
able influence that can fill the vacuum of 
architectural theory. History filled that 
gap in the early fifties, imitating Corb 
took over for some after that, others 
turned to Detroit styling and appliance 
affluence, others again have gone to 
science fiction. or to its historicist 


brother, neo-Futurism, and at all times, 
of course, engineering has been a potent 
source of vacuum-fillers. But not a satis- 
factory one, because engineers, of the sort 
that architects can be bothered to listen 
to, are not sufficiently radical critics to 
reinforce the architect’s judgment. If the 
architect is required to judge each case 
on its merits all the engineer commonly 
does is to look in the book, like the clerk 
of the court, and read out the sentence 
after judgment has been passed—Fifty 
Shillings and Costs, Ten-Inch RSJs and 
no option. 


Discipline and Design 

However, to return to the proposition 
in hand: the strongest adjacent discipline. 
Better still, the strongest discipline that 
can be wrapped up inside, or together 
with, the process of architectural design. 
I need hardly instance the Nuffield Trust 
hospitals programme, or the schools pro- 
gramme, viewed nationally and by whom- 
soever carried out. I need hardly instance 
them as instances—since the Triennale 
they have tended to spring unbidden to 
English lips at the slightest pretext. and 
we all know we are supposed to admire 
them. But what are we supposed to 
admire? For long periods, we have 
admired them out of sheer loyalty to the 
cause, let’s face it, or because there was 
precious little else to admire in Britain. 
And yet, when one looks back over 
these programmes, one sees that what 
makes them admirable now, their intrinsic 
and essential qualities, were there all the 
time. 

The heart theme of the whole enterprise 
is a special care for the users of the build- 
ing. That care may take a variety of 
forms—believing that exposed concrete is 
good for you spiritually, or that six air- 
changes per hour are good for you physic- 
ally, but these propositions are not made 
on the basis of ‘ this is what the architect 
wants as a creative artist,’ or that ‘ this is 
what the by-laws’ require. In every case 
the architects have involved themselves 
imaginatively in the life and outlook of 
the occupiers. They may not always have 
drawn the right conclusions, they may not 
always have backed their imaginative 
hunches with research and they may not 
have applied correctly such research- 
results as they commanded. But they 
still put themselves in a special kind of 
relationship to their ultimate clients. 


The Human Sciences 


I think it is quite clear that the human 
sciences are here to stay in architecture 
—indeed, it is already becoming diffi- 
cult to think how the profession ever got 
along without them. They have arrived 
in the schools, in the double sense that 
they are part of the curriculum in all 
schools with any pretensions to being 
progressive, even if they have not yet been 
given the key position that they occupy in 
the new curriculum of the Bartlett School, 
and they have also arrived with the 
student body, though here in a rather dif- 
ferent and—to my mind—narrow-minded 
sense. That is, some sections of articulate 
student opinion seem to be setting up one 
of the human sciences—perception studies 
—as a substitute for aesthetics. This 
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won't do—perception studies may provide 
a radical critique of aesthetic trends, or 
the basis of a more rational aesthetic doc- 
trine, probably so rational and so radical 
that we shan’t recognise it as aesthetic 
at all. But to try to put in such studies 
instead of aesthetics is simply out of the 
Polytechnic frying pan into the neo- 
academic fire. Perception studies are 
part of a group of studies that consider 
how the human being works inside, they 
are subject to studies of stimulus and in- 
voluntary response, of patterns of neural 
and cerebral activity—how else do you 
suppose it was discovered that there is a 
correct speed for car direction indica- 
tors to wink at? They are, in short, part 
of the body of studies that deals with the 
balance of organism and environment, of 
respiration, and comfort levels and 
acoustics and all those. If you don’t buy 
the rest of the package when you buy 
perception studies, you stand a fair chance 
of getting diddled over what you do buy. 

But there is an even more compelling 
reason for buying the whole kit—it gives 
architects a piece of what is probably the 
greatest intellectual adventure of the day. 
One of the reasons why the various 
human sciences are of such compelling 
interest is that Human Science—capital 
H capital S—is the strongest adjacent 
discipline to architecture now. What I 
am going to call The New Biology. 
because no one seems to have thought of 
a name that suits it better, looks likely 
to overhaul Physics in the near future 
and replace it as the master-technology 
of the mind. 


Hope for the Future 


My prognostication for the immediate 
future takes an either/or form. Either 
British and world architects will join the 
intellectual adventure of Human Science 
and transform itself, or it will fail to 
make the imaginative leap, and turn 
introspective again. Unfortunately, I can 
see two reasons why the latter might 
happen. One is the possibility of aesthe- 
tic failure—the Human Sciences will not 
become architecture unless a means can 
be found to express them as surely as the 
forms of the International Style expressed 
the mechanistic inspiration of its masters 
in the nineteen twenties. The success of 
the Notts/Clasp school at the Triennale 
suggests that it might come quietly and 
of its own accord, but in general a Fuller 
dome carries the message with far greater 
force. The motive power will have to 
come from outside architecture, but the 
formal convictions and the creative sweat 
will have to come from inside. 

The other reason lies with the men 
involved. What killed the English Free 
Architecture of the beginning of the cen- 
tury was the sincere, responsible, deeply 
felt and long pondered attitude of its 
masters and exponents. The resulting 
atmosphere of conscientious humility, 
moral superiority and general lack of 
interest in the outside world exuded by 
Lethaby’s writings or by the Architec- 
tural Review in its early, Lethaby- 
dominated phase, is suffocating; the 
failure to realise what was at stake out- 
side his own private cottage dream 
revealed in the opinions of Voysey is 
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quite daunting. No wonder the genera- 
tion glorified in the writings of Goodhart- 
Rendel turned elsewhere for inspiration. 
Similarly, the outburst of formalism in 
the generation of students who qualified 
in the early ’fifties was almost certainly 
due in large measure to the assumption 
of their seniors that the virtues of func- 
tionalism were so obvious that any old 
flat-footed teaching method would suffice, 
that a teacher’s main qualification was 
soundness, not pedagogic capacity. In 
other words, the threat to any upswing 
of architecture based on the Human 
Sciences could come from, say, the Build- 
ing Research Station quite as much as 
from irresponsible aesthetes. 

No body of knowledge can inspire any- 
body to do anything if its own guardians 
should lose their dynamic. But here, I 
think. lies some grounds for optimism. 
The dynamic of biology looks like being 
so immense in the foreseeable future that 


if any one organisation, BRS or what- 
ever, should relapse into a state of smug 
know-it-all satisfaction, it will just get 
pushed aside by the pressure of informa- 
tion and speculation. The other reason I 
have for a degree of confidence in the 
outcome, is that the trend towards the 
Human Sciences puts modern architec- 
ture back on what appears, historically- 
speaking, to be its true path. At the end 
of the first great period of adventure in 
the modern movement, in 1929, Moholy- 
Nagy, in summing up the position to date, 
spoke of ‘ The biological as the guide in 
everything,’ and enunciated a slogan that 
would serve architecture well as a motto 
at any time * Man, not the product, is the 
end in view.’ If architects could hold fast 
to that precept for a decade or so, and 
not get side-tracked by purely technical 
and purely professional pre-occupations, 
the history of the immediate future could 
make exciting reading. 


The National Federation 
Lively Discussion at Annual General Meeting 


IN CONTRAST to the comparative silence 
that has marked the presentation of the 
annual report on the last few occasions 
there was lively discussion on a variety 
of topics at this year’s annual general 
meeting of the National Federation of 
Building Trades Employers, which was 
held at the RIBA building, 66 Portland- 
place, W1, on February 8. 

Before the report was presented MR. A. 
siM, President of the Scottish Building 
Trades Federation (Employers), who was 
speaking on behalf of the kindred organi- 
sations represented, said he hoped that it 
would not be long before the Scottish 
and English Federations achieved a more 
definite arrangement for working 
together. This was especially important 
on such matters as wages and conditions, 
and he looked forward to the time when 
one Federation could speak for the whole 
of the British building industry. 

In introducing the report [summarised 
in ‘The Builder’ of February 10] the 
retiring President, MR. D. E. WOODBINE 
PARISH, FIOB, said that although the 
report was mainly a factual account 
of the National Federation’s activities 
during the past year, it nevertheless pro- 
vided ample evidence of the wide scope 
of work that the Federation had un- 
remittingly engaged upon, not only for 
its members but also for the building 
industry and for the community that it 
served, and demonstrated the forward- 
looking policy of the Council. 

‘We are aware of the statistical evi- 
dence that shows that during the past 
eighteen months there has been a marked 
upward trend in the industry’s produc- 
tivity,’ said Mr. Parish, ‘and we must 
accept the task of ensuring that this 
favourable trend is maintained without 
interruption. At the same time we must 
acknowledge that we have a serious and 
continuing shortage of fully-skilled crafts- 
men and well-trained and experienced 
supervisors and we must resolve this 
situation with dispatch and determina- 
tion. 


‘We must recognise, too, the economic 
and industrial implications arising from 
the recently negotiated wages settlement, 
particularly those arising from the reduc- 
tion in the working week, the higher 
wages rate and the change in the arrange- 
ments for refreshment breaks, all of 
which will come into operation next 
October. Employer and _ employed, 
together with the professional advisers of 
those who commission building work, 
have a collective and inescapable respon- 
sibility to ensure that by individual 
ingenuity, personal endeavour and self- 
discipline the operation of this recent 
agreement and the increased costs arising 
from higher fuel, transport, materials, 
insurance and other charges over which 
the building industry has virtually no 
direct control, have the minimum infla- 
tionary effect upon the national economy 
and are offset as much as possible by 
higher productivity in all sectors. 

‘We must not shut our eyes,’ the Presi- 
dent continued, ‘to the fact that the 
nation is limited in the amount that it 
can afford to invest annually in the build- 
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ing industry’s products and services. Not- 
withstanding this fact, it has been noticed 
with a degree of anxiety that some pres- 
sure is being exerted upon the Govern- 
ment to curtail the building programme, 
even to re-introduce some form of con- 
trol upon the volume and nature of work. 

‘It is my firm belief,’ the President 
added, ‘ that, if the industry is given the 
right encouragement, sense of stability 
and confidence in the future it can 
achieve the programme of work set before 
it in 1961 without there being any need 
for recourse to such drastic measures— 
measures which will do_ incalculable 
damage not only to the building industry 
but to the whole of the national eco- 
nomy.’ 


Discussion 


On the shortage of land available for 
building MR. D. G. HOWARD (London) con- 
gratulated the Federation on the firm 
action it had taken during the year on 
this important question. Land was the 
prime commodity for building, and came 
before anything else. Last summer, when 
the land shortage became a national issue, 


the Minister of Housing and _ Local 
Government took action to ease the 
situation but, said Mr. Howard, the 


matter must not be allowed to rest there, 
and he suggested that the ball was very 
much in the builders’ court. 

Land in the past, he continued, had 
been cheap, in fact much too cheap, but 
it would not be cheap again. Planning 
had come to stay, and builders could not 
go out into the country as they used to 
do. Redevelopment of worn out old pro- 
perty was very much the issue now, and 
builders had got to study this big prob- 
lem, Somehow or other, difficult though 
it might be, individual developers had 
got to be fitted into the overall plan. 

Continuing, Mr. Howard said that a 
very big obstacle to residential redevelop- 
ment was the Rent Act, which had got to 
go in the end, even though this might be 
political dynamite. He knew that the 
Ministry wanted private enterprise to 
take a big share in urban redevelopment, 
but there was a danger, he suggested, that 
the Civil Service mind would turn to 
the local authorities, where there was the 
machinery ready made, to carry it out. 
However, he warned, if this was so we 
would not get the sort of towns we 
wanted. Builders must therefore try and 
sort out the difficulties. 


Tea-Breaks 


Speaking on industrial relations mr. 
L, A. WALDEN, CBE, FIOB, chairman of the 
National Joint Council, said that both 
sides of the industry had spent a long 
time in negotiations together in the past 
year, and the fact that they had got to 
know each other better was a great asset. 
The National Federation was now in pro- 
cess of working out advice for its mem- 
bers on the detailed implementation of 
the new working rule, which included the 
matter of tea-breaks. As soon as possible, 
he promised, the Federation would place 
this advice in the hands of its members 
so as to give them as much notice as 
possible of the new arrangements before 
the new wages and hows provisions came 
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into force next October. The employers’ 
attitude, he declared, was that the 42- 
hour week must mean 42 hours actually 
worked. 

MR. W. HORSFALL, OBE (Yorkshire), said 
that one of the vital things in regard to 
the 42-hour week was the rearrangement 
of refreshment breaks. ‘ This settlement,’ 
he declared, ‘ will fail unless we can get 
something that we have been asking for 
for years—greatly increased loyalty from 
our members. If some are disloyal, and 
pay more than the new rates, the agree- 
ment will fail... He implored members 
to show their loyalty and insist that 
refreshment breaks be taken in the men’s 
time. 

A speaker raised the question of the 
danger of shop stewards on certain sites 
usurping the powers of local joint com- 
mittees of representatives of the NFBTE 
and NFBTO. MR. WOODBINE PARISH said 
that there was no disagreement between 
the employers and operatives on this 
matter—both parties were for strength- 
ening the agreed machinerv. 

MR. M. L. WILLCOCK (President, SW 
Region), said that there was still a lot 
of anxiety among members on the ques- 
tion of firm price tendering. He com- 
plained that there was still widespread 
failure to implement the conditions, in 
regard to proper documentation, on firm 
price tendering as laid down by the 
Ministry of Works. He wondered if the 
NFBTE could produce a slip for attaching 
to tenders to indicate the conditions with 
which the contract should comply. MR. 
WOODBINE PARISH Said that at the moment 
the subject was under discussion by the 
Joint Consultative Committee of Archi- 
tects, Surveyors and Builders. 

MR. E. R. BOWYER, OBE, said that on 
Friday this week (February 10) the NJCC 
hoped to finalise a draft of just such a 
slip. It was not possible, he added, to 
alter the contract, which was a legal docu- 
ment, but it was hoped by means of 
the slip to show the building owner and 
his professional advisers just what were 
his obligations in the case of a firm price 
tender. MR. W. H. SHOUKSMITH (York- 
shire) spoke of the difficulties created 
for the main contractor in the case of 
a firm price contract when architects 
nominated sub-contractors on a different 
basis. Members of the National Federa- 
tion, he said, should refuse to accept such 
nominations unless they were on the same 
basis as the main contract. 

There was a certain amount of discus- 
sion, when management training came 
under review, of the need for making the 
building industry equally as attractive to 
suitable recruits as, say, civil engineer- 
ing. The Institute of Builders, it was sug- 
gested, would need all the support of the 
industry if it was to bring its qualifica- 
tion, in the mind of the public, up to the 
same standing as that of the MICE. 

On the National Prize Scheme, Mr. 
EDWARD JAMES’ (Southend) said _ the 
National Federation should consider 
making the cash awards greater and more 
in line with present-day monetary values. 
The industry, he said, had improved its 
position considerably in the last ten 
years, and year by year they were ‘ tuck- 
ing quite large sums away, some of which 
should go to the young men in the build- 


ing industry.’ MR. WOODBINE PARISH said 
that discussions on this matter were now 
being held. 

The discussion ended with an attack 
on direct labour by MR. E. J. COOK (imme- 
diate past president, LMBA), who said 
that the building industry had increased 
its management capacity to produce sub- 
stantially more but the growth of direct 
labour deprived it of this opportunity for 
expansion. The National Federation’s 
policy, he declared, should be increas- 
ingly directed to pointing out to the 
Government that direct labour depart- 
ments had initially been introduced to 
cope with an emergency situation which 
no longer prevailed. 


Election of Officers 


Having presented the Council's report 
Mr. Woodbine Parish formally proposed 
the election as president for the ensuing 
year of Mr. Frank Russon, FIOB, of Bir- 
mingham, which was’ unanimously 
accepted. Subsequently Mr. Laurence J. 
Holloway, of London, was elected senior 
vice-president; Mr. Woodbine Parish 
immediate past president; Mr. W. S. 
Jones (Maidenhead) first junior vice-presi- 
dent and Mr. D. M. Chaston (Hoddesdon) 
second junior vice-president. Mr. J. Ian 
Robertson (Burton-on-Trent) was elected 
honorary treasurer. 


Half-Yearly Meeting 


It was announced that the half-yearly 
meeting of the National Federation will be 
held at Blackpool on July 12, 13 and 14 
next. 


Mr. Frank Russon, FIOB 


MR. FRANK RUSSON’S career in the build- 
ing industry is the story of a boy who 
left school at the age of 14 to start work 
as a bricklayer apprentice and has climbed 
to the top job the industry has to offer— 
the presidency of the National Federa- 
tion of Building Trades Employers. 

Mr. Russon was born in Small Heath, 
Birmingham, and served his apprentice- 
ship as a bricklayer before the first world 
war. After war service in the army he 
returned to the building industry and took 
up an office post in Birmingham to study 
quantity surveying and estimating. After 
qualifying as LIOB in 1924 and FIOB in 
1937, he became the first chairman of the 
Midlands Branch of the Institute of 
Builders in 1960. 

His career has been closely associated 
with the Birmingham firm of C. Bryant 
& Son, Ltd., which he joined as a surveyor 
and estimator in 1924, and three years 
later he became a director. He was 
appointed a joint managing director in 
1944 and served for six years as chair- 
man and managing director between 1952 
and 1958. In 1959 he was appointed 
chairman of Bryant Holdings Ltd. 

For over 20 years Mr. Russon has taken 
an active part in the work of the Birming- 
ham Association of Building Trades 
Employers. He was president of the 
Association in 1947 and was elected presi- 
dent of the Midland Federation in 1955. 
In the following year he was elected presi- 
dent of the Federation of Registered 
House-Builders. 
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NFBTE Prize Scheme 
National Awards for 1960 


THE AWARDS approved by the Council of 
the National Federation of Building 
Trades Employers under its National 
Prize Scheme for 1960 were formally 
presented at the Federation’s annual 
general meeting on February 8. The 
regional awards will be distributed at 
ceremonies to be arranged by the respec- 
tive Regional Federations affiliated to the 
National Federation. 

The following were the recipients of the 
National awards: 


Building Trainees 


Silver Medal, Certificate and £50.—I. L. 
Dixon, of Loughton, Essex, formerly articled 
to Charles S. Foster & Sons Ltd., of 
Loughton, student of SW Essex Technical 
og and School of Art, nominated by the 

A 


Bronze Medal, Certificate and £40.—D. E. 
Barrett, Sheffield, 8, formerly articled to 
M. J. Gleeson Ltd., of Sheffield 8, student of 
the City of Sheffield College of Technology, 
nominated by the Yorkshire Federation. 


Building Craft Apprentices 


Silver Medal, Certificate and £50.—G. 
Kilburn, Joiner, of Norton Tower, Halifax, 
formerly indentured to Messrs. J. E. R. & 
T. Crowther, of Elland, student of the Per- 
cival Whitley College of Further Education, 
Halifax, nominated by the Yorkshire Feder- 
ation. 

Bronze Medal, Certificate and £40.—W. P. 
Drost, Joiner, of Ely, Cardiff, formerly 
indentured to E. Turner & Sons Ltd., of 
Cardiff, student of Llandaff Technical 
College, Cardiff, nominated by the South 
Wales and Monmouthshire Federation. 


Sub-Contracting 
Simplified 


New Group’s Aims 


ARCHITECTS and contractors will be in- 
terested in the recently formed Company 
of Building Specialists Limited, whose aim 
is to provide a group from which they 
can obtain a complete series of sub-con- 
tracting services, writes a correspondent. 

The group already contains Solid 
Plastering, Fibrous Plaster, Terrazzo, 
Marble, Granite, Slate, Mosaics and Wall 
Tiling: and are contemplating adding 
further sub-contracting trades later. The 
companies in the group are Plastering 
Ltd., with its subsidiary Jarretts (Plas- 
terers) Ltd., Malacarp Terrazzo with 
London Mosaics, and Walter Jenkins Ltd. 
with its subsidiary Ashburton Quarry Ltd. 
—all experienced and successful com- 
panies in their own field. 

The board of Building Specialists Ltd. 
are well known in the building industry 
and, it is stated, are all specialists in their 
own field. Today, with so many sub- 
trades, any step designed to help site 
organisation is welcome, and this new 
company specialising in the finishing 
trades should be a help to all. 


The Late Mr. G. W. G. Norman 


WE REGRET TO RECORD the death on Febru- 
ary 9 of Mr. G. W. G. Norman, director 
of Frederick Minns & Co. Ltd., the build- 
ing and civil engineering contractors. Mr. 
Norman joined the company in 1936. 
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The Week in Parliament 
From Our Own Correspondent 


Tendering for Nuclear 
Power Stations 


‘ TENDERING is a normal, sound business 
precaution,” said MR. J. C. GEORGE, Parlia- 
mentary Secretary, Ministry of Power, on 
February 3 when he explained to MPs 
that the Ministry wanted to retain com- 
petitive tendering in the nuclear power 
programme. ‘We do not want to give 
that away and use selection,’ he added. 

The Parliamentary Secretary was reply- 
ing to a point raised by MR. JOHN EDEN 
who, in initating a debate on the nuclear 
power programme, questioned the policy 
of requiring consortia to tender competi- 
tively for the requirements of the elec- 
tricity generating boards. In the lull in 
the nuclear power programme, he wanted 
to question the wisdom of proceeding at 
the rate of roughly one new nuclear power 
station a year. 

He could not escape the feeling that 
that was intended as a sop to the nuclear 
plant industry, as a sort of consolation 
prize and recompense for the industry’s 
disappointment and disillusionment. After 
all, the Government had actively en- 
couraged the formation of five consortia. 
They were now apparently offering the 
remaining three this rather meagre fare 
in the hope that they could sustain them- 
selves on it until ‘the future needs of 
the country are clearer.” There were 
other ways in which the consortia could 
be better employed during the next few 
years. 


‘Enormous Cost’ 


The cost of tendering was enormous. 
For the smaller stations it was about 
£100,000 ranging up to £250,000 for the 
larger stations. This was a waste of 
money, for which the Government would 
ultimately pay, because with only a one- 
in-three chance of securing a contract the 
cost of tenders would inevitably be added 
to the contract when it came along, and 
not just the cost of one tender but the 
others as well. Could not a more obvious 
method of selection be adopted? It had 
recently been the practice to assign con- 


tracts. Could not this be made the pro- 
gramme ffor the remaining three 
consortia? 

Many operations were now being 


carried out by the consortia as well as by 
the Atomic Energy Authority and he 
hoped there would be clear planning over 
the industry as a whole. Would it not be 
possible to do something on the lines of 
the development contracts which had been 
so successful in the industries related to 
the Service Departments, where the work 
could be farmed out by the Atomic 
Energy Authority on contract to the 
power consortia? 

He did not believe that the programme 
of roughly one station a year would 
enable Britain to maintain a large and 
successful nuclear engineering industry. 

MR. A. P. COSTAIN Said there had 
recently been reference to the large 
increase in the contribution made by civil 
engineering industries to exports. In 


developments of this kind Britain could 
lead the world on know-how. There had 
been much discussion on whether they 
should develop large or small atomic 
power stations for export, but he believed 
that in the fullness of time both kinds 
would have great potentiality depending 
on the part of the world to which they 
were exported. 

‘The great problem in any engineering 
project which is developing as rapidly as 
nuclear power,’ he said, ‘ is to know when 
the research boys should stop and when 
the builders should get on with the job. 
As a civil engineer and builder, it is fair 
to say that if a repeat building is not 10 
per cent cheaper than the original it is a 
poor look out, but the great danger when 
developing a new process is to know 
when one has reached the stage at which 
one should proceed with the actual build- 
ing.’ 

He would welcome the Ministry’s view 
about what line of action the Atomic 
Energy Authority should take—when the 
Authority should say that it would stop 
designing and start building. The dif- 
ference between building Bradwell and 
Dungeness showed what savings and 
improvements could be made and he was 
certain that when it came to running 
costs the same savings would be apparent. 


The Government View 


The PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY said 
the choice of sites was severely limited 
by the demands of nuclear stations but 
when the time came to see these struc- 
tures he believed the Generating Board 
would be found to have carried out their 
obligations to preserve the natural beauty 
of the countryside in full measure. Great 
thought had been given to design and 
when completed the stations would be 
found to be generally pleasing and accept- 
able. 

The Government knew that the 
changes in the nuclear power programme, 
allied with the deterioration of overseas 
prospects, had created employment prob- 
lems in the industry but it was only after 
receiving the best advice that the pro- 
gramme was stretched out to one of one 
station a year. A programme like that 
did not seem very much for the industry 
to advance, but it meant there were five 
or six stations in various stages of con- 
struction at any one ‘time, to provide 
future advances in technique. 

At present six civil nuclear power 
stations were under construction, two 
more would be started in the next 12 
months and permission for another had 
been sought. This programme should 
sustain an industry of a size and efficiency 
capable of competing with success abroad 
and of expanding the industry to meet 
home needs. 

Turning to tendering, he advised Mr. 
Eden to do a little arithmetic and put 
£150,000 against the total cost of a 
power station. In no case did it exceed 
0.3 per cent of the total cost. He could 
not hold out any hope that they would 
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abandon competition and adopt selection. 
Costs were falling. They were: Berkeley 
£160 per kilowatt, Bradwell £159, 
Hinckley Point £133, Trawnsfynydd £123, 
Dungeness £110. There was competition 
and the price was coming down all the 
time. Competition had that virtue. ‘ For 
the moment and for a long time ahead 
competition will be the method adopted,’ 
he declared. 

Two stations had been sold abroad, one 
in Japan and one in Italy and there were 
three other possibilities at the moment. 
India held out the possibility of two 
stations and Brazil might invite a tender 
this year. In addition Japan was con- 
sidering a second station. 


Labour Press for 
Licensing Reintroduction 


THE REIMPOSITION of building licensing has 
once again emerged as an integral part 
of the Labour Party proposals for dealing 
with the economic state of the nation. 
This willingness, even eagerness, to revert 
to control became apparent towards the 
end of the two-day economic debate in 
the Commons on February 6 and 7 when 
MR. HAROLD WILSON, the Opposition’s 
Shadow Chancellor, vigorously urged the 
Government to accept a four-year pur- 
poseful expansion programme. 

Making no bones about it, he at once 
admitted—‘ We cannot achieve such a 
programme without physical controls, 
such as building licensing, to hold back 
less essential industries in the interests of 
a full realisation of an expansion pro- 
gramme for essential industry.’ Conserva- 
tive MPs noisily demonstrated their dis- 
approval but amid rising Labour cheers 
Mr. Wilson said that Tory MPs knew 
perfectly well that Mr. Clore and Mr. 
Cotton could spend millions of pounds 
on putting up speculative office blocks 
whereas an important County Council 
had been to the House only that day 
to protest because its essential school 
programme had been cut by half. Did 
not the Government realise that all these 
resources, whether for offices or schools, 
came out of the same national pool? 


Economic Planning 


Contrary views about economic plan- 
ning formed one of the main debating 
arguments and Conservative MPs were 
quick to pick up this reference to building 
licensing because when MR. SELWYN 
LLOYD, Chancellor of the Exchequer, had 
suggested the previous day that this was 
one of the Opposition’s intentions, Labour 
members had immediately retorted that 
their opening speaker, MR. DOUGLAS JAY, 
had made no reference, to it. This was 
true, for Mr. Jay while advocating a 
return to ‘some sort of deliberate pur- 
posive planning of our whole economic 
policy,’ used an entirely different form 
of words to Mr. Wilson. His version was 
“We do not want any attempt at rigid 
regulation of all sorts of detail of the 
economy which would be both unwork- 
able and unpleasant.’ He maintained that 
it would be better if great industries 
worked to consistent targets, agreed in 
consultation with the Government, even 
if those targets were not always precisely 
achieved. 





326 


MR. WILSON said that for years the 
Opposition had deplored the Govern- 
ment’s abandonment of planning and 
advocated a four- or five-year plan to 
strengthen the industrial base, increase 
exports and fortify the social services. 
To maintain full employment in 1965 
national production would need to be 20 
per cent and in 1970 42 per cent above 
the 1960 level. The Government should 
make such calculations the basis of the 
plan and draw up a series of investments 
in the key industries, both public and 
private, designed to ensure the necessary 
rate of exnansion and the selective expan- 
sion of the industries which could make 
the best contribution to essential invest- 
ment and exports. 


More Public Owenrship 


Having done that, the Government 
should draw up and measure the public 
commitments for years ahead in the 
social services, including education and 
health, and ensure that the resources were 
there to meet them. The Government 
should publish a national plan on this 
basis. After referring to the need for 
physical controls such as building licens- 
ing, Mr. Wilson said the fullest consulta- 
tion with both sides of industry would be 
needed in this plan. It would mean tak- 
ing a great deal more of the ‘ essential 
commanding heights of the economy’ 
into public ownership. Labour MPs 
cheered their approval. 

MR. SELWYN LLOYD explained that there 
was a good deal of planning by the 
Government—by public expenditure, by 
investment in the public sector, by de- 
fence commitments and the like. It was 
not a choice between total planning and 
total laissez-faire. To suggest that the 
Government were running a laissez-faire 
economy was just plain nonsense. 
Nevertheless, the Chancellor indicated 
that he believed it was necessary to im- 
prove their techniques of planning in the 
public sector and he would go so far as 
to say that the Government were con- 
sidering whether there were ways of im- 
proving their knowledge of what was 
being planned in the private sector. There 
was a considerable amount of knowledge 
about this sector, but he was not satis- 
fied that it was complete enough. But 
if there was one single plan it would 
almost certainly be wrong. 


Obituary 
W. H. Buttrick, FRIBA 


MR. WALTER HAMMOND BUTTRICK, FRIBA, 
FRICS, the Scunthorpe architect, died on 
February 9. He was 78. Mr. Buttrick 
had carried out many buildings in Scun- 
thorpe and district, including the British 
Legion Club and Institute, won in com- 
petition in 1922. Among his other works 
were Brigg infirmary, Brigg RDC housing 
scheme, Winterton UDC housing scheme, 
the Wortley Hotel, Scunthorpe, and the 
Parish Hall. He also designed much com- 
mercial work in the area. 


Noel Heppenstall, LRIBA 


THE DEATH occurred on February 3 at the 
age of 78 of Mr. Noel Heppenstall, 


LRIBA, in practice as an architect and 
surveyor in Milnsbridge, Huddersfield. 
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The International Hardware Trades Fair 
Exhibits of Interest to the Building Industry 


BY G. H. WAGSTAFF 


THE INTERNATIONAL HARDWARE EXHIBITION, 
which was held at Olympia, London, from 
February 6 to 10, covered a very wide 
field, much of it being devoted to the 
requirements of the homemaker. There 
were. however, a number of important 
new developments to be seen which con- 
cerned the erection of homes and build- 
ings of all types. 

Security is foremost in many quarters 
today. CHUBB & SON’S LOCK & SAFE CO. 
LTD. showed a new range of security 
locks. There are ten patterns, including 
hotel lock, rim lock, locking bar and 
sliding door locks. Of special interest 
was a mortice locking latch for external 
doors of banks, offices, private dwellings, 
comprising these special security features: 


unique mechanism providing many 
thousands of key variations, skeleton keys 
cannot open the lock, three special 





With the use of this new Stanley side- 

cutting blade, it is now possible to 

remove a section of floorboard, using 

only a jig saw. The new blade cuts 

parallel to and only § in. away from the 
base of a wall. 


devices giving protection against ‘ pick- 
ing,’ bolt engages in steel box plate to 
prevent attack on the head, an extra turn 
of the key locks the handle on the inside 
and double locks the bolt. 

Among a number of new products on 
the stand of STANLEY WORKS (GT. BRITAIN) 
LTD., I liked a new type of blade for jig 
saws, which cuts sideways along the base 
of a wall. This blade, for use with Stanley 
‘Sabre’ saw, cuts parallel to and only 
5 in. away from the base of a wall. By 
adjusting the base of the saw and fitting 
a special flush cutting blade, a cut right 
up to a wall can be obtained. Jobs such 
as removing a section of flooring can be 
easily tackled with this saw, which has a 
built-in blower which enables the working 
area to be kept clear of chips, etc. 

GUEST KEEN & NETTLEFOLDS (MIDLANDS) 
LTD., showed new screw caps. which con- 
sist of a plastic washer and a snap-on 
coloured head (in 7 colours). These are 
useful in kitchens, bathrooms, etc. The 
snap-on domes are easy to assemble and 
are supplied complete with plated wood 
screws ready for use. They are known as 
* Plastidome.’ THE VALOR CO. LTD., showed 
an oil-fired boiler, incorporating a built- 
in control valve and an anti-flooding 
device, capable of supplying 9 radiators 


and at the same time some 30 gallons of 
hot water. The price seems likely to offer 
lively competition. PRESTIGE FITTED 
KITCHENS showed for the first time their 
unit to house an eye-level oven and grill, 
with oven above and-below, and another 
base unit to house the hub and hot plate. 
For the craftsman there was a 
tremendous range of old and new tools on 
the stands of numerous manufacturers. 
THOMAS BUDDEN LTD., presented a new 
* Scaffil-ladda,’ which is in turn scaffold, 
step ladder, a short ladder and long 
ladder. Unassembled, the unit is neat 
and compact and easily carried as the 
weight is only 40 lb., but the scaffold 
when erected will support 1,000 lb. The 
simplicity of its design gives an adjust- 
able height scaffold in five quick move- 
ments and a non-slip ladder in two move- 
ments. Two short ladders are ready for 
use whenever needed, and by sliding 
them together a long ladder appears. The 
absence of pivots and hinges obviates 
wear and the need for maintenance. 


LCC 


LCC Plan Extensive Expansions of 
Direct Labour Department 


THE HOUSING COMMITTEE on February 14 
recommended the London County Council 
to expand its direct labour organisation 
in order to achieve a target output of 
about 600 new dwellings a year. 

The LCC’s direct labour organisation 
for new building work, set up in 1951, 
has already built 2,149 new dwellings 
besides a district office, 3 area offices, 682 
garages, 2,459 store sheds, 7 playgrounds, 
3 classrooms, 7 workshops, etc. 401 
dwellings were completed in 1958, 421 
in 1959 and 432 in 1960. 

Modernisation of the Council’s older 
dwellings and maintenance work is being 
undertaken by a separate part of the 
direct labour organisation. ; 


Temporary Use of Sites 


THE LCC has at any one time as many 
as 2,000 sites of varying sizes awaiting 
development, 780 sites are let for tempo- 
rary purposes and 600 sites at present 
unused are likely to remain vacant for 
two years or more. 

The General Purposes Committee and 
Finance Committee repart on an investi- 
gation they have made into the possibility 
of putting such sites to temporary use, 
e.g., as free car parks, school gardens, 
adventure playgrounds, allotments and 
temporary storage. To deal with the 
problem as one of urgency, the General 
Purposes Committee has appointed a 
sub-committee with delegated powers to 
determine the temporary use of individual 
sites and to sanction expenditure on 
works. The Town Planning Committee 
and the Committee responsible for the 
management of the sites will be consulted. 


*.* A report of the abortive attempt by 
the Conservative minority to have the ques- 
tion of the Council’s direct labour operations 
debated was given in ‘The Builder’ of 
February 10 (p. 268). 
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Thermal Insulation in New Dwellings 
County Councils Urge Control of Lining Materials to Avoid Fire Risk 


FROM A CORRESPONDENT 


THE COUNTY COUNCILS ASSOCIATION is 
urging the Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government to proceed as quickly as pos- 
sible with its examination of model by- 
laws ‘ with a view to providing for con- 
trol of thermal insulation in new dwell- 
ings to avoid fire risk.’ 

This follows a meeting between 
representatives of the Association and the 
Association of Municipal Corporations 
with the Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government chief officials, the Chief Fire 
Officers’ Association, the Building Re- 
search Station and the Fire Research 
Station. 

At this meeting there was considerable 
criticism of the model by-law relating to 
thermal insulation in domestic buildings 
which had been sent out by the Ministry 
to local authorities in 1959. 

It was contended that because of the 
omission from the by-law of any control 
of lining materials the operation of the 
by-law could lead to danger from fire. In 
the view of the County Councils Asso- 
ciation. the absence of control over 
linings was at variance with the feelings 
of the Code of Practices Committee on 
high buildings, which considered it essen- 
tial that upper floors and escape routes in 
blocks of flats should be lined with non- 
flammable materials. The Association 
raised three other main points: 

(a) The by-law ran counter to the 
wishes of Parliament, which had 
accepted the need for control of 
linings in industrial buildings when the 
Thermal Insulation (Industrial) Build- 
ings Act was before it. There were 
more deaths from fires in dwelling 
houses than in factories. 

(b) The by-law inferred that contro] 
of lining materials was not necessary, 
yet some fire risk had been acknow- 
ledged by the exclusion of common 
staircases from any thermal insulation 
requirements. 

(c) The by-law should be amended to 
control the type of lining which could 
be used or failing that some indication. 
possibly by way of a circular, should 
be sent to all local authorities warning 
them of the risk of the use of certain 
materials. 


The Ministry’s View 


The Ministry, on the other hand, argued 
that the by-law was designed simply to 
raise the standard of thermal insulation 
in domestic buildings. So far as walls 
were concerned, the by-law was no dif- 
ferent from the one which had been in 
operation since 1952. The by-law did not 
require more by way of thermal insula- 
tion than was generally being put into new 
dwellings anyway. 

The department had taken advice on 
the question of fire risk. Linings were not 
controlled at all in the present by-laws 
and the department was advised that the 
operation of the thermal insulation bv- 
law would make little, if any, difference 
to the whole problem of the use of com- 
bustible linings. 

The Ministry contended that so far as 
blocks of flats were concerned, the part 


most likely to be affected by the require- 
ments of the by-law was the ceiling of 
the top storey. The risk concerned was 
a very small one compared with the risk 
that would result if all public corridors 
were lined with flammable materials. 

Although the department had no evi- 
dence that the absence of control of lin- 
ings was leading to dangerous situations, 
the question would be fully examined 
during the revision of the requirements 
in the model by-laws. Preliminary work 
directed towards this revision had already 
been started. 

In the Ministry’s view, the overall risk 
from the use of flammable linings in 
common staircases would be much greater 
than that from similar linings on the 
ceiling of the top floor of a building. For 
this reason common staircases had been 
excluded from the operation of the by- 
law. 

Industrial Buildings 


Industrial buildings, the Ministry 
stated, were so different in design from 
blocks of flats that the direct comparison 
was misleading. In a single-storey indus- 
trial building the roof lining was the 
major part of the interior surface of the 
building and might cover a single com- 
partment of very large size. In a block 
of flats the lining of any public part of 
the building that was affected by the 
thermal insulation by-law was a very 
small part. 

At this meeting representatives of the 
Fire Research Station contended that in 
the majority of cases internal linings of 
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external walls were already prohibited 
since the walls had to be non-combustible 
throughout. 

They argued that if any fire risk were 
presented by lining materials it should 
not be dealt with in the context of the 
thermal insulation by-law. The question 
was much too complex. If control were 
found to be necessary it must be provided 
in such a way as not to infer that 
materials not banned for thermal insula- 
tion purposes could safely be used for 
other purposes. 

In reply to questions from the County 
Councils Association, the Ministry repre- 
sentatives said that it was not yet pos- 
sible to say what would eventually be 
decided about control of linings or when 
a decision would be reached. A work- 
ing party had already started preliminary 
work directed towards reviewing the re- 
quirements of the model by-laws. 

If building regulations replaced by- 
laws, aS was proposed in the Public 
Health Bill now before Parliament, the 
Minister would be required to appoint 
an Advisory Committee and to consult 
it and all interested bodies on the con- 
tent of building regulations. The Ministry 
was not convinced that the small part 
which the thermal insulation by-law 
played in the question of control of lin- 
ings generally justified any action being 
taken outside the general review and the 
drafting of building regulations. 


Eastern Federation Directory 


THE DIRECTORY AND YEAR BOOK for 1961, 
revised to January 1, of the Eastern 
Federation of Building Trades Employers 
is now available from the Federation 
at 95 Tenison-road, Cambridge. 


Model of the new packaging factory to be built at Stevenage for the Bowater 
Organisation which involves the construction of a 340,000 sq. ft. factory on a 17- 


acre site. 
Packaging Ltd. by 
scheme last November. 


The factory is being built for the fibre container division of Bowater 
the Stevenage Development Corporation who approved the 
It will have a one-storey main building, a three-storey 
office block, a separate amenities block and ancillary buildings. 


The architects are 


Farmer and Dark, FF/RIBA. The site works contractors, G. Percy Trentham Ltd., 
of Rainham, Essex, are due to complete their work by the end of February. Tenders 
are at present being invited for the main building contract 
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Two American Hotels 


Luxury Building on the Grand Scale 
FROM A NEW YORK CORRESPONDENT 


TWO NEW AND VERY LARGE luxury hotels, 
designed by the architect Morris Lapidus, 
are at present under construction in New 
York. They are the first hotels to be 
built in the city for thirty years. Mr. 
Lapidus, who specialises in this type of 
building, has gained a reputation through 
his designs for hotels in Miami and in 
various Caribbean resorts. The two New 
York buildings, ‘ Americana West’ and 
‘Americana East,’ are located in mid- 
Manhattan and will cost $50m. and $25m. 
respectively. 

‘Americana West’ (its name may later 
be altered to the ‘Americana of New 
York’) is situated on the west side of 
Manhattan, on Seventh-avenue between 
52nd and 53rd-streets. It will have 50 
storeys and, it is claimed, will be the 
tallest hotel structure in the world; its 
capacity will be 2,000 rooms, including 
90 separate suites. 


Each of the 50 floors will be dedicated 
to a state and will be serviced by twelve 
high-speed, automatic, air-conditioned 
elevators travelling at 1,000 ft. per 
minute. Other features include a 350- 
car garage, a main ballroom to accommo- 
date 3,000 and three smaller ballrooms 
of 1,000 capacity, 38 private dining- 
meeting rooms whose capacities will range 
from 25 to 500, a roof-terrace, an all- 
season swimming pool on the 25th floor, 
an exhibition hall at street level, and a 
shopping promenade. 


There will be three main entrances: a 
semi-circular driveway on the Seventh- 
avenue side will enable cars to dis- 
charge passengers in a covered area; 


another, on 52nd-street, will provide 
ingress to the ballrooms and meeting 
rooms. Four escalators will serve the 
second and third floor levels. To pro- 
vide maximum security for visiting VIPs 
a private elevator will take cars, passen- 
gers and others to the ballroom level, 
where a private reception room will be 
situated. 


Interesting features include  extra- 
length beds for oversized persons; built- 
in bathroom scales; silent, thermostatic- 
ally-controlled, central air-conditioning; 
built-in ‘Do Not Disturb’ signs on the 
doors; paintings by contemporary artists; 
extra-large closet space with accordion- 
type doors; baggage stands; electric irons 
and ironing boards; bottle-warmers for 
guests with infants; baby-sitting and free 
diaper services; combination television- 
radio receivers; and electric refrigerators. 
In many of the suites there will be com- 
bination living-dining room facilities. 

The facades of the hotel will comprise 
courses of glazed honey-coloured brick, 
areas of white Vermont marble and stain- 
less steel window frames. 


‘Americana East’ is under construc- 
tion at the junction of Lexington-avenue 
and 5lst-street. It is a 2l-storey building 
with terrace gardens and is set back in 
a flowing ‘S’ pattern. It will be faced 
with a combination of three-dimensional 
Italian tile and mosaic set into granite. 
Features include spacious dining areas, 
public rooms, shops, a bar, and a garage. 
There will be six banquet rooms, four 
at mezzanine levels and two at street 
level. They will provide accommodation 


The ‘Americana East’ 
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The ‘Americana West’ 


for 600 and can be divided into smaller 
units for other purposes. There will be 
a total of 800 rooms with, in addition, a 
number of large suites and three pent- 
house suites. There will be a sound- 
proofed area for guests’ pets. 

The owners of both hotels are Loew’s 
Theatres Inc. with Mr. Laurance A. Tisch. 


Industrial Building 
Figures for the Fourth Quarter of 1960 


PROVISIONAL FIGURES of industrial build- 
ing schemes for which Industrial Develop- 
ment Certificates were issued during the 
fourth quarter of 1960 are as follows 
(from the beginning of the second quarter 
of 1960 the figures relate to all schemes 
approved under the Local Employment 
Act, 1960, and for earlier periods to 
schemes of over 5,000 sq. ft. in manu- 
facturing industry only): 











Number! Total 

of | area 

schemes; (mn. 
sq. ft.) 

STANDARD REGIONS : 
1960—4th quarter : 

Northern __.... on 38 0-9 

East & West Ridings 62 1-5 

North Midland _... 57 1-9 
Eastern a ie 86 2-0 
London & S. Eastern 122 | 2-4 
Southern " kes 41 2-0 
South Western pies 48 1-1 

Wales ... sate _ 33 0-8 
Midland ae ioe 67 1-8 

North Western... 76 2-3 
Scotland as past 38 1-0 

GREAT BRITAIN : 

1960—4th quarter ... 668 17-8 
3rd quarter ... 759 21-8 
1959—4th quarter ... ... | 700 15-0 
3rd quarter ... | a 13-4 

Total 1960 3,443 98-2 

Total 1959 2,459 58-5 


























THE BUILDER February 17 1961 


Refreshment Time on Site 
Operating the Tea-break 


BY OUR SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE 


THE NEW CLAUSE that it is expected will 
be written into the Working Rule Agree- 
ment consequent upon the recent settle- 
ment arrived at by the National Joint 
Council in the matter of refreshment time 
on building sites, may well take the form 
of laying down that the total time spent 
on meal breaks in any working day shall 
not exceed 1 hour. This means that tea- 
breaks must either be taken within that 
period of time or must be taken in the 
men’s time—i.e., they will work out any 
time over and above the hour without 
pay. 

In effect, the most likely solution may 
be that, by arrangement on each indivi- 
dual site, the dinner break will be of 40 
minutes’ duration, leaving approximately 
ten minutes each morning and afternoon 
for the tea-break. The object, of course, 
is to reduce the amount of unproductive, 
paid time spent on the site and so help to 
offset the 6d. an hour which will, as from 
October 2, be added to plain time rates. 


Notwithstanding the tacit acceptance 
by the Operatives’ representatives on the 
NJC of the implications of the settlement 
as they affect the tea-break (a custom 
which dates only from the war), it is clear 
that the putting over of the new principle 
to the men on the sites will be a major 
job of labour relations; it is understood 
that the National Federation of Building 
Trades Employers will shortly be issuing 
guidance on this, and that posters will be 
prepared for display on sites. Employers, 
if they are wise, will not defer putting 
their men in the picture until October 
when new arrangements begin to operate. 


Present Arrangements 


It may well be that any difficulties will 
best be met by laying suitable and accept: 
able plans for serving tea on site. Men 
on the small, outlying sites may well con- 
tinue, with the employer’s approval, to 
leave the job and go down the road to 
the ‘caff,’ but it is clear that the time 
factor will not permit of this on the large 
site, and that tea must be served in 
accessible form on the job; this is, of 
course, what happens now. 


A ‘spot’ test on four London firms 
selected at random shows that much the 
same procedure is followed. A Woolwich 
firm with several London jobs engages 
‘tea boys’ for the large sites, and these 
prepare and have ready at break periods 
the tea for the men who gather either in 
the canteen (if there is one) or at some 
central point. A whistle indicates the 
start and finish of the period. On some 
small sites there is no possibility of brew- 
ing on the job, and one operative is dele- 
gated to fetch tea from the nearest café 
for all the men. 


A large City firm follows much the 
same procedure. Many of its jobs are 
large-scale multi-storeyed buildings, and 
the serving of tea is ‘ staggered ’ by floors. 
In only the smallest jobs where no facili- 





A new automatic tea-making machine 
which delivers a cup within 7 seconds 
from insertion of a coin 


ties are available or, perhaps, electricity 
is not yet laid on, are men allowed to go 
off site for their tea break. 

The maintenance branch of a large 
industrial concern also staggers its 10- 
minute tea-breaks, morning and after- 
noon, the men assembling in a messroom 
where tea is served—in this case at no 
charge. Time is wasted by the men in 
getting to and from the messroom, and 
where a large job is in progress, special 
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arrangements are made to serve tea on 
the spot. This maintenance branch has 
not yet made clear how it will deal with 
the situation after October, but in all 
probability arrangements will be made to 
serve tea on the job. This firm, as many 
other London firms, says that it is await- 
ing further instructions and advice from 
the LMBA before making any changes. 
Questioned on arrangements made in 
his firm, MR. NIGEL HANNEN Said that he 
envisaged present arrangements, by which 
tea was served on big jobs floor by floor 
by tea boys, would continue. On smaller 
jobs the men assembled at central points. 
‘The new agreement will undoubtedly 
result in the 60-minute dinner break being 
curtailed,’ he said, ‘and employers should 
take early opportunity of making the men 
understand and appreciate the implica- 
tions before any change in present 
arrangements is made in October.’ 


Tea-Making Plant 


A number of employers are already 
looking into ways and means of serving 
good tea quickly and cheaply on site. A 
new piece of equipment that has recently 
come on the market is the ‘ Teamatic,’ a 
machine which, on the insertion of a coin 
or coins, will deliver in an expendable 
cup, tea with milk and sugar (er without 
one or both) within 7 seconds, each cup 
being freshly made. Under certain con- 
ditions this machine, electrically operated 
and serviced by the operators, could offer 
a solution to the problem. Tea can be 
obtained at any time without notice. 
Several builders in the London area are 
testing out the machine on site, it is 
gathered. 

But whatever method—by tea boy or 
by machine—is utilised, the provision at 
some convenient spot on site of good, 
cheap and ‘ quick’ tea will be an essen- 
tial in making the new hours and wages 
agreement work smoothly. 


Union Leaders Deny Tea-break Deal 
Sir Richard Coppock’s Comments 


THE EMPLOYERS’ claim that the building 
unions have traded tea-breaks for the 
shorter working week and increased pay 
agreement has drawn a sharp retort in 
the February issue of the ‘ Builders’ Stan- 
dard’ from SIR’ RICHARD COPPOCK, 
general secretary of the National Federa- 
tion of Building Trade Operatives. 


‘It is completely untrue to suggest 
that we ever agreed any such thing,’ he 
writes. ‘Unilateral Press comment of 
this kind by the employers, who are 
apparently trying to pacify their own 
members who think we secured too big 
an advance, can only undermine the 
authority of the National Joint Council 
for the industry. 


‘I personally regret,’ continues Sir 
Richard, ‘that the employers should 
appear to be trying to kill a development 
of the social instinct among their own 
members. In the past, relations between 
the boss and his men were too often 
characterised by viciousness, which was 
gradually replaced by the realisation that 
it is human beings, not mere machines of 





production, who work in our industry. 
The latest statement by the employers 
would seem to be reversing the trend to 
more reasonable relations between both 
sides.’ 


‘Rule Remains Much the Same’ 


Comment that the rule on refreshments 
remains much the same as it has always 
been comes from MR. HARRY WEAVER, 
vice-president of the Federation. ‘ At the 
recent meeting of the National Joint 
Council we merely simplified National 
Working Rule (2) so that the men and 
the employers on any particular site 
could adjust the hour for refreshment to 
suit working operations when the shorter 
week is introduced this October. 


‘There was no suggestion,’ he adds, 
‘that the custom of men taking tea 
on the job would stop and we would have 
resisted any such proposal. In offices, 
factories and other places of work it is 
the accepted custom and I fail to see why 
it should be denied to men who work in 
one of the toughest industries.’ 
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Building in Ireland 
Prospects for 1961 ‘ Bright’ 


FROM OUR OWN 


A BRIGHT prospect for 1961 is foreseen 
by builders in both the Irish Republic and 
Northern Ireland. After the sharp decline 
in the industry in the Irish Republic 
which followed the 1955/56 external trade 
balance crisis, MR. J. J. JENNINGS, president 
of the Master Builders’ Association, has 
said that the industry is entering a new 
boom period. 

The pattern has changed, Mr. Jennings 
pointed out, since the boom years up to 
1955. Then the main items were hous- 
ing, hospitals, churches and some schools, 
the emphasis in Government direction of 
public capital expenditure being upon 
‘social’ building. 

Since the 1955/56 decline the Eire 
Government's five-year national economic 
development programme has aimed at re- 
directing capital expenditure to ‘* produc- 
tive’ building. As a result, as Mr. 
Jennings added, ‘we are now building 
factories, offices, television stations, 
hotels and airports. The pattern is better 
and we hope it will last for a long time.’ 

More building has been made possible 
by the improvement in Eire’s general 
economic condition and especially in its 
external trade accounts. Over the first 
nine months of 1960 the total volume of 
external trade was substantially larger 
than in the same months of 1959. 
Imports, predominantly not of consumer 


CORRESPONDENT 


goods but of materials of further produc- 
tion, at £165m. were up by £6.2m. 
Exports rose even more—by £16.1m., or 
17.2 per cent, to a total of £109.8m. 

With expanding savings, production 
and exports—amounting in value to more 
than double those from the Republic— 
Northern Ireland is providing for what 
its Minister of Finance has called ‘an 
almost unprecedented boom’ in building 
in 1960 to continue in 1961. ‘Social’ 
building is to proceed at a high level side 
by side with expanding ‘ productive’ 
building. 

Encouraging news in respect of hous- 
ing was given by the Northern Ireland 
Minister of Health and Local Govern- 
ment, MR. J. L. O. ANDREWS, before the 
Christmas recess. Subsidy rates for 
private house building up to 900 sq. ft. 
in area, the Minister announced, are to 
be continued for another year. In addi- 
tion subsidies are to be available during 
1961 for houses between 900 and 1,050 
sq. ft. in area amounting to £200 for 
houses built for owner-occupation and 
£300 for houses built for letting. 

The Northern Ireland Planning 
Advisory Board set up towards the end 
of World War II estimated that Northern 
Ireland required at least 100,000 new 
houses. This has proved an_ under- 
estimate as it was expected to be. 


Employees’ Responsibility for Accidents 


Lessons of a Recent Court Case 


FROM A LEGAL CORRESPONDENT 


A CASE OF INTEREST to builders was 
decided by Mr. Justice Diplock at Man- 
chester in March and is reported in 
recent reports as Hilton v Thomas Burton 
(Rhodes) Ltd. and Another. A number 
of workmen were employed by a Middle- 
ton firm of demolition contractors and 
were engaged in demolishing mill 
machinery at Church, some 30 miles from 
either Audenshaw or Middleton where 
the contractors’ premises were. They 
were driven to work in a Bedford van 
and at the lunch hour three of the men 
went to a public house for drinks and 
remained for an hour. After returning 
to the site, where they ate their dinners 
and carried out some further work, they 
decided about 3.30 p.m. to go for tea 
to a café some 7 or 8 miles away. As 
they neared the café they discovered that 
the time was 3.50 p.m. and turned round 
to return without entering the café so 
as to collect the other three men. But on 
the road the van overturned, the foreman 
was killed and his widow sued the demo- 
lition contractors and the actual driver 
for damages. 

The Court found against the driver and 
awarded total damages of £5500, 
including £5100 under the Fatal Acci- 
dents Acts 1846-1908 and a further sum 
for loss of expectation of life. But the 


claim against the company failed, even 
though a director of the company was 
prepared to say that he would have 
allowed the use of the van for the reason- 
able purpose of obtaining refreshment 
and that he did not mind if they did not 
work the full hours provided that they 
did a reasonable amount of work. 

The crucial test was whether the 
second defendant, the driver, was doing 
something he was employed to do even 
though negligently (Century Insurance 
Co. Ltd. v Northern Ireland Road Trans- 
port Board), fraudulently (Lloyd v Grace 
Smith and Co.) or contrary to express 
orders (Canadian Pacific Railway Co. v 
Lockhart). In these cases the master is 
liable but not where the act is done for 
the servants’ own benefit even with the 
consent of the employer, i.e., where he 
permits him to take time off for refresh- 
ment in working hours (Crook v Derby- 
shire Stone Ltd.) or allows him to use the 
employers’ property (Higbid v R. C. 
Hammett Ltd.). There may be cases 
where driving to obtain refreshments 
during working hours might constitute 
‘doing something he was employed to 
do’ but on the facts of this case Mr. 
Justice Diplock could only decide that 
the employees were on a frolic of their 
own. 
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Between June, 1944, and the end of 
November, 1960, the number of new 
houses completed was 87,773. This com- 
pares with about 50,000 built in the 20 
years up to 1939. In 1960 the rate of 
building was speeded up. In the ll 
months to the end of November 5,983 
new houses were built against 4,371 in 
the corresponding months of 1959. Under 
construction at the end of November, 
1960, were an additional 7,779 houses 
compared with 6,626 at the same date in 
1959. It is now estimated that at least 
another 80,000 new houses are required. 


Nairobi’s Future Water 


Supplies 
Revised Master Plan Announced 
NAIROBI CITY COUNCIL works com- 


mittee at the end of January heard 
a verbal report by Mr. Hugh Dixon 
(representing the Council’s consulting 
engineers) outlining a revised long-term 
plan for Nairobi’s water supply prepared 
by his firm. The new ‘master plan 
for water’ revises the scheme out- 
lined in June, 1960. The main difference 
is that a dam which was proposed on the 
Kimakia River has been abandoned in 
favour of a new dam on the Chania River. 
The reason for the change is that a more 
detailed survey of the Kimakia area shows 
that the dam site provisionally selected 
from Kenya survey maps is_ not 
practicable. 

Work which has been already approved 
to augment Nairobi’s water supply in- 
cludes the raising of the wall of the 
Sasumua dam by 21 ft. to increase 
storage capacity from 2,000m. gal. to 
3,500m. gal. There will also be a diver- 
sion of water into the Sasumua dam from 
the Kiburu River and additional treat- 
ment plant will enable the Council to 
meet an expected demand of 20m. gal. a 
day in the city before 1970. The new 
long-term plan outlined by Mr. Dixon is 
designed to meet an expected demand of 
40m. gal. a day by 1980—and more in 
subsequent years. The stages will bez 


Inclusive 
Phase cost Yield 


m.g.p.d. 
1 5,950,000 12 Chania Dam—175 ft. 


high. Treatment 
works, pipeline and 
storage. 

2 870,000 7 Divert Kimakia 
River into Chania. 
Extend treatment 


and storage. 

Divert Thika River 
to Kimakia. Extend 
treatment and stor- 
age. Construct 2nd 
pipeline. 

Raise dam to 235 ft. 
high. Extend treat- 
ment and storage. 
Raise dam to 290 ft. 
high. Extend treat- 
ment and storage. 


3 2,396,000 9 


4 2,460,000 5 


5 3,500,000 6 


Construct second 
Chania Dam, 240 ft. 
high. Extend treat- 
ment and storage. 

The details of the plan are to be sub- 
mitted to the City Council in a written 
report in about two months’ time. A 
memorandum setting out the require- 
ments of the new scheme is being pre- 
pared for submission to the Water 
Apportionment Board. 


OR 
3,595,000 6 





he 
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The Brick Industry and the ‘ V’ Brick 


Reasons for Delay in Large-Scale Production 


THE BRICK INDUSTRY has noted the com- 
ment about production of ‘V’ bricks in 
the editorial of the December issue of 
‘The National Builder’ and has issued a 
statement suggesting that the following 
observations be taken into account before 
imputing to the industry unresponsiveness 
to technical innovations of this kind. 

The manufacture of ‘ V ’ bricks, as with 
other perforated bricks, it is stated, is 
limited to the extrusion or wirecut pro- 
cesses of brick making, and only about 
one quarter of the producers make bricks 
in this way. In common with firms using 
other processes, the wirecut makers’ 
capacity is stretched to the limit to try 
to meet the tremendous demand for 
standard bricks and it should be noted 
that the industry is increasing its output 
of these, despite the fact that many small 
local works were forced to cease produc- 
tion during the trade recessions of 1951 
and 1957/9. 

It is clear, therefore, that many firms 
feel that they are unable, during the 
present period of intense demand, to 
reduce their effort on normal production 
to experiment with the manufacture of 
new type bricks. Indeed, even amongst 
the limited number of firms in the wirecut 
section there are many whose raw 
material and plant would not be im- 
mediately suitable for making ‘ V’ bricks. 

Some firms are already conducting full- 
scale experimental production and have 
co-operated closely with the Building 
Research Station since research on ‘V’ 
bricks began, to ensure, if tests were 
successful, that the transition from pilot 
plant to full-scale production could be 
made as smoothly as possible. It is not 
generally known that the work which the 
Building Research Station has done was 
intended more as a guide to the industry 
than as a complete and ready made 
answer, and it is at this point that these 
firms have taken over and are now con- 
centrating on further development. Fol- 
lowing is their experience: 

1. So far trials have shown that it is 
not easy, due to its shape, to make the 
*‘V’ brick at a rate of output which is 
commercially economic and that its 
successful manufacture will require 
specially designed and fairly expensive 
plant, machinery and factory layout, 
all of which takes time to develop, par- 
ticularly when existing plant is working 
to full capacity. 

2. While the ‘V’ brick may have 
some inherent advantages, particularly 
in speed of construction, there is still 
much to be learned about the effect of 
various types of perforation on resist- 
ance ta rain penetration and on 
strength. Results of tests have so far 
been good, and ‘V’ bricks have been 
used successfully for single and two- 
storey building. Indeed, they could 
be recommended for up to three or four 
storeys in sheltered or moderate 
exposures, and their strength when 
made of dense material is adequate for 
much higher construction, but further 

work is needed before they could be 
safely assumed to be as effective as 
cavity walls in resistance to rain pene- 
tration when subject to sever exposure. 





It must be remembered that the normal 
brick cavity wall, when built well, pro- 
vides effective weatherproofing against 
the peculiar English climate. 


For these reasons the industry has not 
swung over quickly to the manufacture 
of ‘V’ bricks. Despite this brick manu- 
facturers are still well aware of the pcten- 
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tialities of the ‘V’ brick, and ask the 
building industry to give them further 
time to ensure that the product, when 
marketed on a broad scale, is free of any 
snags. The ‘V’ brick wall must com- 
pete technically and economically with 
the normal brick cavity wall. 

The foregoing should show that the 
brick industry today is keenly alive to 
new developments and is fully aware of 
the various suggestions which have been 
made for improvements in both pro- 
cesses and products. 


Housing Progress Report 
Substantial Increase in Completions in 1960 


THE HOUSING PROGRESS REPORTS presented to Parliament as White Papers* by the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government and the Secretary of State for Scotland 
show that the number of permanent houses completed in Great Britain during 
December was 27,378 compared with 26,436 in December, 1959. During the year 
1960, 297,818 permanent houses were completed compared with 276,674 in the 


same period of 1959. Detailed figures at 


the end of December were: 


PERMANENT HOUSES AND FLATS COMPLETED 





GREAT BRITAIN 


| 
| ENGLAND AND WALES 





























Post-war | Completions Post-war Completions 
total to Completions; in 19 totalto | Completions in — 
Dec. 31, in to Dec. 31, | in 
1960 December Dec. 31 1960 | December oon 31 
By PuBLIC AUTHORITIES : 
Local Authoritiest 2,385,375 11,701 124,738 2, . a 9,713 103,235 
Housing Associations... 45,975 130 1,777 130 1,650 
Government Depts. ... | 78,640 296 2,674 70. 382 204 2,241 
TOTAL 2,509,990 12,127 | 129,189 2,140,596 | 10,047 107,126 
By PrivATE BUILDERS : 1,180,162 15,251 168,629 | 1,139,921 14,021 162,100 
TOTAL , 3,690,152 27,378 | 297,818 3,280,517 | 24,068 269,226 





PERMANENT HOUSES AND 


FLATS UNDER CONSTRUCTION 








































GREAT BRITAIN ENGLAND AND WALES 
Under Under Under Under Under Under 
construction | construction | construction | construction | construction | construction 
at Dec. 31, | at Sept. 30, | at June 30, | at Dec. 31, | at Sept. 30, | at June 30, 
1960 1960 1960 1960 | 1960 60 
By PuBLIC AUTHORITIES : | 
Local Authoritiest 143,247 146,813 145,690 117,519 | 119,055 118,790 
Housing Associations... 1,572 1,755 1,729 | 1,529 1,712 1,722 
Government Depts. ... 6,311 6,121 4,814 6,052 | 5,986 4,592 
TOTAL 151,130 154,689 152,233 | 125,100 | 126,753 125,104 
By PRIVATE BUILDERS ... 126,799 132,595 130,129 | 121,851 127,424 124,940 
TOTAL 277,929 | 287,284 282,362 | 246,951 | 254.1 77 250,044 





t In Scotland includes houses built or being built by Scottish Special Housing Association. 


CLEARANCE OF UNFIT AND OTHER HOUSES : 


ENGLAND AND WALES 





NNUMBER OF HOUSES : 
In clearance areas submitted . 
In clearance orders confirmed . 
In compulsory purchase orders } confirmed 
Demolished or closed : 


NUMBER OF PERSONS : 
In clearance areas submitted .. 
In clearance orders confirmed... 
In compulsory purchase orders confirmed 
Moved from houses demolished or closed 











Fourth First three | Total since 
quarter, quarters, April 1, 
1960 | 1960 1945 
| | 
| 10,318 27,401 t 
1,902 6,624 53,544 
6,440 24,351 154,877 
t 42,671 363,789§ 
29,852 79,786 t 
4,853 17,824 145,853 
17,582 70,451 475,837 
t 118,459 1,096,253§ 





* Cmd. 1271. 


Housing Return for England and Wales, HMSO, price 9d. Post-free 11d. 


* Cmd. 1269. Housing Return for Scotland, HMSO, price Is. 3d. Post-free 1s. 5d. 


t Not available. 
To September, 1960. 
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HE information given on these pages has been specially compiled 

for The Builder and is copyright. It is the intention that the 
details given should indicate fair average prices of materials, not 
necessarily the highest or the lowest. The prices apply to large 
quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchant’s warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. It is recommended that 
the prices of materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers 
and merchants. 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 


Delivered site in full lorry loads. Average of prices 
for Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, 


Holborn and St. Pancras. gad 
Pit Ballast... is 528 = shes iad ...» per yd. » 2 3 
Pit Sand inl aa aa is a ine - ‘. 1 3 8 
Washed Sand 1 6 9 
? in. Shingle ... . & 3 
2? in. Broken Brick 109 
Pan Breeze Em - - as 
Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag Aggregate aos --» per ton > & 

2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton. 

CEMENT, etc. 
Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 
Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifi- 

cation delivered Charing Cross area. gs & 

6-ton loads and upwards, site wah ns , per ton § 12 0 

1 to 6 tons, site rae AW - oe a 6 4 0 
Rapid-Hardening Cement in 6-ton loads and 

upwards to site ... és ‘ata aca ; ‘ia 6 2 6 

lto6tons_ do. site os ‘ oie a 614 6 


Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. “32s. 6d. per 
ton on ordinary cement prices. 
Sulphate Resisting Cement. 32s. 6d. per ton on 
ordinary cement prices. 
Red, Buff or Khaki Colocrete in 6-ton lots one e 8 12 0 
Other colours according to colour. 
In 4-ton lots from 310s. Od. to 780s. Od. ied ton. 


White Portland Cement “4 13 17 6 
Under | ton per cwl. 16 Il 
417 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 6- ton lots 

and upwards per ton 7 4 6 


Super Cement (W aterproof ), 32s. 6d. ‘per ton above 
Portland Cement. 
Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £11 10s.0d. to £14 5s.0d. 
(1-ton loads and upwards). 
Ciment Fondu and Lightning Brands High Alum- 
inous cement, 6-ton lots and up ‘ ies ” 15 14 6 
Stourbridge Fireclay, 6-ton loads at Railway 


Depot, London . i ba fi 619 0 
Stourbridge Fireclay, 6-ton loads (London sites) “ 770 
Moler Mortar Powder for Flue Bricks (London 

sites) iy “ne ssa ee oe — --» per cwt. 1 6 O 
BRICKS 
Full Loads &« & 
First Hard Stocks ... “ne a a .. per 1,000 1619 6 
Second Hard Stocks ‘ax san aa om se ae 1413 6 
Mild Stocks (Kiln Burnt) ids a oe ana ~ 10 15 0 
Mild Stocks oii ome ae = na 10 10 O 
All loaded free into lorry at the works. The 

question of haulage is ‘still very difficult and 

prices must be obtained from job to job. 

2% in. Nominal Fletton Bricks to sites in W.C. 
district : 

Commons ... iach or ian ina a r? 612 0 

Cellular Commons ae ao es sil he 612 0 

Keyed do. i 614 0 

Rustics = wits sie aie sas io 8 12 0 

Cellular Rustics . ‘did aad _ ud na 8 12 0 

Single Bullnose Commons 8 14 6 

Sandfaced . 912 0O 

Tuscans 10 7 O 

Saxons 10 15 O 

Golden Buffs , is Mb is ond a LL =. 

Dapple Light Facings .. ne — we she wf 11 9 6 

Heather Facings se ine S ss © 
Best Blue Pressed Staffs (L ondon sites) ba sn a 3349 

do. Bullnose (London sites) ...  «.  «. is 43 9 
Blue Wire Cuts (London sites) eee eve 7 29 9 6 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (London sites) ane ona = 11 13 O 
Uxbridge Whites (London sites) ee 1l 8 6 
Special Purpose Sandlime Bricks (London sites) “i 812 0 
Best Stourbridge Fire Bricks : 

24 in. (London stations) : aa aa 30 12 3 

24 in. (London sites) ... eee oes ove eee me ma 68lCU® 
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3 in. (London stations) bial ide sa .-. per 1,000 36 14 

3 in. (London sites)... — ae - a. 
2% in. Moler Flue Bricks (London sites) aie a 31 9 
2% in. Machine-made Sandfaced Red Facings 

(London sites) .. we 18 16 
28 in. Machine-made Multi Red Facings (London 

sites) ‘ 19 1 
2% in. Hand-made Sandfaced Red Facings 

(London sites) ... e rom i hha ‘abe is 20 7 
28in. Hand-made Sandfaced Multi-Colour 

Facings (London sites) si 20 7 
Hand-made Sandfaced Cherry Red Facings, 

Berkshire district (London sites) ... - as 
Hand-made Sandfaced Multi-Colour Facings, 

Berkshire district (London sites) ... me an 6S 
Rubber Bricks for gauged arches (London sites) i a 
2% in. Surrey Clamp Burnt Multi Stock Facings 

(London sites) .. is 16 15 
2%in. Surrey Kiln Burnt Multi Stock ‘Facings 

(London sites) .. Po ae 
Glazed Bricks (London sites), White, Ivory, B Brown: 

Stretchers ... ; Pa 64 0 

Headers... ie nat ie a 63 O 

Quoins, Bullnose and 4h in. Flats pia ume a a 80 0 

Double Stretchers nae ee ‘i 85 0 

Double Headers os = a ae pa 77 10 

One side and two ends ... <a bas me ee " 87 0 

Two sides and one end an aa we ma % 89 10 

Splays and Squints tes as 83 0 

Cream and Buff, £3 extra over White. Other 

colours, hard glaze, £8 10s. Od. extra over 
White. All above prices plus 474% for Best 
quality and plus 474% less 10% for Second 
quality. 

PARTITION SLABS, etc. 

Delivered Central London Area. (W.C. District.) 

HoLLow CLAY PARTITION BLOocks (Keyed) 

Minimum lorry loads £ 4 
| 140 yds... os eee Per yd. sup. 4 
BUILDING maces (Keyed) 
*3 in. (6 cavity)... 110 yds. , 5 
*4 in. (6 cavity) ao 90 yds. ome lode ee 7 
6in. (82 in. x S53in.) 1,250 blocks ... ais -- per1,000 28 9 
* Half blocks at no extra charge. 
CLINKER CONCRETE 
2 in. 100 yds. ... =... =... per yd. sup. 3 
24 in. 85 yds. ae a ey 4 
3 in. Me. co ee ae a 5 
4 in. * S37. =... ia a ve 6 
CRANHAM TERRA COTTA 
2 in. : : ‘ ‘ 7 
2h in. ae tae a ae is & 
3 in. Load bearing quality a ae Veen “OSes ss 9 
4in. do. do ia ome m 1b 
MOLER PARTITION Locks 
a ae 150 yds._.... =e cen - 12 
y | fod ‘or 120 yds. ute ela a “ 13 
| = ‘iit 100 yds. ssi i sia aa 14 
4m «- , a 90 yds. a - i 17 
LIGHTWEIGHT Conc RETE cena AND PARTITION 
BLOCKS OF VARIOUS SOURCES OF MANUFACTURE 
BM ce ell leslie 5 
ae ee = 6 
Sa ee I) © ice’ ae cae % 7 
ae ita sia = yds. ites ne =~" ne 9 
ne ee 1. 10 
6in. . 33 yds. nes ws 14 
THERMALITE-YTONG PARTITION BLOCKS 
23 in. .. ne 144 yds. 7 
THERMALITE- YTONG Loap- BEARING INSULATING. ‘BLocks 
(| = 120 yds. . we ies yd. sup. 8 
> ack see sake ee 2 11 
a ee . ) ae = a 13 
Ca. ccc = haw 60 yds. ie aa nce ne 16 
i es a sees) a 42 yds... eee ei : 3 
FLOOR BLOCKS AND Vaio Ties 
Floor Blocks 12 in. x 12 in. delivered in full lorry- 
loads : 

3 in. ... ae sia aw: bes. aa eke --- per 1,000 35 14 

. ——_ pe ai wall pom vee - iin - 38 «9 

Gee. aie SG 0... Gite ities Coed | hieeciae 46 1 

8 ee ee ee ee ef 52 12 

esi Aut des ae de ake Sade. «Sane pa 64 12 

ee ee pa mF 

4 in. ... ae oa ee 2 ne - 83 2 

in. 92 0 
Filler Tiles in multiples of | 10 tiles eae ‘1 ,000 multiples : 
12 in. > x 3 in. x fin. ae 43 13 
12 in. x 4in. x fin. sie oe ae ~ii me pa i ae 
10 in. x 5 in. x bin. ‘ of shia, ae > . a 


ccooccoos oc oc oo oO NTT A OMe 
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STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 
Glazed Stoneware Standard List (November, 1956). 

4in. 6 in. 9 in 
Pipes, 2 ft. tengits = . perft. 1/8 2/6 4, % 
Bends... wi each 5/- 7/6 20/3 | 
Junctions a ae BY ‘4 12/6 27/- 
Gullies with 4 in. outlets ae 6 22/6 


13/9 2/ 
The following are the percentages to be "added to the Standard 
(November, 1956) prices delivered London Area. 
Delivered ex Merchants Wharf or Depot. 
Over 100 pieces Under 100 pieces 
Under 2 tons Under 2 tons 


List 


Over 2 tons 
oO 


Best Quality ... - — 5% +15% +20% 
BSS Best Quality +3 %~- 5% +10 % 415% +10 %+ 20% 
Tested Quality +S — a7 +374% +15% +374 %+ 20 % 
BSS Tested Quality ...+474% — 5% +474%+15% +474%+ 20% 
& & 
3 in. une ~on Pipes = 12 in. » Pages .- -- per1,000 1210 6 
4in. do. ; os 16 16 O 
6 in. = do. es 34 10 O 
9 in. do. do. E 64 19 0 


DAMP COURSE 
Hessian base bitumen 7 Ib. per yd. sup. in 24 ft. 


rolls cut to wall widths in lots of £6 value and S 4.6 
over delivered London area ... ¥ - per yd. sup. i. 
Asbestos base do. 7 Ib. per yd. sup. do. do oO. ae 5 2 
Lead lined bitumen do. 9} lb. peryd. sup. do. - ‘i 12 2 
18 in. x 9 in. British damp course siates . per 1,000 43 8 11 
14 in. x 9 in. do. do. om i a-° 3 2 
9 in. x9 in. do do. va 18 18 9 
18 in. x 44 in. do. do. i 19 19 9 
14 in. x 44 in. do do. i 15 18 3 
9 in. x 44 in. do. do. i 10 14 3 
STONE 
Bath Stone ca ¢& 
Monks Park -~ ae 10 3 
St. Aldhelm Box Ground .. - ll 6 
Delivered in railway trucks at South Lambeth 
B.R. Western Region. 
Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered 
London area ; ; saa rae - 10 10 
Beer Stone. Delivered London area ee 10 6 
Portland Stone— 
Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. 
verage delivered in railway trucks at Nine 
<lms, B.R. Southern Region 6 i 9 10 
Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin Hood Quality. 
Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. 
9 in.x3 in. Rubbed, weathered, ae and 
stolled cills ; - perft.cube 4 5 10 
2 in. x 6 in. do. “do. | ecllliess a + gz 
12 in. x 3 in. Plain coping, twice throated ‘ i a 
2 in x 3 in. Weathered and twice throated coping a > 2 2 
4 in. x6 in. do. do. oO. “ 217 0 
4} in. x 9 in. Plinth rubbed on top and face ° “a 211 0 
3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes - per ft. sup. 9 1 
Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6i in. 
thick, edges coped for rendered brickwork -perft.cube 111 3 
do. do. fair one edge for fair faced brickwork - 117 0 
Hard York— 
12 in. x2 in. Square Steps, rubbed on top and 
edge ae ae ee 11 0 
14 in. x3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on top 
and front perft.cube 2 18 3 
12 in. x 6 in. Plain Steps, rubbed top and front io 211 O 
2 in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes per ft. sup. 10 3 
2in. Sawn ese oe peuanee in random 
sizes “s .. peryd.sup. 3 12 0 
TILES AND PANTILES 
Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000. 
Machine-made Pantiles and French pe Tiles from Ea &. 
Lincolnshire district ae se 35 16 6 
Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district . Re 6410 0 
Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district we 29 
Hand-made 104 x 6} tiles Berkshire district 18 0 O 
Machine-made 104 x 63 Staffordshire district an 17 0 O 
Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles per doz. _ ee 113 0 
Machine-made Hip and Valley tiles do. baer. OC Lag laa 112 0 
Concrete tiles 10} x 64 ‘ + 2) Seer Gea . ee 810 0 
do. Interlocking (498) _ -" 19 16 6 
Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ ‘responsibility. 
SLATES 
First-quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage paid in full 
truck sons to dumm Rate station. Per 1,000 actual. fa ¢ 
24x 12 - 155 10 0 
22x12 123 10 0 
22x11 111 10 0 
20x 12 104 10 0 
20x 10 102 0 0 
18x 10 69 10 0 
18x 9 61 0 O 
16x 10 54 8 10 
16x 8 42 12 4 


Note. —Breakage in transit, " purchasers’ esponsibility. 
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TIMBER 

Softwood Ex per 
Joinery quality Wharf standard £115 to £140 
Carcassing quality do. pe £94 — £98 
1 in. Tongued and Grooved Flooring do. a £110 0 O 

Hardwood £ a ¢& 
a ~~ ~ S.E. do. per ft. cube 110 0 

Honduras S.E.. do. Ee > 3 ¢@ 

me European S.E. . do. i 210 0 

do. Japanese S.E. ... do. = 2 = 4 

do. English Logs sawn do. a 2 2's 
Teak 8 in. average S.E. do. ie 317 6 
Walnut African Logs sawn do. eo rz ¢ 

Plywood per 
6 mm. (} in.) Birch Plywood B/BB si 100 sq. ft. 4 4 6 
6 mm. Israeli Gaboon do. B/BB exterior r grade 
WBP (AX100) ; bs os 4°33 
18 mm. Birch Blockboard_ ... 910 0 
in. Douglas Fir Plywood 96 in. X 48 in. Exterior 
grade WPB (AX100) solid two sides ... ‘a it 911 O 
DOORS (in Lots I-11) 
Delivered London area. €« ¢& 
14 in. 4 Horizontal Panel. Pattern 4 in. deal 
2 ft. O in. x 6 ft. 6 in. oa ae ane each 116 0 
2 ft. 3 in. x6 ft. 6 in. ... SOS A ae ie ee 117 6 
28: Gm XG Gime. woes ae - bap i 118 6 
pO SS ee ee a 2 0 6 
2 in. do. but top pee open. Pattern 4~x G in deal 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 RS SAG ieee ae ae mn 29 0 
2 ft. 9 in. % 6 ft. é in. Ae cee eee ihe, _. Giga 27u 4 
2 in. 2 Panel top ae. open. Pattern 2 x Gin deal 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 ae - ae 
of Sim cette Gin ne a 2 3s 
14in. Plywood Faced Flush Doorsto BS459, ‘Part2A 
2 ft. 0 in. x6 ft. Oin. ... ms ‘ 12 3 
pf eS | eon a ee. 
of ee SS a is 7% 9 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. = “<a i ae ne i 2 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. Siena! slat iy 118 0 
1} in. Hardboard Faced Flush Doors 
2 ft. 0 in. x 6 ft. 0 in. aaa oF e ; s&s 
2 ft. O in. x6 ft. 6 in. ... ne sé aes — i pF. 
pig EG <p gal eae ere Ee 1 6 6 
OE es a 1 8 6 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ... =e =e aoe oe xe 19 6 
SUNDRIES 
Delivered London area. £64 ¢€ 
1 in. Wood Wool Slabs 6 ft. 0 in. x 2 ft. 0 in. in 
quantities of 1 ton (89 yds. to 1 ton) per yd. é 2 
1} in. do. (67 yds. to l ton) ... a x 8 0 
2 in. do. (52 yds. to l ton) ... - “is 9 94 
24 in. do. (45 yds.tolton) ... ... a 11 3 
3 in. do. (39 yds. tol ton)... i 12 7} 
Quantities under 1 ton add 1d. per 4 in. of thickness 
+ in. imported or home 1 on insulation ae per 
quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. ; - wom et 2 2 6 
4 in. Hardboard do. ae ar ae i Ps i «6 
fin. do. do. 7 =< 
2 in. Compressed Straw Slabs, roofing quality. 
6 ft., 8 ft., 9 ft., 10 ms and 12 ft. x 4 ft. 

50-100 yds. a wee eee Per yd. sup. 11 4 
101-250 cae te (oak ge Shae ee Obs = 10 10 
251-750 yds. Sa ee a as 10 1 
Over 750 yds._... sa a 9 4 

2 in. do. for partitions 4d. per ‘yd. cheaper. 
fs in. Asbestos Flat Building me. vs * és 4 34 
din do. rar do. a dag” - eae Pe 6 0 
Roofing Felt 1-ply .. eee cma ei eta, “eae a 1 9 
do. 2-ply . oa ins aa be 2 32 
Best Scotch Glue in slabs ..perécwt. 5 8 O 
do. pearl ... " ve . =. = 
Croid Glue ... , 28 Ib. 2 6 0 
Impact Adhesive per gall. 212 0 
Cut Nails 3 in. (i-ton lots) , perton 8110 0 
do. 4 in. and up (1-ton lots) .. ie 78 0 O 
Wire Nails 3 in. (4-cwt. lots) ... wa oo. per cwt. 319 2 
do. 4 in. and up (4-cwt. lots) ion ies me 316 6 
METALS 
STEEL Joists, ETC. 
Basis Joists— ; : £s d. 
6 in. x Sin., 8 in. x Sin., 8 in. x 6in., 10 in. x 6 in. 
12 in. x6 in., plain cut to lengths delivered 
London area ... aoa 4 wn pie .. perton 4715 0 
Extra for sizes 
3 in. x 1} in. MRE. ear Ome bee a 310 0 
(OEE a ae ee eR 210 0 
4 in. x3 in. ... ae MA aaa <n sins a a 
10 in. x 44 in. a ae ee Me 110 0 
5 in. x 24 in. > 4 re aaa wi a 115 0 
4} in. x 1} in. a = a. ose one = 2 386 
5 in. x 44 in. 7 in. X 34 in 13 in. x 5 in.... a 15 0 
6 in. x 3 in. 24 in. x 74 in nes eae be ps 200 
6 in. x 4} in. 7 in. x4 in ne 15 % 
9 in. x 4 in. 10 in. x Sin aa sae ” - 
12 in. x 5 in. 22 in. x 7 in. me am “Ges es 1006 
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METALS—continued 
9 in. x7 in. 10 in. x 8 in. 12 in. x 8 in. £ «°@ 
14in.x5hin. 14 in. x6 in. 14 in. x 8 in. per ton 10 O 
15 in. x 5 in. 15 in. <6 in. 16 in. x 6 in. 
16 in. x 8 in. 18 in. x 6 in. 18 in. x 7 in. } 10 0 
18 in. x 8 in. 20 in. x 6$ in. 20 in. x 74 in. - 
Steel angles average price ees ‘ aa wae - 48 15 0 
Steel tees average price : jas én i 49 15 0 
Fabricated work yn id London— 
R.S. Joists cut and fitted.. - >, or oe “s 67 19 9 
Ee ee a ae ve 7214 3 
Stanchions .. an le ore an wae te 78 9 9 
Compound stanchions ... ‘ ji = a 83 4 3 
In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins oe on a 93 19 6 
Average prices not for awkward work. 
Angle cleats and § in., } in. and { in. bolts average 
price London area mn per cwt. 510 0 
FERRO-CONCRETE aes AND FABRIC 
Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete Bars British manufac- 
ture to BSS 785 ex. Mills. 1 in. diameter and 
upwards delivered ——-* London station perton 4010 O 
do. do. . London Stock do. 
delivered London site . aes ‘ ; oes = 49 10 0O 
Extras— 
} in. diam.... . ie on ... pertonextra8 12 6 
Ye iM. eee ooo © eee ee “- 612 6 
gin. do. ... ee mn e 412 6 
sin. do. ... ee eee ee ae 32 68 
gin. do. nw iss nia -_ ead ‘i 110 O 
« in. and i in. diam. - 15 0 
Steel wire mesh reinforcing fabric to BSS 1221A. 
Ref. No. 106 ‘ 7.88 Ibs. per sq. yd 5 
ao = ea ex wee aa 3 
an 1.83 ,, en 1 
a ae yi: om Shes ibe a 4 
» 2 125 4.32 6 es 21 
MILD an a 
Tubes to BSS 1387. Fittings BSS 1740. 
Basic List Prices 
tin. Zin. Sin. Zin. Lin. I}in. 1}in. 2 in. 
Tubes ... per ft. 9% 10 I/- 1/24 1/9 2/3 2/8 2/9 
Bends ... . each 1/7 1/9 2/- 2/6 3/8 5/5 6/2 10/7 
Elbows, square ,, 1/8 1/10 2/2 2/6 3/- 4/4 5/2 8/6 
do. round... ,, 1/10 2/—- 2/4 2/10 3/4 4/8 5/8 9/4 
me oS 2/- 2/2 2/6 3/2 3/8 5/- 6/2 10/2 
Crosses... - pe 4/4 4/8 5/6 6/6 8/2 I1/- 13/2 21/- 
Sockets, Plain ,, 6 6 8 10 1/- 1/4 1/9 2/6 
do. Diminished _,, 8 10 1/- 1/2 1/6 2/- 2/8 4/- 
Backnuts ms is 4 4 6 7 10 1/- 1/4 2/2 
MALLEABLE FITTINGS 
tin. gin. Sin. Zin. lin. Ifin. hin. 2in. 
Elbows, round each 84 84 94 1/24 1/84 2/7} = 5/- 
Rg ack es 9 94 1/- 1/4¢ 2/- 2/93 5/6 
Crosses... «+» 4 1/24 1/24 1/4% 2/- 2/9% 3/7% 5 24 7/24 
Sockets.. ch col Ss Ss F 9} 1/- 1/74 2/23 3/14 
Backnuts 3 3 34 44 «53 7% 10} 1/5} 
Discounts from List prices as follows :— 
Galvanised Tube Malleable 
Under 1 ton Over 1 ton W.I. Fittings Fittings 
Light 384% 40 % Light —25}% Malleable List 
Medium 344% 36 % Heavy —214% 84%+40% 
Heavy 264% —28}° 
Black— ; 
Light 49 % 503% Light —314% Malleable List 
Medium 45 9% 463% Heavy —273% —18}% 
Heavy 374% 39 % 


C.I. HaLtFt-RoUND GUTTERS 
Delivered London per yd. in 6 ft. lengths. 


Gutters Nozzles Stop Ends 
3 in. 4/24 3/9 1/1 
34 in. 4/7 4/1 1/1 
4 in. ... 5/11 4/7 1/7 
44 in. 6/6 5/1 1/11 
FM ose 7/3 5/6 2/3 

¢. LO.G. GUTTERS 

Per yd. in 6-ft. lengths : Gutters Nozzles Stop Ends 
3 in. ... ; x 5/5 4/l1l 1/3 
34 in. 6/-+ 4/il 1/7 
 . - 6/84 5/1 1/11 
44 in. 7/3 5/10 2/3 
yy ae » 7/11 6/8 2/7 

C.I. RaIin- a PIPES 

Pipe Bends Branches 
i, ‘i en ae ad Ste 8/114 4/7 6/7 
24 in. — wa ia bin ea 8/114 5/1 8/10 
7 = = ae ies ee 10/1 6/5 9/7 
34 in. waa aS sik one 11/6 7/7 11/6 
4 in. ... 13/34 9/2 13/7 

LC. C. COATED ae Pipes 

2 iM, ..- — nin aks ai ty 7/10 9/7 
24 in. on i oes oo ius ios 8/9 11/11 
i] oo ion a 12/1 9/7 14/2 
34 in. 13/6 11/11 16/6 
4 in. ... 15/44 13/4 19/5 


Above prices for gutters, rain-water and soil pipes for under 5-cwt. lots 


only. Lots over 5 cwt. see List No. 3300, dated February 1, 


plus 274% and tonnage allowance. 4-ton lots 5%, 2-ton lots 


1955, 
24% 


ouno~— 
Ne e ee 
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4a sé 
4in. diamete: .n 9 ft. lengths - yd.run 1.1 1 
6 in. do. do. RN 3-5. ¢6 
4 in. diameter bends a! a each a 
6 in. do. do. oe ee oF 2.33.3 
4 im. Gigmneber Gees 2, ice cce nto ab ia 3 
6 in. do. do. ee eae a 442 
above prices for any quantity but under 5 cwt. carriage extra. 
PitcH Fispre Drain Pipes 
2 in. diameter in 5 ft., 5 ft. 6 in. or 8 ft. eames 
war ~~ couplings am ne ond ft. run 1 6} 
3 in. do. eS 2 a ee 1 103 
4 in. do. tk cae eas! Ses. sae See ra 2-6 
5 in. do. ae ee ae ae) Sa pal 4 li? 
6 in. do. ove at aie —_ tod oo 5 Oj 
4 in. diameter short radius } bends each 17 9 
4 in. oO. Oo. nds — “e 12 11 
2 in. diameter 6 ft. radius bends (5 ft. lengths) oa 16 2 
3 in. do. do. do. as 19 8 
4 in. do. do. do. as 174 
5 in. do. do. do. se 240 
6 in. do. do. do. 214 6 
Above prices for loads of £60 and over. 
Loads £25 to £59 19s. 11d. Plus 10% 
Loads under £25... Plus 15% 
Aspestos RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS 
All less 173% discount. 2in. 24in. 3 in. 4 in. 
Pipes, 6 ft. lengths .. .-. per yd. 4/7 4/10} 5/11 7/10 
Shoes ... --- each 3/- 3/3 3/10 5/2 
' Single Branches -_ as 4/8 5/6 6/7 9/2 
; Bends, square or obtuse .. ia 3/3 3/7 4/8 6/7 
Swan Necks, 44 in. proj. io 3/7 4/8 5/2 7/3 
do. See 3/10 5/2 5/10 7/10 
Aspestos O.G. GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
4in 4} in. 5 in. 6 in. 
Gutters, 6 ft. nage .-. per yd. 4/4 4/93 5/9 6/1045 
Drop ends .. each 3/6 4/- 4/9 5/5 
Stop ends a 1/1 1/2 1/3 1/5 
Angles ... a 3/7 4/1 5/- 5/10 
Nozzles on ms 3/6 4/- 4/9 5/- 
| Union Clips ... 1/9 2/1 2/6 2/11 
ASBESTOS Hatr- RouNb Gurters AND FITTINGS 
3 in. 4 in. 44in. Sin. 6 in 
Gutters, 6 ft. lengths = 3/04 3/74 3/84 4/44 6/1 
Drop ends -- each 2/6 3/- 3/3 3/7 5/2 
Stopends 0. 2+ 1/- 1/1 1/2 1/3 1/5 
Angles ... es ae ae 2/10 3/3 3/7 3/10 5/2 
Nozzles wd ae, oe 2/6 3/- 3/3 3/7 5/2 
Se ee 1/3 1/4 1/5 1/7 2/5 
Per ton basis 
in London 
Ss. 
Iron—Staffordshire Goe metemeed Gully 52 17 6 
Mild Steel Bars 47 8 6 
Mild Steel Hoops ... 49 0 0 





| Soft Sheets C.R. and cs A.— 


20 gauge 

24 gauge 

26 gauge eee 
Galvanised Corruguated Sheets, 6 ft. ‘to 9 f. 

20 gauge ... ‘ ion 

24 gauge 

26 gauge ae 
Galvanised Flat Sheets CA R. and om Ave 

20 gauge = ide 

24 gauge 

26 gauge - 
ALUMINIUM AND ALUMINIUM ALLOYS 
(Base Prices) 
Sheet BS 1740 SIC 18 SWG (36 in. wide)... - perl 
Sheet BS 1470 NS3 Utility 18 SWG (36 in. wide) a 
Coiled strip BS 1470 SIC 18 SWG (24 in. wide) i 
oo strip BS 1470 NS3 Utility 18 SWG oe in. 

wide).. ” 
Coiled strip high purity, ‘22 SWG (12 in. wide) re 
Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS3 Circular Profile 

8 ft. x 32 in. x 20 SWG 
Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS3 Industrial Profile 

8 ft. x 312 in. x 20 SWG a 
Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS3 Mansard Profile 

8 ft. x 31Z in. x20 SWG 
Extruded section BS 1476 E1C simple moulding 
Extruded section BS 1476 EIC 1 in. diam. round os 
Extruded section BS 1476 HE19WP simple angle in 
— section BS 1476 HEI9WP 1 in. diam. 

roun ees a 
Tubing BS 1471 TIC Ibi in. O/D x 20 swG . 
Tubing BS 1471 HT19WP 1} in. O/Dx 20 SWG ee 


BRASS WORK, etc. 
Delivered aie London area. 


4 in. 


—_— Oe 
i Te aw = 


PLUMBERS’ 


All per dozen ; in. 1 in. 
Screwdown bib cocks Crutch 
head for iron.. 


Toilet bib cocks for iron 


Ex Merchant’s 
Stock per ton 
Two-ton lots 
s. 

62 7 

64 17 

67 17 


70 18 
74 
79 13 


72 8 
75 18 
81 3 


cco cco aanlaSF 


b. 


per sheet 114 1 


WOO = 


Ijin. 2in. 








RO et et et 
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PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK, etc.—continued 
All per dozen 4in. in. 1 in. * in. 1 2 in. 


in. 
Screwdown stop cocks for iron 66/- 95/9 188/- 363/- 522/6 917/6 
do. with two unions forlead 89/- 132/- 234/4 472/- fd 158 /G 


Double nut boiler screws 18/8 26/5 47/6 48/6 67/- 
Heavy Croydon ball valves... 77/- 193/6 312/5 568/8 734/10 — 
Plumbers’ union a wae to 
iron «+ 19/6 23/6 38/6 52/10 Ly 165/- 
Ijin. 1}in. 2 in. oe : 4 in. 
Caps and Screws , 33/ - 40/8 59/6 92/ 1is/io 155/3 
Brass Sleeves ; 31/11 31/11 36/3 74/10 91/5 
14x 6 Ib. 13x6lb. 2x7 Ib. 3x7 Ib. 
Lead P. trap with brass clean- 
Lent NE aces ccs ee. OS 85/6 137/- 233/9 
S.trap do. do. 82/9 102/9 168/3 302/3 
Solder : . 
Plumbers’ 1 cwt. lots 320/- 14 Ib. lots per lb. 3 7 
Tinmen’s... —... ss »  404/- = a 4 5 
Blow pipe ” ” 407/- ” ” ” 4 6 


CopPeR TUBES AND SHEETS 
Copper tubes BSS 659/1944 on the basic price of 25d. per Ib. plus 
gauge and manufacturing extras as follows. Minimum quantities, 10 cwt. 


Extra 
} in. x 19 163 Total iT A ft it 
in. x 19 gauge otal per lb. 4 rox. per ft. 
a; a es a ee 
1 in.x18 3 125 ae —— — 
Id in.x 18 ,, 12¢ - 37% % » 285 
Igin.x18 3 12} ae ae 
2 in.x17 13% ‘~ a 394 oa Ha 55 
Small Quantity extras : 
10 cwts. to 5 cwts. plus 4d. per Ib 
5 cwts. to 2 cwts. —~ ae. 
2 cwts. to 1 cwt. . a * a, ae 
Rolled Copper sheets up to 48 in. wide, basic. price ‘plus £ sod. 
gauge and manufacturing extras * 251 0 O 
ZINC s. d. 
Sheet Zinc, 10 gauge (25 SWG), S5cwt. lots upwards percwt. 715 3 
» »» I2gauge(23SWG), ,,_ ,, - 714 9 
» 9» 14gauge (21 SWG), ne pe on 713 6 
Brass Tube 
Brass tubes, basic gum, pine teatie and owned 
turing extras ; per Ib. 1 9 
LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 
Basis selling price to one address in London or Home Counties : 4 
£@¢ ¢@ 
Lead Sheet, English, 34 Ib. substance and que perton 101 15 0 
a Water Pipe, in coils 2 ne 104 0 O 
Lead Soil Pipe, 10 ft. or over 2 in. to 4 in. in dia. a 105 10 O 
‘ » over 4 in. dia. ine ies 107 10 0 
Gas or Untinned Compo pipe.. : faa 105 10 O 
5 cwt. lots and over less 6d. per cwt. off basic prices. 
Extras over Basis for quantities wee 5 cwt. 
3 cwt. and under 5 cwt. . psi per cwt. 4 0 
1 cwt. do. 3 cwt. = pin ea 6 0 
Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. priced specially. 
Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than 
basis weights and cutting to sizes less than basis 
charged extra according to current trade schedule. 
Allowance for Old Lead, collected, £56 Os. Od. per 
ton weighed at buyer’s works. 
PLASTER, etc. 
£a.¢4 
Coarse Pink in 1-ton loads and over delivered on site per ton 8 8 3 
do. White do. do. do. fe 817 9 
Sirapite Coarse BSS 1191 Class Cc do. 6 819 9 
do. Fine do do. do. me $76 
do. Browning BSS 1191 Class B do. os 819 9 
do. Board Finish do. do. a 819 9 
Blue Lias Lime, in 6-ton loads a as wi 614 6 
Hydrated Lime (Grey) in 6-ton loads — di na 510 0 
do. (White) do. ae awe sats om 6 0 0 
Lump Lime (Grey) do. we io ae Pe a a 
do. (White) do. ome ef 514 6 
White Keen’s or Parian Cement, in 1- ‘ton loads eal * 12 4 9 
Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement, in 1-ton loads = 11 19 6 
Granite a, in 6-ton loads ; a > a 
Hair a ‘ d percwt. 417 6 
a =e Plaster Lath or ees eek ¢ in. | thick, 
00 yds. and over in one delivery. Delivered site per yd. 2s 
1200 yds = at a 2 ht 
do. Insulating do. 2 in. ‘thick, 600 yds. and 
over in one delivery. Delivered site ae a s g 
1,200 yds. ... » 2 7 
Gypsum *Plasier Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide 6 to 
12 ft., % in. thick, 600 yds. and over in one 
delivery. Delivered site i ; ote ou = 2 5} 
1,200 yds. ... % 2 4 
do. Insulating do. FY in. thick, “600 yds. and 
over in one delivery. Delivered site ese - 2 11 
1,200 yds. ... es eT ae e 2 10 
rFAINTS AND DISTEMPER 
!elivered London area. £s. d. 
eiling Distemper ... per cwt. 1 7 6 
/ashable Distemper a 515 0 
loss Paint ... per gal. 216 0 
‘ uper Snowcem cement paint (in 1 cwt. drums) percwt. 5 0 0 
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LEAD PRODUCTS AND OILS £s. 4 
Ground White Lead, in 1 cwt. kegs . percwt. 8 7 6 
Genuine White Lead Paint, 1-19 * lotsin 1 gal. tins per gal. 3 6 6 
Genuine Red Lead, Dry, 1 cwt. keg (10 ton lots) per cwt. 512 6 
do. do. do. (1 cwt. lots) = 619 0 
Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. keg sia z2%.¢ 
Size XD quality 28 Ib. per tin 9 0 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) drums extra per gal 19 2 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) do. ‘a 10 0 
SUNDRIES 
Turpentine substitute ( 5 gal.) drums extra one - 5 4 
do. do. (40 gal.) i Sopa eas an 4 8 
Solignum, Brown (5 gal. cams) Exterior ere ¥ 8 8 
Creosote (40 gal. barrels) ae iets a 2 2 
Paste Powder (1 Ib. pockets) + per Ib. 2 4 
White Lining Paper : - per piece 1 2 
VARNISHES, etc. 
Delivered London area. £s, d. 
Oak Varnish, Outside or Inside per gal. 200 
Oak, Pale Copal do. do. i eee ic i. 
Hard Drying Oak for Inside ...  .-- ese eee a 23 90 
Crystal Paper Varnish do. ... «0. eee ove fe 2 8 0 
Eggshell Flat Varnish eo. re ae ae i 220 
Finest Carriage Varnish . ee ew et ie i 
Front Door Varnish ee ad a a 
ee ro et 112 0 
8 ge i 116 0 
Brunswick ong ee ee ee ee as i ¢ 
Berlin Black . ee ee eee ee re 110 0 
Terebene i ae ee ee it @ 
Knotting (1 gal. bottles free) te ee ee ea Ss 1m 0 
French and Brush Polish (do.)... 9... eee wee os 115 0 
GLASS 
Delivered London area. s. d. 
18 oz. Sheet Glass samen Gieing canal 
Cut Sizes.. . per ft. sup. 10 
24 oz. do. do. do. ‘do. Za 1 Of 
26 oz. do. do. do. do. iad 1 3 
32 oz. do. do. ™ dol i 1 7} 
4 in. Rolled Plate.. os sent = 1 st 
fs in. Rolled and Rough Cast .. ae ee ea 1 6 
} in. do. do. ne s 1 7} 
¢ in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral, Standard 
patterns— 
ee - 1 32 
SO es 1 9% 
aC ee pe 2 
do. Special Tints ‘ ‘i 7 
4 in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, Reedlyte 
and Luminating Group3 .... a 1 St 
+ in. Wired Cast ... Se a ee He 1 10 
+ in. Georgian Wired i tt aa ee re oe 1 il 
Hollow Glass Blocks— 
P.B.2 Cross reeded 53x 5}x3{in. ... . each 3 9 
P.B.3 Broad reeded 737}x3fin. ... «.. 2s 5 9 
P.B.32 Cross reeded 73X7}xX3{in. ... =... a 5 9 
P.B.4 _—_— Prismatic ee ot? ae a 6 6 
P.B.5 Flemish 7iX7EX3G in... ee “ > 9 
P.B.6 Boomerang 7}X7}X3{jin. ... «.. ina 6 6 
Half Size Blocks— 
P.B.32 Cross reeded 7} 3} x 3¥ in. ii a 4 10 
Radiused Corner Blocks to match wal with— 
P.B.2 Cross reeded . : a = 8 1 
P.B.3 Broad reeded ... ae ee ee ss 9 8 
P.B.32 Cross reeded . = 9 8 
P.B.2, P.B.3, P.B.32 are also ‘supplied in Light 
Diffusing Blocks at same price. 
t in. Polished Plate Glass, G.G. quality— 
In plates not exceeding 2 ft. sup. -. per ft. sup. 4 7 
° ” »” 5 ft. sup. ae se ss a 97 
at ri _ 45 ft. sup. ae ie a 7 6 
100 ft. sup. sei me 7 6 
3 in. Polished Plate, ‘extra sizes, i.e., plates exceed- 
ing 100 ft. sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both 
ways. G.G. quality—Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. 
or 240 in. one way or 130 in. both ways eae i ll 4 
Not exceeding 180 ft. sup. or i aes “ 15 0 


Plates exceeding 180 ft. sup. prices on application. ; 
Substances other than } in. Polished Plate at Special Prices. 


Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass. 
The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and one 
pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 
Minimum per ft. sup. 
d. 


Description of Glass— quantity 8. 
CS Oe eee ee ee 7k 
40z. ,, Gee) ike en ee |e 9 
y | Se ‘i 2,000 11 
32 oz. 2,000 2 
¢ in. Rolled Piate.. 1,000 10 
4 in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral Standard 
— White Group 1 1,000 10% 
Group 2 1, 2¢ 
4 in. Pinstripe , Hammerstripe, Reeded, Luminat- 
ing an Baie or Group 3 1,000 1 2§ 
fe in. ee Plate or 1 aes Cast <a: *son) Se - : 
+ in. cok” iow gop 1 23 
+ in. Wired Cast, ° a oto ae : = 
} in. Georgian Wired Cast 2,000 1 5} 
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1. Craftsmen and Labourers. 


2. Apprentices. 
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(Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors) 


3. Young Male Labourers. 





























. | | 
Region Craftsmen Labourers Age Per cent. of London and England, Wales Age Per cent. of London and England, Wales 
Pa r — 4 | Craft Rate | Liverpool Dist. Craft Rate | Liverpool Dist. and Scotland 
; -¢é s. d. } 
England & Wales | s. d. , oak s. d. | s. d. 
(Grade A) ...| 5 0 4 4 15 | 25 1 3 1 3 334 e« 1 5 
London. | Su | ae t] i | ge] 1g 1 § ‘s 2 0 1 
Liverpool and 18 624 3 2} 3 it i; i 
District eee 5 1k 4 6 19 75 3 10} 3 9 663 3 0 2 11 
Scotland... 1 $ O 4 4 20 874 4 6 44 100 4 6 4 4 
! 














NORTHERN IRELAND is not included; rates fluctuate so much from district to district that reference should be made to local offices. 
WATCHMEN.—The rates per shift for watchmen engaged on building sites is 27s. 6d. in London and Liverpool District, and 26s. 3d. in the provinces. 
FEMALE OPERATIVES.—In ail districts throughout the country except in Scotland the rate of wages for women, aged 19 and over, engaged in craft processes is 4s. 1$d. 


per hour. Women engaged on work other than craft processes, 3s. 9d. per hour. 


period, and the woman labourer, 3s. 10})d. 


New Companies 


THE FOLLOWING NEW COMPANIES, registered 
in England, have been announced by 
Jordan and Sons, Ltd., company registra- 
tion agents. 


J. E. WELLER (BUILDING CONTRACTORS) LTD. 

Regd. Dec. 21, 1960. 27-9 Whitfield-st., 
Wl. Secy.: Gladys Weller. 

MODERN HOMES’ (BRIGHTON) 
Dec. 23, 1960. 9 Marlborough-pl., 
Bidrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £100. 
W a 

& A. BUILDERS LTpD.—Regd. Dec. 28, 
1] "The Hill, Northfleet, Kent. Secy.: 
R. Wadsworth. Nom. cap.: £1,000. 

r. J. HODGES & co. LTD.—Regd. Dec. 28, 
1960. Bldrs. and contractors, etc. Nom cap.: 
£100. Dir.: T. J. Hodges, Sunnymead, 
Copthall-ave., Hawkhurst. 

BALMER & MAINWARING LTD.—Regd. Dec. 
28, 1960. 47-49 Mill-la., Liverpool, 12. Secy.: 
B. Mainwaring. Bldrs., etc. Nom. cap. : 
£1,000. 

j. COWIESON AND CO. LTD.- 
1960. 9-11 Bradshaw-st., 
Secy.: T. A. Herbert. Bidrs., etc. 
£1,000. 

NEW HOMES 


LTD.—Regd. 
Brighton, l. 
Secry.: L. 


1960. 
Lilian 


Regd. Dec. 29, 
Northampton. 
Nom. cap.: 


(NORTHAMPTON) LTD.—Regd. 


Dec. 29, 1960. 26 Elmhurst-ave., Northamp- 
ton. Secy.: Beatrice S. Barham. Bldrs., etc. 
Nom. cap.: £2,000. 

WILLIS & CO. (BUILDERS) LTD.—Regd. Dec. 
29, 1960. Barclays Bank-chmbrs., Princess- 
sq.. Armada Way, Plymouth. Nom. cap.: 
£500. Dir.: Mrs. Betty J. Willis. 

THOMAS MCINERNEY & SONS, LTD.—Regd. 
Dec, 29, 1969. 27 Clarendon-rd., Watford, 


Herts Secy.: D. McInerney. Bldrs., etc. 
Nom. cap.: £15,000. 

S. STORER & SON (CONTRACTORS) LTD.— 
Regd. Dec. 29, 1960. Bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: 
£1,000. Permt. dir.: S. Storer, 19 Kenners- 
dene, Tynemouth, Northumberland. 


j. FISHER & SONS, LTD.—Regd. Dec. 30, 
1960. 175 Armley Ridge-rd., Armley, Leeds. 
Secy.: Florence Fisher. Bldrs., etc. Nom. 
cap.: £2,000. 


Ww. G. WILSON & SONS (PORTSMOUTH) LTD. 

Regd. Dec. 30, 1960. 26 Myrtle Grove, 
Copnor, Portsmouth. Secy.: E. J. E. 
Wilson. Bldg. contrs., etc. Nom. cap.: 
£2,000, 

LIPTROT & CO., LTD.—Regd. Dec. 30, 1960. 
16 Beech Drive, Poulton-le-Fylde. Secy.: 
J. T. Liptrot. Bidrs., etc. Nom. cap.: 
£10,000. 

4. H. LEWIS (PUBLIC WORKS CONTRACTORS) 


LtD.—Regd. Jan. 2, 1961. Nom. cap.: 


£1,000. Dir.: Arthur H. Lewis, Springfield, 
Carrington-rd., Spalding. 

MOORES (LANCING) LTD.—Regd. Jan. 2, 
1961, 12 North-rd., Lancing, Sussex. Secy.: 


M. Moore. Bldrs. and decorators’ 


Agnes 


merchants, etc. Nom. cap.: £6,000. 
O. C, ROBINSON LTD.—Regd. Jan. 2, 196 


75 Ness-rd., Shoeburyness, Essex. Secy.: 
S. H. May. Bldrs. and contractors and shop- 
fitters, etc. Nom. cap.: £5,000. 


R. C. RADFORD & SONS LTD.—Regd. Jan. 2, 


1961. Hale Farm, Hale, Farnham, Surrey. 
Secy.: Lizzie D. Radford. Bldrs., etc. Nom. 
cap.: £10,000. 

E. C. GUY LTD.—Regd. Jan. 2, 1961, 49 
Leopold-rd., N2. Secry.: T. W. Richards. 
Bidrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £100. 

DAVIES BUILDERS (BOURNEMOUTH ) LTD.— 


Regd. Jan. 2, 1961. Canford-chbrs., St. 
Peters-rd., Bournemouth. Secy.: F. W. 
Clark. Nom. cap.: £100. 

LESLIE'S OF HADLEIGH LTp.—Regd. Jan. 2, 
1961. 341 London-rd., Hadleigh, Essex. 
Secy.: Margaret A. L. Worple. Bldrs’. 


and decorators’ merchants and ironmongers 
and hardware dlrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £7,000. 

HOWELL (ASCOT) LTD.—Regd. Jan. 2, 1961. 
Crossways, Sunninghill, Ascot, Berks. 
Secy.: H. A. Beeny. Bidrs., etc. Nom. 
cap.: £4,000. 

F. DALE & CO, (BUILDERS) LTD.—Regd. Jan. 
2, 1961. Nom. cap.: £5,000. Dir.: Fredk. 
P. J. Dale, 68 Haywards-rd., Haywards 
Heath, Sussex. 

T. W. JONES AND SONS (RHYL) LTD.—Regd. 
Jan. 2, 1961. Morfa Bach, Vale-rd., Rhyl. 
Secy.: Mora Jones. Bldrs., etc Nom. cap.: 
£4, a 

J. MURPHY & CO. (COLCHESTER) LTD.— 
Re: ad. Jan. 3, 1961. 2 Manor-rd., Colchester, 
Essex. Secy.: G. S. Greetham. Bldrs., etc. 
Nom. cap.: £2,000. 

D. H. WILLEY & CO. LTD.—Regd. Jan. 3, 1961. 
Ermine-ldge., Riseholme, Lincs. Secy.: 
Britz. Bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £100. 

M. J. IRWIN LTD.—Regd. Jan. 3, 1961. 4 
Highland-rd., Earlsdon, Coventry. Secy.: 
Alys Irwin. Pblc. wks. contrs., bldrs., etc. 
Nom. cap.: £1,000. 

GRAINGERS & SON (NEWPORT) LTD.—Regd. 
Jan. 3, 1961. 172 Corporation-rd., Newport, 
Mon. Secy.: Blodwyn Grainger. Bldrs., etc. 
Nom. cap.: £2,500. 

F. J. HEATH & CO. LTD.—Regd. Jan. 3, 1961. 
45 Belgrave-rd., E10. Secy.: Ellen M. Heath. 
Bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £500. 

R. A. HAYNES LTD.—Regd. Jan. 4, 
Whiteheath-ave., Ruislip, Middx. 
contrs. and decrs., etc. Nom. cap.: 

R. HUSH & Co. LTD.—Regd. Jan. 4, 1961. 
Union-st., Blyth, Northumberland. Secy.: 
Ronald Hush. Bldg. contrs., etc. Nom. cap.: 
£5,000. 

PILGRIM & CO. LTD.—Regd. Jan. 4, 1961. 
Bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £10,000. Sub.: 
Thomas Lonnergan, 13 Reynolds-pl., SE3. 

BERNARD SMITH (STOCKPORT) LTD.—Regd. 
Jan. 5, 1961. 39 St. Petersgate, Stockport. 
Secy.: B. Smith. Bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: 
£2,000. 


1961. 14 
Bidrs. 
£100. 


In Scotland the rate for the woman craftsman is 4s. 


. after a probationary 


Recent British Trade 
Marks 


THE FOLLOWING PARTICULARS, which are 
extracts from the ‘ Trade Marks Journal,’ 
are reproduced by kind permission of 
HM Stationery Office. The * Trade Marks 
Journal’ may be obtained from the 
Patent Office, annual subscription £5. 


KINGSTON KURUST: 802111. Paints and 
enamels in the nature of paints all having 
rust remedying or inhibiting properties. A. 


Sanderson & Co. Ltd., Ropery-street, Hull, 
Yorks. 
HARMEL: 810788. Paints, varnishes, 


painters’ colours, distempers, etc. Wm. Har- 
land & Son Ltd., 115 Phipps Bridge-road, 
London, SW19. 

812181. 


POLYRUSTEX: Rust preventatives. 


Polycell Products Ltd., 73 Highgate-road, 
NW5. 

HUSH-TONE: B799703. Non-metallic tiles 
having sound insulating properties. The 


Celotex Corporation, 120 South LaSalle- 
street, Chicago, USA. 

ACIDULITE: 799706. Bricks and tiles, none 
being wholly or principally of common metal 
and all being acid-resistant. J. H. Sankey 
& Son Ltd., Ripple-road, Barking, Essex. 

CRAYLON: 804849. Non-metallic building 
materials bonded to films of plastics all for 
use in building construction. Greenwich 
Plastics Ltd., Wallsend-on-Tyne. 

MANORCRYLIC: 798339. Emulsion paints 
made of acrylic plastics. The Shipley Paint 


& Varnish Co. Ltd., Wharf-street, Shipley, 
Yorks. 
NUBECOLOR: 801646. Colouring composi- 


tions (in the nature of paint) for use on 
cement, brickwork, masonry and the like 
surfaces. Nubold Development Ltd., The 
Mount, Ifield, Crawley, Sussex. 
ARROWSPEED: 809164. Precast concrete 
structures and precast articles included in 
class 19 made of concrete. British Steel 
Reinforcement Co. Ltd., 20 Harcourt House, 
19 Cavendish-square, W1. 

ALFRESCO: 809615. Non-metallic building 


materials. S. Goodfellow London Ltd., 10 
Lime-street, EC3. 

HEKU: 809621. Non-metallic building 
materials. As above. 

HEKUFOL: 809959. As above. 

EPIFLOR: 812045. Flooring materials 


inelnded in class 19. Tretol Ltd., The Hyde 
NW9. 

BERGERCRYL: 805664. Paints, painters’ 
colours, varnishes, distempers, etc. Lewis 
Berger & Sons Ltd., Berkeley-square, W1. 

CERAPLAST: 790969. Non-metallic composi- 
tions (not being paints) in paste form contain 
ing epoxy resins and being for use ir 
building and civil engineering construction a: 
surface coatings by plastering, trowelling and 
brushing. England, Hughes Bell & Co. Ltd. 
Valley Works, Monton-rd., Eccles, Lancs. 
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TECHNICAL REVIEW 





This Review of plant, equipment and materials—in most cases new or with 
new features—is intended to give brief details only of the products 
mentioned. Notices are based on data supplied by the manufacturers. 
Additional information and prices can be obtained either direct or by 
using the prepaid Readers’ Service form which appears on page 160 of this 


issue. 


1. Heating 

A new range of OIL AND GAS-FIRED 
BOILERS has been designed which has 
obviated the need for a chimney. This 
has been done by completely sealing the 
combustion chamber and taking the air 
required for combustion from a small 
terminal box, let into an outside wall. By 
the same means, the products of combus- 
tion are returned to atmosphere. Such 
an arrangement has its advantages, par- 
ticularly in reducing the capital outlay 
necessary for installation. 

The boilers produce a heat output of 
45,000 BTU’s per hour, enough to provide 
piped hot water in a 3- to 5-bedroomed 
house, and are completely automatic in 
operation. 

International Boilers and Radiators, 
Earlsway, Team Valley, Gateshead 11. 
Durham. 


2. Steelwork 


A new type of standard TUBULAR STEEL 
FRAMEWORK has been designed which 
permits the expansion of a building after 
completion. For this reason it was 
recently used for the erection of a factory 
in Chesterfield. The framework here was 
480 ft. long with an unobstructed width 
of 90 ft. which it took five men less than 
two days to erect. Twelve bays, each 
40 ft. x 90 ft. complete, were lifted at 
each end by a crane and bolted into posi- 
tion. The tubular steelwork for the roof 
framework had been bolted together on 
the ground in a little over three days by 


The form can be used for more than one inquiry. 


the same men, obviating the need to work 
at height. 


This type of construction is known as 
the ‘umbrella’ building, and is made of 
tubes to BS1775, all sealed to eliminate 
internal corrosion. Spine girders and truss 
rafters are warren-braced and gable and 
verge rails are carried off a standard truss. 
Tubular steel columns for supporting the 
roof are fixed at the head by the depth of 
the spine girder and at the foot by 
embedding in concrete. Gable framing, 
side wall sheeting and roof glazing can 
be incorporated, and side eaves columns 
may be omitted to form canopies and 
provide unrestricted openings. The 
system should be of particular interest to 
people requiring uninterrupted floor area 
with two standard clear heights of 16 ft. 
and 20 ft. 

Tubewrights Ltd., 
25 Buckingham-gate, London, SWI. 


3. Drainage 

At the request of the Key Engineering 
Co., the Building Research Station, have 
carried out discharge tests on a single 
stack DRAINAGE SYSTEM installed in a four- 
storey block of maisonettes, using 4-in. 
Key pitch fibre pipe fittings, and Key- 
Conex waste connectors. The stack tested 
served two maisonettes with a we. a basin 
and a bath connected to it on the third 
and first floors and a kitchen sink on the 
second and ground floors—a total of 
eight connections. The tests were con- 
ducted to determine whether, in the case 
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A new type of tubular steel framework recently used for a factory at Chesterfield 


337 


of a possible peak discharge, serious seal 
losses from lower floor traps would occur. 
It was found that throughout the tests 
the maximum seal loss was not more than 
0.2 in. and the conclusion reached was 
that the single stack system for four- 
storey maisonettes was satisfactory. The 
Key-Conex waste connectors had no 
adverse effect on the performance of the 
system. 

The tests and results form the subject 
of the BRS report of Special Investigation 
No. 2022. 


Key Engineering Co., Ltd., 
Larkfield, nr. Maidstone, Kent. 


4. Miscellaneous 


A new furnace, for the EXFOLIATION OF 
VERMICULITE, has been developed which 
will provide a working temperature of up 
to 1,200°C. The heat is applied by a 
Rotovac oil-burner to the graded vermi- 
culite particles which flow through the 
furnace chamber: The particles, so 
treated, will expand to 15-20 times the 
previous volume. The chamber is lined 
with refractory blocks, backed by a space 
containing loosefill exfoliated vermiculite. 
The outside floor, walls and roof of the 
furnace are made of vermiculite /Ciment 
Fondu panels. The new furnace is 
designed to be mobile within the factory. 


Mandoval Ltd., 
94b Balham High-rd., SW12. 


5. Windows 


WOOD PLASTIC WINDOWS are now being 
produced which, in essence, are timber 
window frames to which an exterior 
facing of extruded PVC is applied. The 
facing is snapped on, leaving a gap 
between wood and plastic to take up any 
variations due to expansion and contrac- 
tion. Tubular vinyl-type weather strip is 
used to conform to minor frame and sash 
variations and to act as a gasket between 
sash and stops. The plastic used for the 
facing has a known stable life of fifteen 
years. 


Tensile Products Ltd., 
Willoughby-road, Harpenden, Herts. 


6. Technical Publications 


A new booklet describing the many 
uses for ‘ Insulight’ double-glazing units 
has been issued by the manufacturers, 
Pilkington Brothers Ltd., St. Helens, 
Lancs. In houses and other buildings, 
cavity walls are built to reduce the trans- 
mission of heat. To some extent this is 
nullified because windows, which form a 
considerable proportion of the wall area, 
usually consist of a single membrane of 
glass and allow heat to ‘pass out. The 
‘Insulight’ units are composed of two 
panes of glass, hermetically sealed and 
separated by a spacer and a cell of de- 
hydrated air. This stationary air retards 
the transmission of heat from one pane 
to the other to give far greater thermal 
insulation. 

Another recent Pilkington publication 
is a neat, compaet-sized book entitled 
‘Figured Cathedral and Reeded Glasses.’ 
This interesting 60-odd page book lists 
the various patterns obtainable from the 
company in this type of glass. 
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News in Brief 


Sand and Gravel Industry Wages 


BY AGREEMENT of the National Joint 
Council for the Sand and Gravel Industry 
hours and wages have been revised with 
effect from the beginning of the first full 
pay week in February. Details from the 
Council at 48 Park-street, W1. 


Land Dearth at Guildford 

THERE WILL BE NO LAND left to build 
houses at Guildford within 18 months, 
MR. JOHN LESLIE, deputy town clerk, told 
a public inquiry at Guildford, on January 
24, into the Council’s plans to acquire 
30 houses in Riverside by compulsory 
purchase. He said the Council intended 
comprehensively to redevelop the area 
with 40 flats, to widen Riverside, and to 
make a start on the long-term project of 
providing a riverside walk. All the 
houses are about 100 years old, and a 
number of them have been represented 
by the Medical Officer to be unfit for 
human habitation. 


Housing Appeal Upheld 

MR. O. B. HARDWICK’S appeal against the 
refusal of Walton and Weybridge Council 
to allow him to demolish Hurst Manor, 
Thrupps-lane, Hersham, and to erect a 
three-storey block of 12 flats and 12 
garages on the site, has been upheld by 
the Minister of Housing. The appeal was 
heard in December. 


The Late Mr. S. Romilly Hall 

THE DEATH OCCURRED on February 8 at 
Turleigh, near Bradford-on-Avon, of Mr. 
S. Romilly Hall, president of John Hall 
& Sons (Bristol and London) Ltd. Mr. 
Hall, who was 82, retired from the chair- 
manship of the company in 1951. He was 
president of the National Paint Federa- 
tion in 1932, and from 1933 to 1948 he 
was vice-chairman of the Plate Glass 
Merchants’ Association (later the PGA). 


Newport Shopping Centre 

THE SHOPPING CENTRE at Newport, Mon- 
mouthshire, is to be considerably enlarged 
under a scheme at present being prepared 
by the corporation’s planning department. 
The council believe that the building of 
a second bridge over the River Usk will 
necessitate an extended shopping centre 
further down the river. 


Purchasing Officers’ Course 

THE PURCHASING OFFICERS’ ASSOCIATION 
are again holding their advanced pur- 
chasing course at Christ Church and 
Pembroke College, Oxford, from April 
10 to 14. The course is_ primarily 
intended for those who hold senior pur- 
chasing appointments in industrial and 
public undertakings, but other functional 
executives will be welcomed. Fees for 
attendance will be £25 per person and for 
those who wish to attend for shorter 
periods the daily charge will be £8. 
Detailed programmes may be obtained 
from the Association, at Wardrobe-court, 
146A Queen Victoria-street, London, 
EC4. 


Course on Heating and Ventilating 
IN CONJUNCTION WITH the _ Registered 
Plumbers Association a series of lectures 


has been arranged at the Erith Technical 
College, Erith-road, Belvedere, Kent, on 
heating, hot water systems and ventila- 
tion. The course will consist of twelve 
weekly lectures commencing on March 2. 
Further particulars may be obtained from 
the Head of the Department of Building. 
The fee for the course will be £1. 


Course for Teachers of Decorating 


A couRSE for teachers of painting and 
decorating has been arranged at the Ports- 
mouth College of Art by the Southern 
Regional Council for Further Education 
in co-operation with the Portsmouth Edu- 
cation Authority. The course, which is 
open to residents and non-residents, is a 
three-day one from March 17 to 19. The 
fee, including meals and accommodation, 
will be £3 5s. of which the course fee is 
5s. Further details from the secretary of 
the Southern Regional Council, at 22 the 
Forbury, Reading. 


Building Materials Price List 


THE ‘NATIONAL BUILDING PRICE LIST’ of 
building and plumbing trade supplies, 
revised to February this year, is now 
available from the publishers, Building 
Materials Market Research Ltd., 149 
Preston-road, Brighton, 6. The list is 
based on information supplied by repre- 
sentative builders’ and plumbers’ mer- 
chants. 


Electrical Engineers’ Exhibition 


THE TENTH ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS’ EXHIBI- 
TION will be opened at Earls Court, Lon- 
don, SW5, on March 21 by the Minister 
of State, Board of Trade, the Rt. Hon. 
Frederick Erroll. 


St. Luke’s Church Centre, Paddington 


IN THE ADVERT:SEMENT for William Lacey 
(Hounslow) Ltd. on page 84 of our Feb- 
ruary 10 issue, the name of the architect 
was inadvertently mis-printed; it should 
have read as Michael Farey, MA, ARIBA, 
AMTPI. The correct address of the 
general contractors is  Staines-road, 
Hounslow, Middlesex (Telephone : 


Hounslow 0063/4/5). 






LIGHT 
SEA GREEN 
OLIVE GREEN 
AND BLUE 


for Facings, Foundation Stones, Paving 

and Flooring, Steps, Cills, Shop Fronts 

Surrounds, Pilasters, Fireplaces and all 
architectural work. 


Send for 1. Floorings. 2. Facings. 
technical 3. Coping. 4. Cills. 
pamphlets: 5. Riven Faced Slabs. 


The BROUGHTON MOOR 


GREEN ea QUARRIES 
Ltd. 
CONISTON - LANCASHIRE 
Telegrams: Cana, Constes 


Telephone: Coniston 225/6 
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IUA Congress Buildings 
(Continued from page 303) 
Headquarters Building 


SPONSORS: The Brtish Aluminium Co. 
Ltd. (Consultant Architect, Louis Osman, 
BA(Arch), FRIBA); Cape Building Pro- 
ducts Ltd. (Consultant Architect, Nigel 
Farrington, ARIBA); Pilkington Brothers 
Ltd. (Architectural Adviser, Sven M. 
Sternfeldt, LRIBA). 

Structural Engineers: Frank Newby, 
BA, MjIStructE (F. J. Samuely and 
Partners) in consultation with Dr. Z. S. 
Makowski, PhD, AMICE. 

Landscape Consultant: John Brooke. 
Tower designed by: John Ernest. Typo- 
graphy, exterior panels: Edward Wright. 

Artists: Press Room: John Ernest. 
President’s Room: William Turnbull. 
Main Hall: Anthony Hill and Mary 
Martin. Mobile in Main Hall: Kenneth 
Martin. 

General Contractors: Taylor Woodrow 
Construction Ltd. (at cost). 

Suppliers: Adamsez Ltd.. Sanitary 
Fittings. Aidas Electric Ltd.. Electric 
Waterheaters. Allied Ironfounders, Ltd., 
Bar Sink. Atlas Lighting Co. (Designer 
R. W. Shaw), Lighting. The Carpet 
Manufacturing Co. Ltd., Carpet. Semtex 
Ltd., Vinyl Tile Flooring. Race Furniture 
Ltd., Furniture. Knoll International Ltd.. 
Furniture. 


Exhibition Building 


Structural Engineers: Desmond 
Hennessey, BSc(Eng), MICE, MIStructE 
(Bolton, Hennessey and Partners). 

Artists: Sculpture is being lent by 
Eduoardo Paolozzi, Robert Adams, 
Anthony Caro, Bryan Kneale, William 
Turnbull, Theo Crosby and Brian Wall. 
Painters: Richard Hamilton, John Mc- 
Hale, Bernard Cohen, John Plumb, Peter 
Stroud. 

Contractors: Taylor Woodrow Con- 
struction Limited. 

Suppliers: Atlas Stone Co. Ltd., 
Spectraglaze blocks and Paving. British 
Visqueen Ltd., Polythene roofing. Firth 
Vickers Stainless Steel Ltd., Stainless 
Steel Sheeting to entrance doors. E. Hill 
Aldam Ltd., Sliding Door Gear. I.C.I. 
Ltd., Panels (Perspex). O.S.M.A. Plastics 
Ltd., Plastics Rainwater Goods. Scaffold- 
ing Great Britain Ltd., Scaffold Boarding. 
Space Decks Division of Dennings of 
Chard Ltd., Space frame roof. Stewarts 
and Lloyds Ltd., Steel tube columns. Zinc 
Development Association, Galvanising. 

Paved areas: Atlas Lighting Co., Light- 
ing. Fitzpatrick & Son (Contracting) 
Ltd., Laying paving. Marley Concrete 
Ltd., Paving. Ministry of Works, Flag 
poles. Redland Tiles Ltd., Paving. Scaf- 
folding Great Britain Ltd., Scaffolding 
tower. Turners Asbestos Cement Co. Ltd., 
In-fill panels. Walley (Thurrock) Ltd., 
Cobble stones. Talbot Stead Tube Co. 
Ltd. (in association with the Stainless 
Steel Manufacturers Association), Stain- 
less Steel Tube. 


Architect’s Resignation 

MR. THOMAS HOWARD COOK, ARIBA, borough 
architect to Grantham Corporation, Lin- 
colnshire, has resigned to go into private 
practice. 
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Personal Column 


At a board meeting of George Wimpey & 
Co. Ltd., on January 25, MR. R. U. LAW, 
managing director, announced his intention 
of retiring at the end of April. 


MR. J. M. HARRIS has been appointed 
managing director of Holland & Hannen and 
Cubitts (Great Britain) Ltd., the Cubitt 
Group’s operating company in the United 
Kingdom. The Cubitt Group’s parent com- 
pany is Holland & Hannen and Cubitts Ltd. 
LORD ASHCOMBE is the chairman, and Mr. E. R. 
HOLE is managing director. Mr. Hole is also 
chairman of Holland & Hannen and Cubitts 
(Great Britain) Ltd. 


The Harrow branch of Bowmaker Ltd. 
(Sub-manager MR. W. W. STICKLAND) is now 
neo from new premises at New College 

ouse, 21 College-rd. Tel.: Harrow 2383 (4 
lines). The telephone number of the com- 
pany’s branch at Centenary Buildings, Wrex- 
ham, is now Wrexham 4733 (3 lines). Branch 
manager is MR. D. MOORHOUSE. 

MR. S. C. TYRRELL, FCWA, FBIM, has accepted 
a seat on the board of Road Machines (Dray- 
ton) Ltd. Mr. Tyrrell is a director of Ran- 
somes & Rapier Ltd., and this latest appoint- 
ment follows the recent marketing agreement 
between the two companies to co-operate in 
selling each other’s products to the ready 
mix concrete industry. 

SIR PHILIP SOUTHWELL, CBE, has been 
appointed a director of The Cementation 
Company Ltd.. 


Company News 


THE UNITED STEEL COMPANIES LTD. have 
acquired G. R. TURNER LTD., of Langley Mill, 
Nottingham, for a price in the neighbourhood 
of £150,000. This concern will be controlled 
in future by UNITED STEEL STRUCTURAL CO. 
LTp., of Scunthorpe, a United Steel sub- 
sidiary. 

F. HILLS & SONS LTD. recommend the pay- 
ment of an interim dividend of 5 per cent 
7 in respect of the year ending March 


HARVEY & CO. LTD. have offered 266,500 
ordinary shares to ordinary shareholders at 
7s. per share. Acceptance has been received 
in respect of 96 per cent. For the remain- 
ing 11,008 shares, excess applications have 
been received for 70,525 shares. 


BOWMAKER LTD. recommend the payment 
of a final dividend of 13 per cent (less tax) 
on the ordinary shares of the company for 
the year ended October 31, 1960. 


At a board meeting of MAGNET JOINERY 
LTD., held on February 9, it was resolved 
that an interim dividend of 124 per cent 
(less tax) should be paid on March 14 to the 
ordinary shareholders whose names appeared 
on the register of members at the close of 
business on February 14. 


Official Notification 
Import Duty on Hardwood Logs 


THE BOARD OF TRADE have given notice 
that they are considering an application 
for removal of the import duty on logs 
of the entandrophragma, mimusops and 
khaya species, not less than 12 ft. in 
length and 28 in. in diameter. 

A statement of the applicants’ case will 
be made available to interested parties 
who wish to make representations in the 
matter, if they are prepared to give an 
undertaking to treat the information as 
strictly confidential, and to allow their 
comments to be passed to the applicants 
for reply. Requests for a statement of 
the case, together with an undertaking in 
the terms set out, should be addressed in 
writing to the Board of Trade, Tariff and 
Import Policy Division, Horse Guards- 
avenue, London, SWI, not later than 
February 24. 


OVERSEAS BUILDING 





From Our Own Correspondents 


BWI (TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO).—The 
Electricity Commission has called for 
tenders for civil engineering work on 
extensions of its ‘B’ power station at 
Port-of-Spain, at an estimated cost of 
WI$5m. Work is expected to start in 
the first half of this year. 


CANADA (BRITISH COLUMBIA).—Plans for 
the construction of a $25m, newsprint 
plant on Vancouver Island have been 
announced by the BC Forest Products. 
. . . Tenders have been invited by the 
Ministry of Fisheries for two dams, a 
by-pass tunnel, fish pen stocks, flood 
channels, and a bridge near Horne Lake 
on the Big Qualicum River on Vancouver 
Island. 


CANADA (ONTARIO).—A $5m. shopping 
centre is to be constructed at Waterloo. 
. . » The following construction projects 
have been announced for the City of 
Ottawa: A radiation protection research 
centre; a horticulture research labora- 
tory; a $6m. Department of Agriculture 
headquarters and office buildings; a $2m. 
Health & Welfare Department head- 
quarters and office building; west block 
reconstruction of Parliament Buildings 
to cost $2m.; Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police building to cost $1m.; and a $m. 
Post Office building. . . . It is estimated 
that construction projects scheduled for 
Niagara Falls total $500m. this year, with 
a big increase in the city’s boundaries. 
Among plans already announced are: a 
300 ft. observation tower; a luxury 
hotel and _ exhibition premises; and 
a $12.5m. bridge spanning the rapids 








MAKE AND KEEP 
THOSEIWALLS 


WITH HIGH SILICONEMCONTENT 


Penetrex 93 


This highly efficient Water Repellent 
is quicklyand easily brushed or sprayed 
on to stone, brick, or any of the usual 
materials. Coverage of up to 270 sq. ft. 
to the gallon, depending on the porosity 
of the surface. Sizes fromPint Tins to 
5-Gallon Drums. PENETREX is a clear 
colourless liquid, or can now be had in 
12 pleasing colours for treating very 
porous surfaces. Ash onirtielnde 
write to mfrs. F.A.WINTERBURN LTD. 
Holborn Street, Leeds,6. Phone 25692 
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between Queenston, Ont., and Lewiston, 
NY. ...A $10m. flood control and water 
conservation project has been announced 
for London. . . . Authority to construct 
a $36m., 14 dam, flood control project, in 
the Metropolitan Toronto area _ is 
expected shortly. . .. The Dominion Tar 
and Chemical Co. is to construct a $3.5m. 
phthalic anhydride plant at Toronto... 
The University of Waterloo has 
announced a construction programme for 
four new colleges. Completion is 
scheduled for September, 1962. 


CANADA (SASKATCHEWAN).—A _ §$1.7m. 
seed plant is to be constructed in Saska- 
toon. . . . Construction scheduled for 
Regina includes a $6m. office building 
and a $3m. Federal Government building. 


COLOMBIA.—Pipelines are to be built 
to provide water for 1,780,000 people 
under a 4-year public investment plan 
submitted to the Colombian Congress 
recently, by President Camargo. The 
plan will be financed by internal and 
external loans and direct budget alloca- 
tions. The plan also provides for the 
following works: Eight thermo-electric 
plants and 15 hydro-electric plants, with 
a total capacity of 208,300 kw, to be 
installed by the Instituto de Aprove- 
chamiento de Aguas y Fomento Electrico; 
the paving or construction of 3,374 km. 
of highways and 1,129 km. of secondary 
roads; the building of 8,600 new class- 
rooms to accommodate some 364,000 
pupils; and the construction of 121,875 
houses, to be supervised by the Instituto 
de Crédito Territorial. The allocation in 
respect of the Public Works Ministry for 
this 1961-64 programme is, for each year 
respectively: 455m. pesos, 455m. pesos, 
460m. pesos, and 480m. pesos. 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC. — Preliminary 
work has started on the Tavera Dam, 
hydro-electric and irrigation project, the 
Republic’s biggest single civil engineering 
project. Concerned in the undertaking 
are the Government’s Public Works and 
Agriculture Department, and the local 
contractors Bonnet and Armenteros. The 
work will cost just over $333m. and will 
be done in 3 stages: The $16.758,000 
dam; irrigation canals over a 60,000-acre 
area at a cost of $5m.; and the installation 
of hydro-electric equipment valued at 
$12m. 


INDONESIA (JAVA).—Stone-Platt Indus- 
tries, through its subsidiary Platt Bros. 
(Sales), has been awarded a £5m. contract 
by the Indonesian Government for 3 com- 
plete cotton spinning factories, all to be 
sited on Java. Platt Bros. (Sales) will 
supply machinery and equipment to the 
value of £23m. Associated in this pro- 
ject are: Taylor Woodrow (buldings), 
Mather and Platt (fire protection), AEI 
(generating and electrical equipment), and 
Hall and Kay (air-conditioning). The 
planning consultants for the mills are the 
Calico Printers Association. 


UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA.—A private air 
charter company on the Witwatersrand 
plans a_ helicopter’ service linking 
Johannesburg with the Jan Smuts Air- 
port, Pretoria, Vereeniging, Vanderbijl- 
park, Sasolburg and centres on the Wit- 
watersrand. Mr. A. Buchanan-Smith, 
chief architect of the Johannesburg city 
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engineer's department, has stated that the 
new parking garage, which the munici- 
pality is building at Kazerne, will have a 
helicopter station on the roof. The plans 
for the garage and the heliport have been 
passed; tenders for the initial work have 
been put out and building should start 
in 6-8 weeks’ time. A site for the heli- 
port in Pretoria has not yet been chosen 
but the Pretoria City Council and 
property owners have indicated their 
willingness to help. 


VENEZUELA.—FIAT, the Italian indus- 
trial organisation, is reported to have 
offered the Banco Obrero 40m. bolivares 
to finance construction of the city of 
Caroni. The scheme includes the erection 
of 1,800 houses and all necessary ameni- 
ties. 


Giant Walking Draglines for Canada 

A GIANT electrically-driven walking drag- 
line under construction at the Waterside 
works of Ransomes and Rapier Ltd., of 
Ipswich, is now nearing completion. The 
dragline, a Rapier W1350 weighing 1,400 
tons, operates a 33 cu. yd. bucket capable 
of excavating and carrying 55 tons of 
material at a time within a radius of 
215 ft. The order for the machine, 
valued at $l14m., was placed by Calgary 
Power Ltd., a Canadian company. A 
second order for a similar machine was 
obtained by Ransomes and Rapier in 
December. 


Gauge and Tool Makers’ Moscow Visit 


FORTY-EIGHT directors of member firms 
of the Gauge and Tool Makers’ Associa- 
tion will be making a group visit to 
Moscow, organised by the Association, 
during the forthcoming British Trade 
Fair in that city from May 19 to June 4. 


Trade Opportunities in Eastern Europe 


A BOOKLET, published on January 17 by 
the British Council for the Promotion of 
International Trade, states that Britain’s 
exports to the Soviet Union, China, and 
the Eastern European countries in the 
first 11 months of 1960 amounted to 
£121m. having risen from £59m. in 1955. 
Shipments were 23.6 per cent higher than 
for the whole of 1959. Listed in the book- 
let, ‘Five Hundred Million Pound 
Market for Britain.’ are details of over 
£50m. worth of orders, mostly for capital 
plant. recently placed with British firms 
by the Eastern-bloc countries. It is 
suggested that whereas export opportuni- 
ties in most other markets are shrinking, 
the Eastern-bloc countries offer spectacu- 
lar opportunities for increased trade. 
Copies of the booklet may be obtained. 
price 5s., from the Council, at 15 
Hanover-square. London, WI. 


Dominican Bagasse Board 


THE FIRST HOUSE to be built of Dominican 
bagasse board was erected recently at the 
national agricultural show in the Domini- 
can Republic. Using the waste product 
of the Dominican sugar industry the 
board manufacturers, Dominico Suiza, 
will soon start full production of pre- 
fabricated dwellings for rural areas. 


SCOTTISH 
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Housing Progress, 1960 


THE number of houses completed in Scot- 
land in 1960 was 28,592, an increase of 
1,299 compared with 1959. This includes 
6,529 houses built for private owners, 
which is 2,297 more than in 1959 and the 
highest total since 1938. Just under 23 
per cent of all houses completed in the 
year were for private owners, compared 
with 154 per cent the year before. These 
figures are given in the quarterly Housing 
Return for Scotland for December 31, 
1960, published by HMSO, price Is. 3d. 


Glasgow Housing Modernisation 


TOWARDS THE END of 1961, some 430 
houses will have been modernised in the 
Clune Park, Port Glasgow, modernisation 
scheme, carried out by Lithgows Housing 
Co. Ltd. with the aid of Improvement 
Grants. The total cost of the scheme is 
in the region of £330,000 of which 
approximately £140,000 will be met by 
improvement grants. The cost of each 
conversion is slightly in excess of £800. 
The architects are J. Thomson King and 
Partners, AA/RIBA, of Glasgow. 


Site Investigation at Greenock 


A SITE investigation for the Greenock 
Great Harbour scheme is being carried 
out by the soil mechanics section of The 
Cementation Company Ltd. Thirty-seven 
boreholes are to be sunk, 22 of which 
are being bored from floating craft. 
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Average depth of the boreholes is 70 ft. 
Joint consultants for the contract are 
Babtie, Shaw & Morton and T. F. Burns & 
Partners. The work is being carried out 
for the Firth of Clyde Dry Dock Com- 
pany Limited. 


The Greenock Great Harbour project 
includes construction of a dry dock, 
repair quay, tank compound, tanker 
cleaning installation, tanker jetty and 
mooring bollards. 


Loch Awe Scheme Contract 


THE North of Scotland Hydro-Electric 
Board have placed a contract with the 
Mitchell Construction Co., Ltd., Peter- 
borough, for the construction of an access 
road some 43 miles long, a tunnel 2} 
miles long, and an underground power 
station for the Nant section of their Loch 
Awe scheme. Another contract, for build- 
ing aqueducts in the Nant section, has 
also been let to the Company. 

Civil Engineering Consultants for the 
Nant section of the Awe scheme are 
Messrs. Babtie, Shaw & Morton, Glasgow. 


New Buildings 


ABERDEEN.—Corporation to build one 
multi-storey block of 75 maisonettes at 
Chapel-st./Skene-st. Applications to City 
Architect, 11 Broad-st., Aberdeen. Tenders 
by March 6. 


DUMEFRIES.—Dalzell Electric Welding Co. 
Ltd., Bellshill, are transferring their entire 
operation to a new site at Heathhall indus- 
trial estate, Dumfries. Work has begun on the 
adaptation of existing buildings on the site 
to accommodate the work. Additional 
ground is being held to allow for expansion. 


DUNFERMLINE (Halbeath).—A new in- 
dustrial estate is being planned here and two 
factories have already been allocated to 
tenants. This is a pilot scheme and given 
successful development, other factories will 
be erected in the estate area. 


FIFE (Glenrothes)—A modern shopping 
centre with a covered town square is planned 
at a cost of £500,000. Work will begin on 
this project in a few months time, building 
50 shops in the pedestrian-only centre; rang- 
ing from a supermarket to small retail units. 
There will be a 750-seater cinema and a 
bowling alley. Private enterprise develop- 
ment in the centre will include a £100,000 
hotel and two churches. Glenrothes Develop- 
ment Corporation will be responsible for the 
work. 


GLASGOW.—Glasgow Corporation is 
planning the erection of factory premises for 
firms displaced by redevelopment schemes. 
The first will be at Milnbank and will accom- 
modate 12 firms at a cost of £100,000. 


MUSSELBURGH TC.—Erection of a three- 
storey block of 19 houses and a combined 
garage and paint store at Newbigging and 
Inveresk-rd., Musselburgh. All trades basis. 
Applications to TC, Municipal-bldgs., Mussel- 
burgh. 


PAISLEY.—Renfrew CC has agreed to 
proceed jointly with Paisley TC in the con- 
struction of new civic buildings. An open 
competition will be held and the Town 
Council is being asked to support this 
approach to the work. The site proposed is 
to the east of Paisley Abbey, facing Cotton- 
st., and the total cost of the joint venture 
is in the region of £2m. 


SCOTTISH SPECIAL HOUSING ASSN.— 
Erection of 200 houses at Murraysgate Farm 
site, Whitburn. All trades. Applications to 
SSHA Secretary, at 19 Palmerston-pl., Edin- 
burgh 12. 

STIRLING ROYAL BURGH.—Erection of 
31 houses at St. John-st./Academy-rd. de- 
velopment. Usual trades. Applications to 
Burgh Architect & Planning Officer, Old 
Burgh-bldgs., 65 King-st., Stirling. 
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Full details of Public Appointments open will be 
found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included 
in this list, see previous issues. Those preceded by 
the symbol (a) are advertised in this number. The 
latest date for the receipt of tenders or applications 
appears above each paragraph. The symbol (Rr) 
preceding each entry indicates that applications must 
be received by this date. 


BUILDING 


FEBRUARY 20 

(ar) PLYMOUTH CITY C.—Erection of 
county prim. sch. at Charlotte-st., Devon- 
port. City A. Dep. £3 3s. 

FEBRUARY 21 

(ak) BIRMINGHAM CITY C.—{a) Erec- 
tion of two dwellings and 13 garages at Little 
Halkrd., Nechells Green. (b) Erection of 
four houses and three garages at Redditch- 
rd., Kings Norton. City A. Dep. £2 2s. 
(each contract). Tenders by March 20. 

FEBRUARY 22 

(ar) BROMLEY BC.—Erection of South- 

borough branch library. Boro’ E 
FEBRUARY 24 

(ar) OLDBURY BC.—Fixed price tenders 
for extensions to Langley Baths. Boro’ S. 
Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by March 24. 

(ar) OXFORD CITY C.—General building 
work. City A & Planning Officer. 

FEBRUARY 25 

(ar) CAMBRIDGE CITY C.—Fixed price 
tenders for 48 old people’s dwellings at 
Arbury-rd. estate. City S. Tenders by 
March 27. 

(ar) ESSEX CC.—Firm price tenders for: 
(a) New kitchen at Dunmow CoE prim. sch., 
and (b) extensions and alterations at Up- 
minster Gaynes county sec. sch. County A. 
(separate applications). 

(ak) READING CBC.—Firm price tenders 
for four shop fronts, etc., at Wensley-rd., 
Coley Park estate. Boro’ A. 

FEBRUARY 27 

(ar) LOTHINGLAND RDC.—Fixed price 
tenders for: (a) Four pairs of houses at The 
Square, Carlton Colville, and (b) four pairs 
of bungalows at Norfolk-rd., Wangford. 
Piper Whalley & Ptnrs., 1 Regent-rd., 
Saoeeniee, Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by March 
0. 


(ar) STEVENAGE DEVELOPMENT COR- 
PORATION.—Inclusion in list of approved 
building contractors. Ch. A. 

(ak) WATFORD BC.—Erection of 52 
houses and 28 garages at Meriden estate. 
Boro’ E&S. Dep. £3 3s. Tenders by 


March 22. 
MARCH 1 

(ar) DURHAM CC.—Erection of police 
dwellings on various sites. County A. 

(aR) FRIMLEY & CAMBERLEY UDC.— 
Erection of 338 dwellings at Old Dean 
Common estate. q 

(ar) WORCESTERSHIRE CC.—New in- 
fants’ wing, etc., at Crabbs Cross prim. sch., 
Redditch. F. Hill, chartered architect, 22 
Masshouse-la., Birmingham 5. 


MARCH 3 
(ark) EAST SUSSEX CC.—Alterations and 
improvements, including the construction of 
i sewage disposal plant, at Staplecross 
Methodist sch. County A. 


MARCH 6 

(ak) EAST SUFFOLK CC.—Firm price 
enders for proposed extensions and altera- 
ions at Holbrook mod. sch. County A. 
Tenders by April 6. 

(aA) RUGBY BC.—Fixed price tenders for 
1 paddling pool at Rugby recreation ground. 
joro’ S. Dep. £2 2s. 


MARCH 7 
(aA) HESTON & ISLEWORTH BC.—Ex- 
ension to Berkeley sch. Boro’ E&S. 
MARCH I1 
(4) MACHYNLLETH UDC.—Erection of 


31 dwellings, etc., at Tregarth. Clerk to 
Council. Dep. £4 4s. 

(A) MITCHAM BC.—Proposed public con- 
venience at London-rd., Tooting Junction. 


Boro’ E&S. 
MARCH 13 

(aA) ST. ALBANS CITY C.—Erection of 
eight flats and five garages at Coningsby 
Bank. City E&S. 

(a) EXMOUTH UDC.—Fixed price tenders 
for 14 houses and 15 garages at Nutbrook 
and Burnside site, Withycombe Village. E&S. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

(A) EXMOUTH UDC.—Erection of 40 old 
people’s bungalows at Nutbrook and Burn- 
side site, Withycombe Village, Exmouth. 
E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

(a) LINCOLN CITY C.—Fixed price ten- 
ders for branch library, clinic and boiler 
house at Ermine estate. City A. Dep. £2 2s. 

(aA) STRETFORD BC.—Erection of 11 
pairs of semi-detached houses at Nansen- 
close site, Gorse Hill. Boro’ E&S. Dep. 


2s. 
MARCH 16 

(A) MIDDLESBROUGH CBC.—Erection of 
a health clinic at Health Centre, Berwick 
Hills. Boro’ E. Dep. £2. 

MARCH 17 

(a) GRIMSBY CBC.—Fixed price tenders 
for the erection of a comprehensive sch. at 
Ely-rd. Boro’ E&A. Dep. £5. 

(aA) MIDDLESBROUGH CBC.—Erection 
of a two-storey aged persons’ hostel at 
Marton-rd., Beechwood. Boro’ E. 

MARCH 20 

(a) HOLLAND (Lincs.) CC.—Erection of 
a two-form entry sec. mod. sch. at Crowland. 
Lincs. County A. 

MARCH 22 

(A) FYLDE RDC.—Fixed price tenders for 
new council offices at Derby-rd., Wesham. 
Kirkham. E&S. Dep. £5 5s. 

(A) NORTH RIDING EC.—Erection of a 
county jun. sch. at Malton. County A. 

MARCH 28 

(A) SEVENOAKS RDC.—Erection of 
dwellings, etc., at Chapmans-rd., Sunbridge, 
Kent. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 








B-A-T:S:F-O-R:D 
Plumbing Materials 
& Techniques 


SYDNEY WEBSTER A.R.I.B.A. 


Complementary to the author’s 
PLUMBING IN BUILDING yet 
entirely self-contained, this new 
book concentrates on the tech- 
niques involved, describing in full 
the relevant methods and materials. 
114 illustrations 30s. 


Law of 
Contract & Tort 


A. J. POLLAND 


A_ cohesive digest of the basic 
principles underlying the law of 
Contract and Tort, written by a 
barrister-at-law to provide archi- 
tects, auctioneers, surveyors and 
estate agents with a working 
knowledge of the subject. 

37s. 6d. 


4 Fitzhardinge Street W.| 
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MARCH 30 
(a) SOUTHERN ELECTRICITY BD.— 
Fixed price tenders for a sub-area meter test- 
ing station at Southampton. Sub-area 
—— 1 Priory-rd., Bournemouth. Dep. 


5s. 
MARCH 28 
(ar) ILFORD BC.—Firm price tenders for 
alterations and additions to drill hall at 
Laburnum-gr. Boro’ E. Dep. £3 3s. 
NO DATE 
(A) SMETHWICK.—Fixed price tenders 
for proposed factory and offices at Oldbury- 
rd. J. H. Rendle, architect, Lichfield-chbrs., 
1 Leicester-st., Walsall. 
(aA) STOCKTON-ON-TEES BC.—Erection 
of Eastbourne special sch., Durham-rd., 
Stockton. Boro’ A 


SERVICES, PAINTING, MATERIALS, 
ETC. 


FEBRUARY 25 
(ar) ESSEX CC.—Internal and external 
redecorations at various schools. County A. 


FEBRUARY 27 
(ak) MIDDLESBROUGH CBC.—{a) Supply 
of fireplaces, and (b) internal flush doors. 


Boro’ E 
MARCH 1 
(ark) DURHAM CC.—Heating installations 
at hostel for aged persons at Newton 
Aycliffe. County A. 


MARCH 3 
(a) SUTTON & CHEAM BC.—External 
painting of various properties. Housing Mgr. 
Dep. £1 ls. 
H 17 


MARC 
(aA) GRIMSBY CBC.—Fixed price tenders 
for: (a) Heating and hot water installations 
with oil-fired boiler plant, and (b) electrical 
installation for a new comprehensive sch. at 
Ely-rd. Dep. £5 (each contract). 


MUNICIPAL AND CIVIL 
ENGINEERING WORKS, ETC. 


MARCH 9 
KILDARE (Eire) CC.—Construction of a 
sewerage scheme for the village of Rathan- 
gan. O’Dwyer, Son & Ptnrs., consulting 
engineers, 6 Burlington-rd., Dublin. Dep. 
£10 10s. 


MARCH 13 
SOUTH CARDIGANSHIRE WATER BD. 
—Fixed price tenders for the laying of water 
mains in four localities. H. Prothero, 36 
Alban-sq., Aberavon. Dep. £3 3s. 
ARCH 17 
LEICESTER CITY C.—Construction of 
third section of new sewage disposal works 
at Wanlip. J. D. D. M. Watson, Ccl’s 
constg. engrs., 67 Tufton-st.. SWl. Dep. 


£10 10s. 
MARCH 22 

ST. THOMAS RDC.—Fixed price tenders 
for the laying of about 22,000 lin. yd. of 6 in. 
to 15 in. dia. sewers, together with concrete 
manholes, the construction of two pumping 
stations, sludge digestion tanks, settlement 
tanks, sludge drying beds, the sinking of a 
6 in. borehole, shortheading in cliff face and 
a sea outfall, and all ancillary works. Harvey 
McGill & Hayes, Ccl’s constg. engrs., 8 Rich- 
mond-rd., Exeter. Dep. £5 5s. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


HACKNEY.—New  School.—The LCC’s 
Ed. Sub-Committee has approved plans for 
building on the site of the former Store- 
mont House School, Hackney, a new day 
special school for 180 delicate boys and girls 
between 5 and 16 years of age. The estimated 
cost is £96,420. 

LAMBETH.—Roundabout.—The LCC are 
to consider a £3m. scheme for a double- 
decked roundabout at Vauxhall Cross inter- 
section, Lambeth, SE, now used at peak 
periods by 6,500 vehicles an hour from six 
main roads. The scheme, to begin in 1965, 
consists of a three-way flyover forming a 
small triangular roundabout above a larger 
surface one. The upper roundabout will 
deal with traffic from Vauxhall Bridge, 
Albert Embankment and South Lambeth-rd. 

WESTMINSTER.—Planning Applications. 
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LCC has received the following town plan- 
ning applications: Erection of a 135 ft. high 
office block at LTE Victoria Garage, Gilling- 
ham-st. (Humphreys & Glasgow Ltd.); erec- 
tion of 13-storey hotel with shops and show- 
rooms at site occupied by the Normandie 
Hotel, Knightsbridge (P. V. Burnett & 
Ptnrs.):; reconstruction of the Grosvenor 
Railway Bridge, Victoria (BTC). 


(PROVINCIAL) 


ABINGDON.—BC propose 44 dwellings at 
Gainsborough Green estate. Architect is A. 
Roscoe-Hudson, The Market-pl., Faringdon. 

ABRAM.—UDC propose erection of 40 
dwellings to complete Bickershaw housing 
site. 24 of which will be for slum clearance 
purposes. 

ACCRINGTON.—Melias Ltd. propose con- 
verting Palace Cinema into supermarket... . 
Lancs. EC propose erection of county sec. 
mod. sch. at Hollins during 1963/64. 

ALTON.—Detailed designs and plans of 
proposed swimming pool are being prepared 
by UDC’s E&S, F. T. Cornhill. On comple- 
tion and adoption, a firm approach is to be 
made to MoE. 

AMESBURY (Wilts).—RDC plan to build 
40 houses on land in the Bulford area which 
it is negotiating to purchase from War Dept.. 

BANGOR (N. Wales).—Planning authority 
received by TC for proposed new covered 
swimming baths. Design yet to be approved 
by Planning Authority. Estimated cost, 
£60,000/£100,000. 

BATLEY.—Corporation has received sanc- 
tion from the MH&LG to borrow £86,000 to 
build 48 houses, 10 garages and roads in the 
second stage of the central area redevelop- 
ment scheme. . . . BC propose erection of 
68 dwellings for Batley Carr scheme. 

BECKTON (Essex).—The LCC are to con- 
struct a new pierhead in reinforced concrete 
at an estimated cost of £240,000 at Northern 
Outfall Works, Beckton, Essex, to permit the 
simultaneous berthing of two new 2,000-ton 
sludge vessels, which will replace three old 
1,500-ton vessels and will come into service, 
one in 1963 and the other in 1964. The 
level of the jetty will be raised and a crane, 
sludge mains and two sludge-loading gantries 
will be provided. ; 

BIRKENHEAD.—Approval in_ principle 
has been given by BC to redevelopment plans 
for central shopping area. 

BISLEY.—Prison Commissioners propose 
security prison at Shaftesbury sch. 

BLACKBURN.—Manchester Regional Hos- 
pital Bd. propose major extensions at Royal 
Infirmary. Est. £500,000. . . . BC propose 
erection of old people’s hostel at Montague- 
st. area and new supermarket and shopping 
centre at Blakewater site. 

BLACKPOOL.—RC Auth. propose erec- 
tion of sec. sch. at St. Catherine’s, Garstang- 
rd. west. 

BLAYDON (Co. Durham).—Messrs. Smith 
Patterson Ltd., engineers and ironfounders, 
are to erect offices in Patterson-st. Archi- 
tects are Malcolm Peck, Roberts and Asso- 
ciates, 15 Priory-st., Guildford. 

BLETCHLEY.—Pergomon Press Ltd., Lon- 
don, propose erection of printing and build- 
ing works and offices on the gasworks site. 
Architects are Milne and Underhill, 103 
Southend-rd., Hampstead, London, NW3. 

BRACKNELL.—Development Corporation 
are to prepare plans for a community centre 
at Priestwood. 

BRIGHOUSE.—West Riding CC propose 
erection of aged persons’ hostel at Field-la., 
Rastrick. .. . Exactamix Ready Concrete Ltd. 
propose extensions at junction Sherwood-rd. / 
Armytage-rd., Wakefield-rd. industrial estate. 

. J. Blakeborough & Sons Ltd. propose 
erection of offices/industrial building at 
Wakefield-rd. industrial estate. ... The 
Cleveland Petrol Co. Ltd. propose erection 
of petrol filling station at Bramston-st. 

BURTON-ON-TRENT.—BC propose erec- 
tion of residential home at Hawfield-la. 

BURY.—The Rev. A. Hulse, St. John’s 
Vicarage, proposes erection of new Church 
of St. John’s, Seedfield. 

CARLISLE.—Cumberland CC has been 
recommended to approve, in principle, the 
erection of a motel at Kingstown. Initially 
it will have 25 to 30 two-person units with 





Contracts Placed 


We are glad to receive from 
architects and quantity surveyors 
for publication details of contracts 
placed to the value of £20,000 or 
over. Such information should 
reach the Editor as soon as pos- 
sible after the contract is signed. 
Names of the architect and other 
consultants associated should be 
given. 











adjacent bathrooms and covered parking. 
Eventually there will be about 100 units. 
Additional buildings will provide a res- 
taurant, kitchen, office, shop and a service 
station. 

COBHAM.—Causeland Properties Ltd. 
propose erection of houses at Benfleet Hall, 
Green-la., Cobham. 

COOKHAM.—RDC has approved plans for 
storage and welfare buildings at Temple 
Mills, Bisham, for Robert Hough (Marlow) 
Ltd. and 4 maisonettes and 20 garages at 
Canon-la., Woodlands Park, for W. R. 
Hammant Ltd. 

DORKING.—TC _ propose erection of 
blocks of skyscraper flats at the Goodwyns 
estate. 

EASTBOURNE.—Outline permission to 
erect 78 flats and 44 garages at Compton- 
pl. has been granted. 

EASTHAMPSTEAD.—RDC propose de- 
velopment of the Owlsmoor area. 

EASTLEIGH (Hants).—BC are recom- 
mending outline permission be given to appli- 
cation by Mr. Stephenson for the 
erection of an industrial building of 25,000 
sq. ft., stores and offices on 6-acre site off 
Chickenhall-la., Bishopstoke. 

GATESHEAD.—EC has submitted to the 
MoE a £50,000 scheme for a playing field at 
Whitehouse-la. The cost includes £19,000 
for a pavilion. 

HEXHAM.—G. Gazzani and Son, builders, 
New Ridley-rd., Stocksfield, are to erect two 
blocks of flats at Riding Mill. 

HUNTINGDONSHIRE.—A plan to build 
1,000 houses in St. Neot’s, Huntingdonshire, 
for surplus population from three Middlesex 
towns has been approved by the Minister of 
Housing. 

JARROW.—Boro’ E (H. W. T. Perkins) 
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has prepared detailed estimates amounting 
to £28,113 for the construction of a ring road 
in the St. Paul’s-rd. area. 

KINGSTON - UPON - THAMES. — G. 
Wimpey & Co. Ltd. propose erection of five 
8-storey blocks of flats at Albany Park-rd. 
. . » Courage and Barclay Ltd. propose rede- 
velopment of brewery premises at the junc- 
tion of Eden-st./Brook-st. as offices, show- 
rooms, hotel, warehouses and _ licensed 
premises. 

LEEDS.—Town Tailors Ltd. propose erec- 
tion of new factory at Seacroft industrial 
estate. .. . TC propose erection of 73 dwell- 
ings at Folly-la. area. 

LIVERPOOL.—Serron Investments Ltd. 
propose erection of warehouse /showrooms / 
offices at Devon-st. 

LUTON.—A compulsory purchase order 
covering property valued at more than £l1m. 
in the centre of Luton, Bedfordshire, has 
been made by Luton Corporation. It affects 
42 shops, factories and warehouses on a 34- 
acre site as part of a 20-year plan to rede- 
velop the central area. . . . Dunstable and 
District Spastics Group propose erection of 
new day centre. Est. £30,000. 

MACCLESFIELD.—The Board of Govern- 
ors propose erection of new jun. sch. adjoin- 
ing King’s School. 

MAIDENHEAD.—Laurence Weaver Ltd., 
Slough, propose erection of 122 houses and 
8 maisonettes at Boyn Hill-rd. 

MANCHESTER.—Following for TC: Ex- 
tensions and alterations at Grange-st. prim. 
sch.; extensions to College of Housecraft; 
extensions to kitchen classroom block at 
Crumpsall-la. CP sch.; improvements at Old 
Hall Drive infants’ sch.; new sch. for ESN 
children at Barlow Hall-rd., Chorlton-cum- 
Hardy; students’ hostel at Wilmslow-rd., 
Didsbury; three blocks of 13-storey maison- 
ettes/one 16-storey block flats/one 13-storey 
block of flats at St. George’s redevelopment 
area. ... TC also authorised to negotiate 
with G. Wimpey & Co. Ltd., London, for 
seven 12-storey blocks of flats at Blackley 
New-rd./one 12-storey block flats at Charles- 
town-rd., and with John Laing & Son Ltd., 
London, for three 12-storey blocks of flats 
at Hollyhedge Roundabout, Wythenshawe. 

MORPETH.—RDC is considering the erec- 
tion of between 400 and 500 houses on a site 
at Ellington formerly reserved for the con- 
struction of a new town. 

NANT CONWAY.—UDC propose housing 
development, after demolition of existing, at 
Pistyll Terrace site, Dolwyddelan. 

NEWBURY.—BC to erect 130 houses per 
year for the next three years. 

NEWCASTLE - ON - TYNE. — Durham 
University are to erect a new School of 
Agriculture at College-ave. The scheme is 
still in the planning stage. The architects 
are W. B. Edwards and Partners, Cathedral 
Buildings, Dean-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne. .. . 
J. T. Bell and Sons, builders and estate de- 
velopers, Market-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, pro- 
pose erecting 279 houses, seven shops, and 
a PH on a 27-acre site in the Castle Ward 
rural area. Newcastle City Council, how- 
ever, is to ask for a compulsory purchase 
order to take over the land for council 
houses. 

NEWRY (Co. Down).—UDC has approved, 
in principle, layout plans for a new housing 
estate of 442 dwellings at Derrybeg, on the 
Camlough Road. Est. £547,000. 

NOTTS.—CC propose erection of two 
comprehensive schools at Kirby-in-Ashfield 
and Ollerton. Est. £lm. 

OLDHAM.—BC to consider erection of 
new police headquarters. 

RICKMANSWORTH.—RDC propose 24 
four-storey maisonettes, 66 three-storey flats, 
12 two-storey houses, 20 two-storey flats and 
77 garages off Baldwins-la., Croxley Green. 

ROTHERHAM.—RDC are seeking loan 
sanction from the MH&LG for £91,989 for 
the erection of 52 houses for sale. They 
will be built in various parts of the rural 


area. 

SALFORD.—Manchester Regional Hos- 
pital Bd. propose converting existing block 
at Ladywell Hospital into accommodation 
for chronic sick. Est. £49,829. 

SALISBURY & WILTON.—RDC has re- 
ceived Ministry approval for the building of 
80 dwellings in the 1961 housing programme. 

- Ministry approval has been given for 
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work to start on reservoir extension under 
Wylie water supply scheme. . . . Wiltshire 
Education Committee has approved in prin- 
ciple proposals for constructing a swimming 
pool at Bishop Wordsworth’s sch., Salisbury. 

SCARBOROUGH.—TC has approved a 
development scheme at the Aquarium Top 
prepared by the Boro’ E (V. Forshaw). The 
work includes regrading and re-alignment, 
underground car parking facilities, amenity 
gardens and public conveniences. 

SHREWSBURY. — TC has_ approved 
development of old cattle market by the 
erection of a 120-bedroomed hotel, 72 shops 
and a bowling alley. The developers are the 
Laing Development Company. 

SHREWSBURY.—Philip Allman & Co. 
Ltd. propose erection of multi-storey car 
park at Barker-st. 

SLOUGH.—LCC propose the erection of a 
further 144 garages at the Britwell estate. 
Est. £21,850. 

SOUTHAMPTON & PORTSMOUTH.— 
Plans for the 10-year hospital building and 
development schemes in Southampton and 
Portsmouth have been sanctioned by MoH. 

SOUTHGATE.—Middlesex CC propose 
new fire station in the High-st. Est. £57,235. 

SUNDERLAND.—TC has received loan 
sanction for £612,034 for the erection of 424 
houses. 

SUTTON AND CHEAM.—BC has ap- 
proved plans for: 192 flats and maisonettes 
in 3 eight-storey and 6 three-storey blocks 
and 192 garages at 112/136 Brighton-rd. for 
G. Wimpey & Co. Ltd., London; erection of 
a 12-storey office block with shops and car 
park at Brighton-rd. for Spain Bros., archi- 
tects are R. J. Wood & Partners, 29 Wid- 
more-rd., Bromley; and a 5-storey shop and 
office block at Cock Hotel site for Commer- 
cial Suburban Properties Ltd., London. 

THEALE.—Berks. CC to erect new 
grammar sch. Est. £200,000. 

WAKEFIELD.—RDC propose erection of 
140 old people’s dwellings at various sites. 

WALLINGFORD.—The National Institute 
for Research in Nuclear Science propose 
erection of 40 staff houses. . . . The Didcot 
Strict Baptists propose new church and 
Methodist Authorities propose new Manse, 
all on 20-acre site south of Queens-way. 

WALLINGFORD (Berks).—RDC plan to 
make early start on development of £40,000 
site of 20 acres south of Queensway, Didcot, 
for housing purposes. 

WALTON-ON-THAMES.—Birds Eye Foods 
Ltd. propose new head office building at 
Station-ave. Est. £1,000,000. Architects are 
Sir John Burnet, Tait & Ptnrs., 10 Bedford- 
sq., London, > 

WARRINGTON.—Ministry approval has 
been received by BC for the erection of 40 


dwellings at Orford. Est. £53,000... . Eton 
Axles Ltd. propose extensions to labora- 
tories / offices. 


WATERFORD (Eire).—City C is propos- 
ing to construct a 600ft. long, 50ft. high, 
dam on the River Dawn at Ballyshunnock. 
Est, £125,000. ~ 

WEST LANCS.—RDC propose erection of 
70 bungalows during 1961-62. 

WIDNES.—The Turners Asbestos Cement 
Co. Ltd. propose erection of new factory on 
20-acre site at Ditton. 

WIGAN.—BC propose erection of new fire 
station at France-st. Est. £92,529. 

WOKING.—The Minister of Housing has 
decided that 42 flats and maisonettes with 
39 garages may be built on the site of Lale- 
ham, Chobham-rd., Woking, when the build- 
ing has been demolished. The decision 
follows an appeal by Sir Lindsay Parkinson 
Ltd. against Woking Council’s refusal to 
permit the building of the flats. 


TENDERS 


(a) Denotes accepted. 

(pa) Denotes provisionally accepted. 

(ra) Denotes perenne for acceptance. 

(am) Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

(GD) Denotes accepted subject to approval by appro- 

priate Government Department. 

BIRKENHEAD.—Extensions to factory at 

Beaufort-rd. for Moon Bros. Ltd. (a) David 

Lesley Ltd., Liverpool. 
BRACKNELL.—Erection of new factory 

at Wokingham-rd., to be occupied by Racal 

Ltd., for Development Corpn. (a) J. Jarvis 

& Sons Ltd., 239 Vauxhall Bridge-rd., Lon- 


don, SW1, £160,000. Erection of an 18-storey 
block of flats, community centre and ancillary 
buildings at the Bullbrook Housing area for 
Development Corpn. (A) Pauling & Co. Ltd., 
26 Victoria-st.. London, SWl. Erection of 
new garage for Dorothy Perkins Ltd. R. J. 
Ovenden, architect. (a) F. R. Hipperson & 
Son Ltd., Dagenham, Essex, £34,927. 

BURTON-ON-TRENT. — New gynaeco- 
logical dept. at General Hospital for Birming- 
ham Regional Hospital Bd. (a) Stanton & 
Holmes Ltd., £35,141. 

CARLISLE.—Erection of poultry packing 
Station at Willow Holme for Chicpak Ltd. 
Architects are Graham, Roy & Nicholson, 6 
Paternoster-row, Carlisle. (A) John Laing & 
Son, Dalston-rd., Carlisle. 

CHORLEY.—Erection of 18 aged persons’ 
dwellings at Eccleston for RDC. (A) Mar- 
land Bros. Ltd., Leyland, Lancs., £21.700. 

CROYDON.—New office block at Ding- 
wall-ave. for Rodwell Group Ltd. (A) Walter 
Lawrence & Son, 31 Sun-st., London, EC2. 

DYMCHURCH (Kent).—Strengthening of 
sea wall for Kent River Bd. ‘ Chief E to Bd. 
is J. I. Taylor. (a) Holland & Hannen and 
Cubitts (Gt. Britain) Ltd., £430,000. 

FAWLEY (Hants.).—Construction of a 
butyl rubber factory for Esso Petroleum Co. 
(A) Foster Wheeler Ltd., London, SW3, £44m. 

HAVERHILL.—Fixed price tenders for a 
factory and offices of 3,446 ft. super. for 
UDC. J.C, Myers, chartered architect, High- 
st., Haverhill. (a) T. J. Archer & Co. Ltd., 
Ridgewell, Halstead, Essex, £6,575. 

KENSINGTON.—Erection of a RC sec. 
mod. sch. at Addison-rd. for the RC Arch- 
diocese of Westminster. D. Stokes & Ptnrs., 
architects. Davis, Belfield & Everest, quan- 
tity surveyors. (A) Griggs & Son Ltd., 
£164,000. 

KENTON.—New Catholic Church of All 
Saints. (A) Hussey Bros. (Builders) Ltd., 60 
Queensway, London, W2, £60,000. 

KETTERING  (Northants).—Construction 
of new hospital for Oxford Regional Hospital 
Bd. Gollins, Melvin, Ward & Ptnrs., archi- 
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tects. (A) Mitchell Construction Co. Ltd., 
£650,000. 

LANCASTER.—New kitchen/bed lift at 
Royal Albert Hospital for Manchester 
Regional Hospital Bd. (a) R. L. Dilworth 
Ltd., Damside-st., Lancaster, £28,216. 

LEEK.—2nd phase of sanitary annexes at 
St. Edward’s Hospital, Cheddleton, for Bir- 
mingham Regional Hospital Bd. (a) H. J. 
Emery Ltd., Newcastle-under-Lyme, £58,186. 

LIVERPOOL.—Erection of 183 dwellings 
and 71 garages at Longmoor-la., Fazakerley, 
for TC. (a) Peak Construction (Liverpool) 
Ltd., £349,916. Extensions to existing 
premises at Speke for E. R. Squibb & Sons 
Ltd. (a) H. Hunt & Son Ltd., Speke, Liver- 


pool. 

LONDON (City).—Erection of an office 
block (40,000 sq. ft.) at Gutter-la./Wood-st. 
for the Bernard Sunley Investment Trust. 
Knapton, Deane, architects. (a) Bernard 
Sunley & Sons. 

(Gp) LONDON (Air Ministry).—Contracts 
to the value of £4,000 or over for week 
ended February 10: Building work: Witter- 
ing, Peterborough, Northants.; Messrs. E. 
Bowman & Sons, Cherryholt-rd., Stamford, 
Lincs. Scampton, Lincoln; R. M. Phillips & 
Son Ltd., Estate-yd., Brigg, Lincs. Tangmere, 
Chichester, Sussex; Warings (Contractors) 
Ltd., London-rd., Hilsea, Portsmouth, Hants. 
Structural steelwork: London Airport, 
Hounslow, Middx.; Robert Watson (Con- 
structional Engineers) Ltd., High-st., Bolton, 
Lancs. Acklington, Morpeth, Northumber- 
land; J. Campbell Smith Ltd., North Banks, 
Amble, Northumberland. Artificers’ work: 
Boscombe Down, Wilts.; Humphreys Ltd., 
Market-rd., Plympton, Plymouth, Devon. 
Painting work: Duxford, etc., Cambs.; Abbott 
of Harrow Ltd., Sherbourne-hse., 23-25 
Northolt-rd., South Harrow, Middx. Yates- 
bury (Wilts.), etc.; Downing Rudman & Bent 
Ltd., Spanbourn-ave., Chippenham, Wilts. 
Medmenham & Booker, Bucks. & Kineston 
Wood, Oxon.; F. G. Ilbury & Son Ltd., 
Wheatsheaf-yd., High-st., Harlington, Hayes, 
Middx. Preparation and maintenance of 
land: Various RAF Stations in Air Ministry 
Directorate General of Works, No. 3 works 
area, ‘Shelley,’ Acomb-rd., York, including 
Carlisle, Cumberland, Middleton St. George, 
Darlington, Co. Durham, etc.; Mitchell & 
Struthers Ltd., 66 John Finnie-st., Kilmar- 
nock, Ayrshire. No. 3 works area as above 
but including Driffield, Yorks., etc.; Jack 
Branch (Airfields) Ltd., Waterbeach, Cam- 
bridge. Various RAF Stations in Air 
Ministry Directorate General of Works, No. 
7 works area, The Grove, Falmouth-ave., 
Newmarket, Suffolk. Suffolk, Norfolk, etc.; 
Surface Maintenance Services Ltd., 124 Old 
Christchurch-rd., Bournemouth, Hants. 
Various RAF Stations in Air Ministry Direc- 
torate General of Works, No. 7 works area, 
The Grove, Falmouth-ave., Newmarket, Suf- 
folk. Suffolk, Norfolk, etc.; Turfsoil Ltd., 
7 Westcombe Hill, Greenwich, London, 

E10. 

(cp) LONDON (British Railways).—New 
London Midland contracts placed: Club 
building for Staff Association at Walton-on- 
the-Hill; Worthington (Contractors) Ltd., 
Liverpool. Alterations to Staff Association 
building at Willesden; W. Walkerdine Ltd., 
North Kensington, London, W10. Fabrica- 
tion and delivery of composite deck units for 
partial reconstruction of Bridges Nos. 5 and 
5A on the Grand Junction line at Bank Quay 
Station, Warrington; The Butterley Co. Ltd., 
Butterley, nr. Derby. 

(cp) LONDON (MoW).—Contracts placed 
for week ended February 4: Cheshire: Exten- 
sion to telephone exchange, Prestbury; Isaac 
Massey & Sons Ltd., Alderley Edge, nr. Man- 
chester. Hertfordshire: Extensions and 
alterations to canteen building, Building 
Research Station, Garston, Watford; Whyatt 
(Builders) Ltd., Bentley-hse., 225 Streatham 
High-rd., London, SW16. Huntingdonshire: 
Erection of nine houses for Prison Commis- 
sion at Gaynes Hall, Great Staughton; F. B. 
Thackray & Co. Ltd., Huntingdon. Mid- 
lothian: Renewal of electrical installation at 
sasine office, General Register-hse., Edin- 
burgh; Sturrock Power Installations Ltd., 22 
Nelson-st., Edinburgh. Sussex: Provision of 
base for new sorting office at Post Office 
Sorting Office, Burgess Hill; Norman & Burt 
Ltd., London-rd., Burgess Hill. Supply and 
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erection of timber building at Post Office 
Sorting Office, Burgess Hill; W. J. Simms, 
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Son & Cooke Ltd., Hayden-rd., Sherwood, 
Nottinghamshire. Warwickshire: Erection of 
head post office, Stratford-on-Avon; Espley 
& Co. Ltd., 62 High-st., Evesham, Worcester- 
shire. Yorkshire: Erection of PO radio 
station, Arncliffe Wood; Walter Thomson 
(Contractors) Ltd., Northallerton. Extension 
of central telephone exchange, Basinghall-st., 
Leeds.; James Miller & Ptnrs., Ltd., Four 
Mile-wks., Newmillerdam, Wakefield. 

(cp) LONDON (War  Dept.).—Contracts 
placed for week ended January 27: Dorset: 
Miscellaneous at West Moors; Frank Wyatt 
& Son Ltd., Poole. Hampshire: Building at 
Aldershot; Davies & Rentowl (Aldershot) 
Ltd., St. Albans. Parade ground at Tidworth; 
O. J. Elliott & Co. Ltd., Bristol. Redecora- 
tion at Bordon; T. H. Kenyon & Sons Ltd., 
London. Kent: Redecoration at Dover: 
Spraycraft Co. Ltd., Bromley. Wiltshire: 
Sliding doors at Ludgershall; A. J. Dunning 
& Sons (Weyhill) Ltd., Andover. Electrical 
at Warminster; The Frome Central Elec- 
trical Contractors, Frome. 

MANSFIELD.—Erection of 25 dwellings 
at Gas Hill/Crow Hill/ Pleasley Hill for BC. 
(A) Direct labour, £39,853. 

MARKET DRAYTON.—Erection of 30 
flats for UDC. (A) Healey Ltd., £74,840. 

MATLOCK.—Erection of 142 dwellings at 
Hurst Farm estate for UDC. (A) Henry Boot 
& Son Ltd., Eccleshall-rd. South, Sheffield, 
£236,923. 

MERE AND TISSBURY.—Erection of 61 
dwellings at North-st. for RDC. (A) A. Ham- 
mond & Sons Ltd., Sturminster Newton, 
Dorset, £98,452. 

NORTH RIDING. — Following for CC: 
Stage 2 of the proposed Thornaby Grange 
county mod. sch. Architects are Johns, 
Slater &  Haward, 32 #Foundation-st., 
Ipswich. (A) Charles Tennet (Contractors) 


Final instalment of proposed Huntingdon 
county prim. sch. Architects are Atkinson 
& Ptnrs., 4 Raymond-bldgs., Grays Inn, Lon- 
don, WCl. (A) J. & C. Hull Ltd., Parliament- 
st.. York, £36,406. 

PARTINGTON (Ches.).—Erection of stage 
three of extensions to a factory for Styrene 
Co. (A) Polymers Ltd., Carrington, £46,000. 

PRUDHOE.—Erection of 108 houses at 
West Wylam for UDC. Architect is J. M 
Angus, 3 Gallowgate, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
(aA) G. Wimpey & Co. Ltd., Orchard-hse., 
Fenwick-ter., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

SALFORD.—Firm price tenders for a 
health clinic at Lower Kersal for City C. 
Cruickshank & Seward, Royal London-hse., 
196 Deansgate, Manchester, architects. 

The Moston Brick & Building Co. 
Kenyon-la., Moston, Manchester 10, £30,075. 

SETTLE.—Erection of 54 dwellings at 
Goodenber-rd. (east), Bentham, for RDC. 
(A) Kay & Robinson, £74,235. 

SUTTON-IN-ASHFIELD.—Following for 
UDC: Erection of 60 bungalows at Carsic- 
la. site. (A) W. Wright & Sons, Sutton-in- 
Ashfield, £77,661. Erection of 36 flats at 
junction of Wood’s Hill/Brook-st. (aA) H. 
Baggaley Ltd., Mansfield, £68,776. 

WANDSWORTH.—First stage of new 
three-storey office building at Merton-rd., 
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SW18, for Benham & Sons Ltd. H. M. Ben- 
ham, architect. (A) Modular Concrete Co. 
Ltd., £12,913. 

WATFORD (Herts).—Construction of a 
group of physics laboratories at the DSIR 
Building Research Station. . P. Carver, 
architect. (a) J. Gerrard & Sons Ltd., 
£360,000. 
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